WILD SPORT IN CEYLON.

wained the pods, for which T had un-
knguingly sk so' much
now g away,
for time had slipped by 50 rapidly i
such congenial company that it had
grown late without my being aware of
it. So, bidding adicu to this hospitable
household, i. ad 50 courteously
entertained a dusty and hungry stranger,
1 spun zlang over the splendid read
that led back to the ci
st negroes and_ coolies, and many
children rel m the restraints
of school; past smouldering heaps of
bamboo, slowly being converte
charcoal; past waving ficlds of cane,
roves of cocoa-palms,
as if top-heavy with their hanging nuts;
past the coolie village, swarming with

HE sambur (Musa Aristotelis), or,
as it is more generally though
croncousy Called, the elk, s
und throughout Ceylon. Tt is

the lusgest of the foue varieties of
cative o the lsland, the others belag
the spotted-deer (dxis maculata), the
mum,ak (Stylocerus muntjak), com-
monly known as the paddy-field deer,
and the musk, or mouse decr (Moschus
meminna). This last is erea-
i size not much larger than 4
rabbit, but a perfect decr in minature,
being provided, however, with sharp
tushes in the upper jaw and hav-

ing no anters.

¢ sambur, from its size (and a stag
will stand from twelve to fourtcen hands
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donkeys, and dogs, and children, 1
hastened ‘on, until 1

Savannah, and
the narrow strects of the Port of
pain.

The short tropical afternoon was
almost over, and wehen 1 had put up m
Wheel for the night, the darkres, Which
here so swiftly follows sunset, was

athering close its sable garmens.

western mountains 2. trailing.

They of rurple and gold and crimson
Bid backToF 3 e briek moments i
conqnenng nlghl And then,

bohly out and ihe. Sey
wis daad, the fayeied wa ame forth
as at the touch of a magician's wand,
and tremulous in the liquid night
gleamed the Southern Cros
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HUNTING THE SAMBUR.

By P Pita Roy Dlxen.

at the withers), is looked upon as a
prize worth bagging, cspecially as it
affords from its gameness and endur-
ance splendid sport before hous

n several parts of mountain regions
where coffee and cinchona are grown,
and where the heat is not too great for

active exercise, hounds are kept for the
sole purpose of hunting the sambur. A
it wotld paups D6 scesewhat A=

appointed by the appearance of the

ks, for, nlrhn h 1 is
hat of the fox-hound, .“EZ....;,:?.EZ..!

oF the eport 1t has bova sl
to cross with other breeds in order to get

gesd strength and courge as el as

Phaste cooss-ied Mokl s ey
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courageous, and when by chance & boar
is run on, the pack will tackle him with
a ferocity and pluck that leads too often
o their own destruction, When such
a thing happens, it remains for the
huntsmen to get in as quickly as pos-
sible and slay the boar ia ordar to seve
the hounds, and even with the best of
luck some every season lost in this
vy 100 "o 0 ek 3 pack
off from the pig's track it is always
done, but in dense jungle, where 3
man taanot see fve foot chesd o him,
it is difficult to say when the pack opens
what they are upon.

After a lirtle while, of course, an ex-
perienced hand will know what the
quarry is. If it be a sambur, it will go
S 14 & FEHIGHE Lo 4 guear spoec
generally up-hill; if it be a pig, the
Songuc” idly change
running bay,’ the pig making short
rens scsl coming to & stand, aud then
making off again. Sometimes, how-
ever, an old boar will take and keep a

ne s struight as an. arrow theough the
il i, Sl ]
possibly get clear in the end by taking
Ffige in some unassailable reqeat.

o _return, however, to the hounds.

fox-hound is u taken
the basis of the pack, and for reliability
is beyond all comparison the best.
Crossed, however, with blood-hound or
wolf-hound, from the one is got a
stauncher hound and more persistent
stayer, and from the other, a heavier,
fiercer and more courageous hound
possessing qualities absolutely indis
pensable when it comes to “scizing” a
stag. The sambur is as active as a cat,
and fights, when st bay In renniog
water, with antlers and forefeet, dash-
ing into the torrent below any ordinary

bold enough to attack him.

ks the reulr pac, which buns
by scent, it is the custom to keep in
leash a couple of big scizers. These
are generally Scotch stag-hounds, or
sometimes what are as Kangaroo
hounds—a_sort of greyhound, heavy
tnd Berer, imporesd foen the Austala
colonies, and admirably caculated to do
the work required of them.

