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SHATTER THE STILLNESS, o
BUT THE MAN-EATING LEOPARD bas of the anten, the
LIVES TO KILL AGAIN.
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1 was not a set-up as easily hunted as on the other side of

but by magnific
twilght long e  Hileman withcvdinary AR i)
ble 10 see — ina tree overlooking a d
bl i

ease of an appro
he darkness loped Tn o

pine
W him from only 30 yards
s the hunted. As he listened {o his
heart pound, the light dropped away altogether, and he sat,
helpless, listening (o the leopard creeping closer. The fact that the

heavy electric shooting lamp refused

blind the carrier. But stil, it was one

son slipped on

disintegrating with. the ‘,..,.m |r
all blue flame pumped
ressure from the ful esevols was
not extinguished
the heat would cause the bloody

nm\g leopard,
lindness, was the prospect,
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Corbett_ wrote that he had never
experienced a more terrifying rip than the
sy bl by f sl up nt
black ridge. By some small miracle, they

B o i e v ot
ridge’s lp, but they were far from home
free. The path, such as it was, ran th
a series of buffal

oken stone,

rough

lo wallows and patches of

at last reaching a series of

rock steps. Climbing these, they found a

small courtyard and a door. Fetching the

dour & el of 1 ki, Cobet demanded
be opened. No answer. Taking

box of maiches from his pocket (one

these were not judiciously

o 5 up th slope) Corbettswore 10

e ot Mol Bostovions
broken-down id Jamp from this house
Corbet and Iobotson g distions (0 the
lace where their men were housed. It
took no e nerve togo b.\ck outinto
with the di

manage
" hml "ibe courtyard and n nking (wo-

y Py
i Wi
sniffing the hunters, the dog trotted over
10 the head of the stairs they had jus
dlinbe: Loong down them b pre &
panic seeam of fear, and_barking in-
sanely, backed away wi
0l L i e
electrical outlet. The dog, with its bett

46

night vision, could clearly see the leopard
in the courtyard below
‘one Corbett had been

e hext dawn
cominced be would
pro

the leopard never did return to the dead
girl
¥ When a cow was killd shorty the
ter, Corbet gainplced 1 between
the caras’ et Th el i hecow
i i Torphvs s
prings e bt
. body. To be double-ur,the huntr

b

ains and_ was

Forined to o ha ey been ten
it was an ording

hunt in

completly caten,

leopard. It was then tracked to a hill cave.
0 days, bu

cave through some unscen opening which
Jed out to another par ofth hill That e
s il alive changed from con
fact when he killed and
woman, leaving nough of ¢
provide a focal point f
efforts of the two frustrated hunte

10s difficult to say conclusively that
ous epitode 1 the inareible g of thy
Man-aing Leopard of Rudrapraag was
mre exceptional than another, but the
events mrm\mdm! the ambush set up
over the old woman's body were so weird
hat even Cocbett swears e would ot
have told them had he not had witnesses

After chasing the leopard around the
rock.slopes with the usual

the leopard for another meal. Back to
qu bbotson, who was not about
Carbett's rock

platform at the
Rudraprayag bridge, had a_platform
constructed in an

sion tower where the
nights with no result. Tbbotson, who had
o leave on urgent government b

lft Jim Corbet o hunt slone. Ove the
pan of a week or so, the leopard killed
Tour gous, Ll tre

caw arcaime, oting Corlat anoth
missed_chance. Just as the leof
S s ot s v
made a loud noise and spooked the man-
cater. Another woman and her child had a
ery lucky but painful escape during this
Same tme. While they wereaseepinthlr
house, the leopard tore open the front
door and gripped the woman's
jaws, dragging her across the loor to the
opened et As the cat backed out the
opening, the woman had the presence of
mind o dam the dooron er
V0 e s o s e o Mg
o was borely matilated, and sh had
been clawed in the But the child
was unhun exceptfor head wound
‘Corbett and Tbboison contnucd theie
maddeing game of Hideand-sck

