pondetermining that the leopard
ot crossed the suspension
Alaknanda River.

had them losed off a night, Thia was o
inconvenience o anybods bt he eopard

ccause nobody dared anyway
T o b oming oy
leopard _clsewhere, the bridges were
plugged firmly with wicked thorn bushes;
¢ 10 the bridge at Rudraprayag
hen Corbett was

proper was left_open w
firee 10 keep a vigil. His perch, a slipper
flat rock atop a 20-foot platform support.
ing the cables, was not one to inspirc
confidence to other than & member of th

was & venture of the first order since the
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rickety bamboo ladder pressed into service
was four feet short of the top. If getting
was all the fun, staying atop the rock
force mountain night wind — the
o~ practically guaanied to keep
one in_ stitch times, roaring
poesill bt il
Corbett. from the platform onto the
d rock fangs 60 fect

his crushed body
would neatly bounce into the wild torrent
of the Alaknanda. For 20 nights he sat
alert and freezing on the platform above

ing and. compiling the
events surrounding Corbett’s pursuit of

the Rudrapraya lopar, i must be the
truly strange quirks of fate that affect the
pincipal charactes, both human a

animal. The remarkable nature of clo
calls on both parts, largely due to the
st factons, amost sets one 1o

wondering whethe

g bridge and
forces with William Ibbotson and his men,

Because there wasn't enough room for
the whole party in the bungalow, Corbett

and his men moved out in favor of
Tbbotson and his wife, Jean. Corbett
erected_his 40-pound canvas tent on a
amall il ovrloking the pgim road

or some unaccountable  reason, the

sheter wai pitched under & huge prickiys

KILLER
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pear tree that overhung the thorn shelter
or fence around the tent meant to
teopard out. Corbet o

halfway through but changed his mind in
the middle of the operation, appreciating
that the tree would provide shade during
e hot part of the day when he was resting
from his night hunts. He must have had &
fot on his mind, because by the time he
figured out that he had provides
bridge for the cat to get into the.
it was 50 late at night that he decided to let
it g0, With ix Garhvalis rom iy s
44 o e o nt 10 bed vith

A A B i briaht

moonight m,.w,.m interior of the fen
in a soft, slver light

About midnight, Corbett woke sud-
denly 1o the sound of hooked claws

digging into the bark of the tree. Grabbing
the loaded rifle at his side on the bed, he
swung his feet down and into his slippers
just as the prickly pear tree creaked and
eracked. There was a how! from the cook
who had been sleeping, snoring on his
of “Sahib, Bagh, Bagh!” Corbett
didn't need 10 be told it was the leopard
Running out of the tent, e just missed
eting ot o shot us'the manssir
mpered away up a hill. Corbett
Tollowed for a shor distance, bu 1 was
clear that the leopard had kept going, out
of range. The terrified cook, awakened at
Koig of i eially curtl

d ope

into the leop t
it841 1 drop dows on the Abepin e
What if Corbet adts heard the caws?

Jim Corbett Pursued
Y The Rudraprayag Man-eater
” Relentlessly, Only To Find

The Leopard Was Hunting Him.

By Peter Hathaway Capstick

What if the tree hadn't cracked and
unnerved the leopard into running insicad
of charging? What i? In any case, the tree

‘antinued on pg. 36

‘Editor's Note: This is the fourth of
a six part series from Peter Cap-
stick'sbook. Death In The Silent
Places, reprinted through_special
arrangement with St. Martin's Press,
Ine. Death In The Silent Places is
available from the NRA Book Ser-
vice, 4620 Lee Highway, Arlington
VA 22207. Copies can be purchased
by using order number ASBI7095

nember's discount price is
$12.55 plus $3.00 postage and
handling.

ot by o o Cpc



Killer Cats

Continued from pg. 23
was cut down at dawn, heat be damned.

ending to be
very hird (0 procure. Corbett and Tbbo-
n sat up over the first Kill without
success, shifting (o a very ingenious blind
buil inside a large hayrick when the
leopard_struck _again, clearly_having
th fist cow Again, the most

fantatic luck pervade the scene. All bad.
orbett and Ibbotson had built &
tlouble-decked blind in the tall hayrick,
fing planks and wire mesh o creve &

rcture idenical 1o the
original but latforms, one
ED% e oteerfor the tws ottt

on. Cotbett took the lower scat with
Tbbotson above hir. Abaut 10 o'clock on
 rillany mooni night, Corbet eard
il behing