1 was once one of a_party of half a
dozen who went on a hunting expedi-
tion to some clevated plains known as
the Bopatalawa Pamas (a patna being
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the name for maural wild grass land in
the forest regions). The climate there
was simply delightful, though the effect
of the rarified atmosphere—the plains
themselves being about 6,200 feet ‘above
the sea—when climbing the ncighbor.
ing hills was most trying, the chicf
symptom_being shortness of breath,
Whith some of us who wers there for
the fint time rather wondered at, know-
ing that we were pretty good at getring
over rough ground. So severe, how-
ever, is_the sport, that no one ever at-
tempes it who is not thoroughly sound in
ind and limb.

 was a long walk to get up the pla-
teau whercon lay the Bopatalawa Patnas,
Most of us came from a distance and on
foot, the road being impracticable for
horses. About four o'clock three of us
climbed the last rocky ascent, popularly
known as Jacob's Ladder, and found
oursclves in full view of onc of the arms
of the patnas, a long, narrow plain,
gently undulating, rich with flowers, and
across which the afiernoon sun was_be-
ginning to cast long shadows from
the scattered thododendron trecs.

At length the track we followed
crossed a stream, and then, following its
course, brought us to where our huts
had béen erected. It was a pretty spor.
A% the back the stetp vloe of Bilst
Hill, in front a swiftly-running stream,
oaming and churning over rocks and
rapids, and beyond, the dark forest,
strctching away into the distance, with
only a glimpse of the patna to indicate
where we were.

There was a great charm about our
surroundings. The hut, which was
abour forty fect long and fifteen
wide, was built of a light frame-work
of jungle sticks, the roof and walls

ing of grass, neatly thatched to keep
out the wind and rain. There was not
a nail in the whole structure, the coolies
drawn_their

who had built it havin,

rass
m ilding ran
table and a couple of benches.
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Everything was rough, but clean and
tidy, and odorous of the Mana-grass,
which, 1 might add, yields the citronella-
oil of commerce, the basis of so many

perfumes.
tumed in, knowing full well that
wa had ‘ouz. wock it et beforn: ud the
next day, for we had to make an carl

stat in‘order 1o try a certain pace

of jungle on_the summit of what was
known as *Number One.” However
good your training may be, 1 defy you
to'climb up hills and run down slopes as
steep as the roof of a church, and stru

theough tan led m Je, without ‘fezﬁk
gg«‘ the .J e day. .
hortl

e e eady for

il

u

cerned, what we were afler, We.

e flannel shirts and coats of light

Taterial Souns sported leggings, and
i

others, with disregard to
scratched shins, went without. But i
had stout shoofing boots lacing well up
the ankle, and soft felt_or tweed hats
completed our attire. Those who had
them caried hunting kaives in o strap
round the waist, and boy had
spear, in case we ran foul of a boar.
We had ht couple of hounds
and a brace of scizers in leash
small quantity of boiled rice and soup,
Ieft orer fiom the prevous nght, was
pourd ino the wough, and,
spened, and out came gy
inatling snd growiiog st one anotber.
n a moment the grub was finished;
we dared not give them much, as they
Bad plenty of work before them,
and o acted as master
of $he hounds) masted ofF ot x Whacp
yalks K. acted as whipper-in, 2 duty
thar wlsalmmra sinctre, as the dogs

i

very
‘After 'a mile or s0 we came to &
broad stream across which we had to
go, and as the water at this clevation is
intensely cold, we_procecded to carry
th over, as it woul + have
done 15 let them gt cold and chilled
at the start. It was unpleasant work.
The water was waist decp, and great
clumsy bounds are awkvard
carry. You cannot take them ke s
Taby, sad ic coquifes pracice o hold
then like a thaep on the shoulders
Howeres: 4l mesoson dusgthiovas ‘2o
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e romed ou . By by e we
wers lows o Nosahee o

ceeded to put o, plan
of campaign.

e chief danger of hunting in o
place Pl Patnas is the
Ehtnce of sk ¢ the lmmense
tracts of unbroken fnnsr which stretch
for miles on cither side. It some-
timas happens that 8 stag will lead the
pack i 4 eeline ot it another

of the country, and ths
Eieaae the low of many dog
get exhausted and are cither picked
by & hee” eopa < he
o peckh sl g
Ty e
Sk ke thiey il be cared for by
the superintendent
The Hunrsman'

fears none mi

Aboutcight miles from where we

lay another grassy platcau, called

the Horron th sepanted fom us by
dense_juny we knew i

was the

occasionally make. We had decided

w0 permit a sambur to in

Tt dickecion. Tt ‘waa. casoutl] that we

should kill, as we had a number of

and we wanted to “blood”

them in order that they might know

unt. Ac-

that T v vaw a rifl ussd in conj
tion with hounds when hunting deer in
Ceylon. Two more of us went to
another place to pick up the hunt in
case th dece (book that mazy and
124 1 climbed Number Ont’ with the
pack.