Gaw
heavly dosed ¢
e ety e By the

orpse with cyanide,

k
of cutting incisions in the corpse for the
insertion of cyanide capsules, a 256 rifle
of Tobotson's and Corbies st 4% e
were most carefully arranged, sighted and
e with eipliney ‘sut Tom Corbetts
fishing recl. In addition to_ giving the
leopard the chance to touch the trip-ines

hairiet trigger, a distant sneeze wou
enough 1o ar i ol Particlar cure was
iaken wilh the eingof te g rsp.
ould xmmucm
piaes which offred s atural approach 1o
Kill, across a strip of flat ground some
1S feet long. Here, the carth was removed
bit by bit until 4 recess had been made
which _perfectly i
outlin of th big ¢

distance and 0
twig o other bi o satur deiy vy

insakingly repaced over & cover of
e ' i layer of dirt. So

perfect was the camouflage that
Corbee couldnt iek out th trap from
the surrounding ground. As. ial touch
a series of wild, thorny bushes
transplanied from the hillde 1o form a
funnel nto the trap . When the

Sominced that nothing “vgger thana
could conceivably et 10 the body without
mectingdeath inone of thr orm
aftrnoon began tochiloff
the sun cased Jowe, and the hunters
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relaxed on the comfortable_machan.
Although they were more than 200 v
from the dead woman's body, there was.
ways a chance the leopard would show
on his way from the thick mountain jungle
where Corbett had been trying o get a
shot that morning, and both men watched
carefully without any hint of the cat until
As the blackness settled in the
hollows, leaving the ridge tops
with golden light, the hunters put down
their riles. Though it was too dark for a
shot, they were ot depressed.
nces remained for this to be the last
ht of the man-eater’s life — the trap,
the rifles and the poison.
sun was completely_gone,
something happened that neither Corbett
nor Ibbotson had thought gan to
rain. A sense of despair drained Corbett as
he whispered his fears to his companion.
e mere weight of he carth
over the trip-pan of the trap might set it
ot so gty was it cocked. And hat of
fould the rain cause

z

e ik e e o inkd T
increase in tension would fire the rifle
ruining the whole ambush. Worried. the
o lay on the machan, staring into the
ness, the continuous rain soaking
them through with an icy, night chill
bbatson bad just asked Corbett (o the
A quacter to cght” bad been the
words o

AL oL Wik oy i 1l
Mackaees was shattered with 3 tereible
series of snarls and roars, coming dircctly
from the kill, Could it be? Yes! The Man-

Corbett and [5botson ieped blndy off
the machan to the ground
Franically, they sambled aatie the
petromax lamp hidden nearby,
Tobotion was rying to Nght i, the
commotion of the leopard _stopped.
Ibbotson soon had the lamp working and
the pair made for the trap as fast s they
could go, circling around 1o approach
from the top of the bank above the body.
Working their way up to the edge, both
were thrilled o0 see that the place Where
the trap had been hidden was not just an
empty hole But, the bighe thef hopes
rose, the deeper they plummeted when
bright twesp of the arp shoved the .mn
steel outline of the sprung trap 10
Tarther down th sope. I vas sourahlly

empty.
Bitterly dejected, the hunters went back
tied down Lo sieep.
away their frustration, unable to
how the leopard had esca
their traps. At the first hint of dawn, they
were able to find out, spelled clearly in the
tracks on the rain-softened
“The man-cater had come up to the place
in exactly the manner Corbett thought he
ould have, but that was the last thing he
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did that was expected. Instead of crossing
the litle fla spot hiding the trap, he had
circled below it and come for the body on
the side protected by the thorn bushes
planted there. With no hesitation, he had

ripped three of the bushes out by
herrots o make s ol a, on the e
sid of the tripies, hd fgured out bow

ey worked D . he had
genty pulia the body 4 sooh & lrecton
o create slack, relieving the tension of the

i ate
fecling descrvedly smug
then decided to leave and take shelter
from the rain. By the craziest twist of luc

justas he was stepping over the hidden gin
trap, the adcitonsl weight of the wet
covering of dirt (possibly combincd with
the tiniest dnmrhm\s: of his own passing)

release
With a smap like
st juws s over e fms fo f

in heaven or
there, but he did
under even the most liberal application of
the laws of chance, it happened that while
n carried there f
Rudraprsyag,somsbody had dropped it
the impact ock having broken
oot e eh ntermerting il
eeth, Just one. lovey tooth. Bl whi ch
one? The one located precisely, exact
Wihers the e closed o th eopard's e
After his initial roars of fear and surprise,
he cat had simply pulled his leg frec
through the gap caused by the missing
tooth and walked away. Even a couple o
inches on either side of the gap would have
held the leopard so firmly he would have
cksmith to ge free. But no. Get
out your caleulator, professor, and tell me
the odds on hat! L]
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