{he blind, men m erd the now
ste of hay leopard once more
pped under the bind 10 ook over the
KR ie o eraty te icknes ofone
plaik away from Corbett. A slow minute
ozed by as the hunter waited, his breath
held, Then the big. pal cat began to crawl
out from under the rick, direcly in front
of Cotbet’s gun flering a simple
sho at about one yard's distance. Just as

view, there was a squeak. Instantly, the
leopafd ran off 1o the right and up a hill
past the angle where he offered a shot
Ibbotson, who was probably unaware of
the cal’s presence, had gotten cramps in
both legs and had shifted position at the
critical - second.  Kismet? Makes one

¢ days passd before the
leopuld killed another cow, but not before
scaring ts owner realy to death. The
lived alone in a small hut with one room
divided by a rather ramshackie partition
of rough planks. One area was for skeping
and_the other contained 4 kitchen
which had been left open. The Garhwali
was awakened by a sound across the
divider and. sting up, clearly saw the
Icopard i shaft of moonlght st trid t0
find a way into the bedroom. Pacing the
Kitchen' for over an hour, the man-cater
tested cach board,tying 0 tear it loose as
man cowered, soaked in cold sweat,

watching helplesly a few feet_ awa
Unable at fast to reach the juicy morsei
loberin i crror o e, eoprd
walked out of the kitchen and Killed the
man'scows n.m. was tehered agains the
side of the

oA At it e e, o
overnment had sent a shooting lamp an
s masive doublesprin i e e
Sort o affair n ed
fo bearin Ameria, A full v et o,

needed 10 set the jaws — studded with
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thresinh teeth — in postion Figuing
this would be a very good chance to use it,
‘orbett and Ibbotson c-mlul]y s
natural approach o the ead ing
iai. That night, ihe bumery

this was the same animal. Persuading
Ibbotson not to notify the government for

few days, Corbett tried to get the
‘Garhwalis to keep up their precautions in
case he was right. The more people that

{hick clouds sl n, coverin the 4y ke

manhole cover closing above their heads.

y without event when

led by a

terifc eruption f friousroas near the
! At sl Coret

wearing they recognized i, the more
positive Ibbotson was. But not Corbett
ht, as Corbett lay doubing on
his pillow, a pale yellow form slipped from
shadow 10 shadow, icy amber eyes locked
on the throat of a young mother squating
outside her hut. In a soft rush of motion
ithout the siightestsound, four great

Fiing he it varesof s 450 Express
his bullet neatly cut the half-inch chain,

an_ off a
phenomenal speed, considering that both
Tront legs were pinioned by the heavy trap,
he fired and missed; 50 did Ibbotson with
his barrels. As might have been expected,
Corbett managed to screw up the electric
light while reloading, so it would not

“This scenario was unfolding in what was
practically downtown Rudraprayag. A
the villagers heard the four shots, they
assumed that the leopard had been killed,
and they poured out of their houses
shouting their joy, swarming toward the
place where the trapped cat had disap-
peared. No good yelling at them; they
were making 1
anything, Corbett scram
his blind which, incidentally, was in a tree
of feet

gasoline type, working and lowered it to

Corbett. When the second man got down,

y ater, Corbett

ith i it bis shoulder 4 Tobotson
ing a lamp above his

e ey g Bl o ety

imaginative. Cursing his luck for having

boulder-strewn terrace by the
e g gl &, growl
drew his atiention to an outerop of rock
and a small depression behind it. There,
crouched and snarling, was the leopard.
‘Corbett shot it instantly through the head.

he feld vent wid with esuling
Garhwalis as Corbett examined
rpbbodonde piid g
wasn't_kosher here. It was @
leopard, presumably the one that tried to
break into the man's bedroom the night
before; it had been shot in the center of an

0 where scores of people had been
Miad and en, I B tid

opard. The hill people sai

Thbotson was
or ould be no other. So, why
ihe T of doubts Orly sh Corvett
d een the

et ol G By ol
The poor ligh,he sy wash convin

Rudraprayag ma )umlcd and killed at the
st ilage e ca

e ity muband called 1o her,

T arard sy o etk .

w of strength. Carrying the body

leopard took her completely across two
fields and made
12-foot ledge to

the jump would have increased the gravity
of the body by two or three times, he did
not et one part of her body touch the
roun

Carrying her another half-mile, the
Ieopard tore off her clothes and ate a few
‘pounds of flesh from both her upper and

bod, leaving the corpse in 4 patel

of brilliant green grass beneath a vine-
covered jungle tree. It was here, guarded
y eating drums, that Corbett
and Ibbotson were sho mains the
next day. They began to wait for the man-
cater o return late that afteroon, under
the distinct impression that they were
hunting i

have a most disconcerting
way of turning this relationship around.

Editor Note, The nest piode of
Killer Cats of Kumaon will appear

the April 1982 e of Armcrian
Hunter.
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