The hill was about ﬁlmzn hundred
feet above the plain we stood,
and rose in 4 wery stecp, ehtates
rassy slope. What with it being the
fm v famp and the i shmor:

here, well done when we
Feathed the bumenic, T had wondered
what on cuth we were expected o ind
on peak, but when 1 gor

higher 1 D T o Cani
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-
simply a spur of a higher table-land
wnhk ‘pmn\ll,ied our

e

iew from the top across the plains
was simply magnificent. We were now
almost on a_level with the shoulders of
many noted peaks, Kirriamettiagalla,
the sccond highest on the island, ap-
pearing to be quite close to us. How-
ever, we could ot stay there long, s0
as soon as we had got our wind we un-
coupled the dogs and started in.

¢ first we skirted the edge of the
jungle which came to the brow of the
grass-clad slope, and then struck up the
course of a tream, which ran out
of a heavily-timbered hollow. We saw
tracks of pig which had been rooting
for the tubers of a species of arum.
We kopt & vary watthiul oys on the
younger hounds, which were inclined to
run off after piggy; but presently the

in appearance,

ngle changed . the trees
Tl oes atunted aad goarisd with
the wind. Here, too, we found pij

tracks, but they eased as we”ln
out of the hollow and struck a ridge.
It is rather curious that on almos

ridge you will find a deer track, often
open enough to admit of fairly rapid
walking. In fact, but for these, prog-
ress would be absolutely impossible in
‘parts, for the density of the under-
growth s such that it is no uncommon
thing to have to_hack your way with
your hunting-knife.

We followed the ridge until it joined
another where. the track was well de-
fined. Here the dogs, which had been
all the while working cagerly on_ all
sides of us, required calling up. Get-
ting them well 'in hand we started up

n had

the fore
fifty yards Melody, the mother of many
good hounds in the pack, opencd

tongue. At the firse sound the fest of f
E

came trooping up through the
d it s e il e
rward

to where the scent was first picked
up we looked for the track and there,
sure enough, was where a sambur had
slthered down on his haunches, in_de-
scending a steep and slippery ravine.
By the spoor we calculated it was a
young stag, as it eventually proved to be.
In the meanwhile the pack was work-
ing off into,the heart of the jungle, and
" and 1 hurried up the ridge, doing

our best to keep near the sound of the
tongue, taking advantage of nearly
every track or opening we could sec.

ood fortune we were able to cut
across the course the deer had taken,
and after an hour's hunt found ourselves
not a hundred yards from the pack,
which was running strongly. We
were now some distance from our start-
ing point and, catching a glimpse of a
distant peak through an opening of the
scrub, we were able to locate ourselves,
and it was cvident that our game was
carrying us over toward the Horton
Plaina, Tt s fortuamee that . and K.
had been posted to intercept this
attempt.

Presently, the ridges we had been
following were of no further use to u
The stag took down hill, evidently
making for open patna, intending to get
a clear run for the pass. Off we went,
crashing through dense nillu, stumbling,
crawling, jumping, twisting in and out
of pliags growing thick together,
saying not a word, simply keeping
doggedly on. An increasing bright-
ness showed that we were approaching
the cdge of the forest, and in a few
minutes we were clear of it What a
selief it was, to be able to walk without
bending and twisting like an acrobat!
We stopped for a moment to listen.
We. coull hate e Bounds golng ful
cry some distance off, down in the
plain, evidently near the pass. We
fan_on and soon we heard a rifle-shot
and almost immediately the tongue
Seased, We kaew ther the dogs had
run into the deer.

ntil we were

together when the stag, pretry well
agged, came in view. It seems
that being so intent on its pursuers
he had not seen P. who, scarcely hid-
len at all, i come up at a
singing trot o within forty yards be-
fore firing. He was a well-grown stag,
but with only very moderate antlers.
After cooling down we lighted our
pipes and_prepared for the next opera-
ton of “breaking up” d i
W, did with great skill. T¢ was’ amus-
ing to watch the cagerness of the young
dogs which had never seen a deer be-
fore. Up went their hackles and the angry

