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neater into range by
imitating the mating call. Everything went
fine as Corbet sat in a high pine tree, the
Kot el spruchig Lo w6
at happencd? Ancther eopard
female  started callg from
the mouniain behind C
. As an ersatz Jezebel,
Corbett wmucnmmz ailure
orbet was geting mpmm s
evidenced by bt h
okt it It the ity dngte
s idea of waiting on the ground near a
dead cow killd by the leopard, It looked
Jike a good chance — a snug place in the
hollow at the base of a big rock to shelter
im,  bush directly in front for cover,
e he yas st e coud il theeopard
easily as it ca r the cow, whic
T bn undimrbod
Siowlythe cvening wors on withoutary
sign of the cat. As the darkness thickened,
Corbet took relkf i the dense seaiering
of very dry leaves all over the area which
would clearly indicate the position of the

Kkiling weapon in a triple murder; an old

ridence tag was atached 10 the elfe 1

the time of the pur
Corbett's mind ma Should b stay

here blind and deaf for

unil ight What would his chances be to

cover the ds to the nearest hut? In
end, he realized that with his nerves

afraid to use the light for fear of drawing
e maeaker, ke stumbiod N way
through the rainy blackness, the knife
tight in his white-knuckled fist. To_his
unspeakable relief, he had made it The
next day. the Kill proved to be untouched.
Crisp, clear pug-marks showed over his
own footprints on the road. Corbett had
survived the most terrifying night of his
venturesome career with the most danger-
ous o arimals,  nigh be woul admi
tedly relive in ating nightmares
e st human victm of the Man-eater
of Rudraprayag was killed on April 14,
1926, a final and classic example of the
skill and daring of the animal that had
survived for more than cig!
steady man-ating.

A Lucky Shot In The Dark
Ends Corbett’s Year-Long Vigil Of
Frustration And Fear, Stopping The Man-Eater
That Claimed 125 Victims.

man-eater for the shooting light taped to
his riffe. As the hours dragged by, Corbett

came more and more uneasy at the
thought that the leopard had seen him

ment, he struggled to_beat back the
rising fear that threatened to burst into
unreason and terror. Blacker and blacker
became the sky as clouds moved in,a

oreed (o rly ntirly on ihe dry
leaves to_hear the approach of the cat
o, i, i o o et g

Heavy rain sluiced down, dampening the
leaves and covering any small sound with
lis own wet nose, By frightened
Corbet knew that now would be
e Icopard.ouhd vhsce 6 come.for

Him. HE o0k o bl cont At wragped
tightly around his neck as protection from
the terrible fangs, tying it securcly with the
useless, and

Corbett knew it. With grim determination,
he shifted it o his left hand and drew his
knife, a wicked looking Afridi stabbing
dagger he had bought as a curiosiy from a
feputy commissioner in the North. With
been the

g

Walking ~ from the small spring at
Bhainswara Village that April evening
were a widow, her 12-year-old son, her
daughter of cight, and a neighbor's boy
the same age. Carrying water back to their
common-walled, two-toried_home, the
widow was preceded by the neighbor's son
and her daughter, and followed by her
own son. I single fl,a fow fet aprt
they “proceeded up & long Magatons
coutyard 10,0n¢ of 8 st of short ieps
by these two families. It

was broad daylight still, and when
neighbor boy happened to look into one
Continued on pg. 52

Editor's Note: This concludes the
series from Peter Hathaway Capstick's
baok, Death In The Silent Places, re-
printed

Martin's Press and available to NRA
members for $12.55 plus $3 postage
Trom NRA Sales. Box 37298, Wash.
ington, D.C. 20013, The order number
is ASBI7095.
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Killer Cats
Continued from pa. 19

of
one of m: ous
lym; ihere. Paying o attenton, he said
n was hlfvay up the seps

o e oo 1h cangof o brks waver
Vel dropping benind Fting down

jow starting to get dark, one old
it lntern and began {0 lck around the
many storge rooms on the it
ol ¢

O o i !Iaw o( hls hmp,

e e

the edge of a yam
di the big

Panic swept the.

although el he boy was ded.

I seer observa-
ion that fte wu\M g ntervene o

prevent Corbett

eater's path and attacked him, a defense of
the local cafs territory. As Corbett sat

Tim wing short for Corbett,
no thck Wit oo, 1a uddvlum 10

other hunter, he was scheduled to be sent
on assignment 10 Africa in a short L
er the months of unrelenting frustra-

mbuilh ver oe o i i, and that

vummnu R s o o
Chanee would have o be adopted

‘One. thing had cavgh b tenion
dring b long sy s Cucbs  the

road between Ruds
of Golabrai just south

only other person beside the
the clawed arm caught by th copard vho
had_ survived. Onthe average of or
very (v days, he pugemarks of the ot
could be seen on this road. So, reasoned
ety spending 10 nighs i ambush
along the path might very well rovide

Ibotson, who nticed how_ shaky

Corbttyneve were, watapin . bt
bett was adamant, If at the end of 10

pard Tud not
and gi

up, going home for
o1 ong, die ights scemed 10

centurs 1o Jim Co

machan built in a roadside mango tree;

small gouttied low vas s only
ompaon. The i sight, dspt cor.

Sant viginee, the only ound pe heard

yos the varning bark u: Kakar, s

barking deer. The nights

heard r s noting . Wlooked m«
the end of the campaign 1

was_cleas

Vicung w\lh

&

h
Teltant to abandon the hun,leaving
untold num}

Borent v i vy o 20 b, Whia
ihe huner was waiing fo ihe Rudra
prayag Man-eater to

Toith e was i th actial act o
Trotber mak Icopard eromed the man-
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But, facts had to In his
sovenment posion, bbotson mply bad

Bt his important. duties
orbett, he was already
{ree mnths lte fo i African assig

et on ot dely G 84, 0
other hunter

in India wan

e il o g s
cmm 0l the innkeepr o kecp ters
und and to stay quiet, as

uch a big group could

ook op b posionia he mango
re I the e firsoon, Corbet notsd
at  packman with  fock f heep and
goats and two noisy dogs had penne
animals in a heavy thorn enclosure some
100 yards from his machan. Thbot

left for the bungalow nearby, and Corbett
yrasalon with e bait-gout when creing
fell.

m( s Lk aen, owgbi
Tip on is m..u fashight and oot
and

amum..« ety m otlesd
a light carried by somebody leave the
pilgrim shelter and go across the road, a

attack the pilgrim shelter? By
having_stoppe s
knew the cat had
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