&
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grow and savage gip with which they
the vam sod quiveriog

e up with it, showe.
would do

beast s the
t our satisfaction what they
when they came to a “bay.”

ere were other young dogs to be
Sloodsd, Two of aut party bad never
seen such a thing as a_kill, and watched
the breaking up with keen interest,
Presenly I saw what was coming and
got out of the way. Then W.
4 favorable opportunity,
berally with Blood, vt faceh

A Teughed lmesasely
At the operation, having all gone
through it in our turn, and the anger
and dismay of the victims only added

n
f{u:d any such process of initiation.

lowever, once satisfied that it was all
right they quicted down and joined in

she Jaugh,

We had now finished, and sticking up

2 pole with o handkerchiel atached 10

it by way of a landmark, we started

for camp. We sent the coolies our for

the stag and in due time they brought
i attly in

e next day was all that we could
ik, end by Herbumal ‘wa Bsd oui
what s known s

was. always looked upon
cover, but the disadvantage

as 2 good
was that, being isolated, if the deer took

it into his head, he could go clean away
e were peepared for an

cuits in his pocket, a precaution, as
events pro e was well justified.
A liche stream trickled o the Round
Patna at the upper end, and flowed
through a luxuriant meadow. Here we
took the pack and yncoupled. We had
ith us two seizers, ag-hounds,
and these e kepein leas. h s my
luck to hem, and the bother they
gave me, gel(mg e ks ot
when 1 wanted to go another, at times
made me wish them somewhere else.
*Grouach” ~and  “Bor thei
names, and they were Loeg Al
unch hounds s ever trod. Once
Secupled) the pack streamed all over
the place, working with the keenness

4“5
that xhuxr:nzn a pack well handled
and In good heart. Brescatly, Mareu,

2 young dog frrim fis seson, picked
up a st which e

tees-odge.and fose, Then Buglet
Toakilf apon the other side of the
stream, and x four

. the pack were
sighe, | taken a bee-line u
face of me hill and into_the jungle. As
re over the brow of the

Tl 'we could heat mathing, md ihere
was 1o help for it but 0 cljab up after
them as quickly as_posible Kcord

cfore reaching this, we crossed the
line of the hu..«, and ‘there we saw the
track of the st
on, el i W. with great gls,

“he’s got hoofs like auld hornie him-
sclf” and certainly che print showed
hat we animal to deal wit
SHpediry ity e i
something more, perhaps.

Well, we kept on that ridge, running
and panting and struggling for about
an hour, and then found ourselves on

Every now in we
distant tongue of the hounds, and we

ew that we were in for it, and in-
tended 1o sec the game thecogh if it

a week. nily we got into
a nasty bit of ungie, a mixture of nillu
and bamboo.

T might explhin, is
Py ] plaml.x ich
up in dense clumps, many acres in ex-
tent. There are scveral varicties of it,
and all equally objectionable from their
obstructee propertis [ is el cut
faife, but it s he fculy

pping 700 up our, s

"" BN 'R i bmiog T P
Eor.

Wevlere retty high up now, and so

':vamm’fu e face of the

Ril, bue It wae sa swl makc We had

e o hrulnng the

v, for such 3 cangle @ and
must to be appreciate

acaboo 1 speak Of 1y of course,

not like the big cane that

Japanese work. It is a trailer,

much thicker than a lead-pencil and as

tough as whip-cord. It will give to

any amount, but to break it s impos-
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sible, unless worked backwards and for-
wards like a picce of wire between the
ﬁ:sen It is on this that Iht sambur

The'tug, kept movieg on stesdlly,
and we had now been on the run for
Seversl hous, and begen. to, thiak it
was time he ‘turmed to bay. Evidently
from the way he manage
was @ stayer. Presently we struck an
clephant puih on a ridge that L:emed

©

it rurmad out nothing could have "been

better, and a quarter of an rou

us to where we could hear e howsds
o

s the matter and tried 1o get awy
but the m. ¢ artived for
ustition of thely mevioes, We huried
as quickly as we could, for we knew
that if we_delayed too’ long the stag
would regain his wind and then, if he
bl ol would be ul U.'P. for
that day, a n_found
ourselves in a Tedtact forait o allly
a  knife,
1 dashed.vicousy, whils W, hinking
a clearer passage, sheered off to
gl chopping like a
backwoodsman, crawling, jumping and
sdvancing. Al at oncs 1 discovered
the stream Seniing bibiaion clear of
obstructions. In a moment
and Aaving dong 1, s 18 view oF

T e e bahod by smooth,
perpendicular rocks, stood 2 magnificent
stag, his mane bristling, his head down,
ready to beat back any attack. The
pack stood round him raising a raw
that made dhe forest echo. [ had at
once slipped the and at the sight
Of thern and the. immd of my voice,
“Yoiks, to him!" made 4 frantic
rush at the sta

At that moment W. appearcd on the
scene, and we advanced o the attack

ther, fighting for_ his

B, and dangeroos, and we koew tha
we could ‘not touch him unless he was
well held. In a_moment there was a
confused mass of dogs and deer. With
gigantic springs Grouach and Borap
had «

and the séag, 4ad had seised him
cleverly by the throat. How they
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evaded his antlers 1 cannot tell, for he
was as quick as lightning; but they
yere qicker and che other’ dogs piled
in on top, and W. and [. with them.

conwlnvt lu it i o .1f‘ the
dogs rouach, the stag fell for-
word, decd, both eus/kaives haviag
gone into his heart!
over There he a5 magnic
ficent 3 specimen of a_sambur as ever 1
gaw. But for the scizers we should
have had a hard b conquer
foe b, wan, 6ll of Bight. andl 5o, Hal
we lefe him much fonger he would
probably have broken bay and go off
altogether. As it was, however, we
thouted Tike s’ couple of school-boys,
and the hours of toil we had endured
scemed but minutes, and the fatigue
all disappeared when we looked upon
hie splondid beast lgm; there. Pres-
ntly we were joined by the rest of our
HAeE) 1n vaisas viaged oF exhasetion

whuk:y rmm s ‘lask thar somebody
carried. We all drank, and then we
ave the dog-boy 4 ip, for he would
Bave to' come back the next day with
coolies and camy the stag_home.

Counting our pack, after emer ing
from the jungle, we foun
i) A SBLE miaditg N i
or a quarter of an hour they came u
looking dead dired and scareely able to
here was no
were utterly
them on our shoulders, we
tho fest of the way o, the Wegusl, the
poor grateful puppies—for they were
not very old—trying to show their

recaton of what we were doing by
ieking our s

nest morning we made an ey

m". inten picce of jungle
lying in a -hﬁmed vulley which was a
pretty sure find time I,
who had done a gwd deal of the run-
ning about, clected to remain outside
on the prairie with the scizers, and
take our chance of the deer coming our
way. 1 might add, between oursclves,
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that we were prety confident that we
should not have to wait long or for
nothing. Accordingly we took up o
position by a twbted rhododendron
tree, hidden in a little hollow.
Shelter was v:ry necessary, for atthis
carly hour the air was raw and chily.
The st of the party started with, the
hounds, keeping along t the
valley 'up which it way : pieianls &
sambur_would wander for a bed
after feeding all night. We did not
anticipate that the hounds would find
until they were well up toward the
head of the valley, which would take
them some time. on our
backs waiting and hsrcrimg for the

sat beside us,
e direction the
h 1d the leash

there some little time, they simultane-
ously made a bound forward and as
nearly as possible got away. In, a mo-
ment we were on our feet and had th
dogs under control, and then we saw
the cause of the excitement, which the

quictly cantering across the patna to
e opposite jungle. When we first set
epes on her she was not chirty yards

The sake of fir play: then we re
the struggling stag-hounds and gave

them a shout which s the doe
5«:4 del st than s, smn e
to be herself, and

v Ihuugh\‘ g
rtaken before she was half-
iy .

w bow the dogy’bound! What
springsl WhAt a pace Saw anyone
ever the like of mm Go on, Grouach!

! you'

hind her she made a last jump and dis-
apposred lnso the jungle: The dogs
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olowed ber, but posealy came back,
looking foolith and beaten, for they very

rarely run by scent. The course had
been well cumell:d. and the doe

Once mor vve resumed our comfort-

able ition nnd chaffed the two
Wwho Scemed fully comscious of the dof
Fiat. Haeve,

of th

tna we
good position. Shal

' anot
R‘m

E 1 sl
Sorr-tack: (el Jod acoves the vl
in the desired dircction. At the cdge
of the cover it ended, and we had to
find a way for oursclves, We got up

hill preety were just inning
the descent of the ridge, when
called, out, “W wu"

was
a cry that most planters knew the mean-
ing of, for the mousa plant is the most
fearful of nettles. In appearance it is
ihe most harmlos of hings, with g,

smooth, dark- wes, of a lon
oval shape, sli s o
Itis the sort of a 1=.4P‘;.=r you would pick,

because of its shape and size, to put in
your hat on & hot day, but only touch
it and you will emember it o ¢
of your lfe. It raiscs a red patch that
burns and inflames, and every time
ays and some-
times weeks after, the pain is rencwed
with all ite vigor, Some. idea may be
gained of nce when it is con-
Bdcred ot 1. -m “collapse” stage of
dic cholera it is not unusual to use
this leaf, applyiag it by fla cllation
ot aray Wiko Thit s
wake the ‘Batint, he 16 bound fo

We carefully avoided the mousa, and

ran into a bed of nillu that extended all
vy dovn the hillside, We evenric

ally resched, the patna, only to i al
quiet, Evidenty we had Y i
ection. For a couple of hours we

alternately ran and climbed, until at
last, when on a high hog-back of wind-
blown scrub, we heard the distant cry

e hounds, evidently coming in our
direction. We decided to make for the
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ng Plain which lay at our feet, believ-
ing that the pack would run their quarry
into the open. So down we went again,
ard as we could tear, and at last reached
the open patna. About a quarter of a
mile off was a mound with a litrle
scrub, and on this we hid ourselves,
waiting for the appearance of whatever
was before inds.

We were here for some little while,
the deer_being Joath to leave the cover
of the forest; but presently we could
tell by the sound that the pack was
forcing it our. two stag-hounds
stood trembling with excitement, while
their cyes cagerly searched the edge of
the patna and forest. All of a sudden
they made frantic efiorts to get away,
and in another moment we saw
splendid stag break into the open and
trot plain.

He was evidently undecided what
to do. The: water in which
could make a stand and he rather wished
t reum to the jungle; but the rapidly
approaching pack gave him no option,
50, breaking into a canter. he started of
oing away from us obliquely. Before
§ Hed gone & hundred yards the pack
were in full view, and ‘rather nearer
him than we were. We slipped the
couples and yelled the seizers on. Lil
n arrow from a bow they went; not
this time would they be beaten. The
tremendous bounds fold, and the dis-
tance between them and the stag was
rapidly lessencd. Soon the whole’ pack

ogether, going like smoke. We

to follow,
e over in

for we knew it would
a short while, and sure enough, stead-

regular spring of the

determined to show fight. Borap made

reat leap, and before the antlers
could be used he threw the stag back
on his haunch. Then Grouach was upor
him with the remainder of the pack,
and in a_minute it was one great
struggle. Off we started, but too, late
for the honor of giving the coup-de-
grace, for the other fellows suddenly
appeared on the scene, and before we
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could get up it was all over. It was a
fine stag, and had given them plenty of
running.

There being no water with which to
remove traces of blood, we deferred the
usual breaking up, and after erecting a
pole to indicate the whereabouts of the

i off home, all of us pretty

n our way home a curious thing
happencd. As we passed through a
belf ‘of forest we sruinbled upon a Jarge
band.of Wandaroo monkep, big chaps
with white whiskers. After their
variable custom, so soon as they saw the
dogs they began their *Hoo-o0-hoo"
cry, and d ones came_down to the
lower limbs of the trees. We kept the
dogs together as best we could. Sud-
denly, however, they made a frantic
rush i ler-brush, and we could
tell by the noise that there was a scri
mage going on. Running forward
quicklys T Tound that the dogs had

ok

from the safety
rest had disay

ime

of the trec-tops. The
red, scared by the fare
of their champions, and 1 proceeded to
send the dogs back to the party. As T
tumed to go, I noticed Ma ng
dog, sniffing curiously st somerhiog
huddled up against the stump of a trce.
Going up to i, 1 was surprised to see
that a baby monkey lay there, having

interested in the captive, which was
carried to camp, and from thence next
day to the bungalow of one of us who
was lucky enough to possess a cow. [
might add here that Jocko grew up to
the pride of his owner and lived very
happily to the end of his days.
By ‘vecing we had all ot game In
a goodly array it was. It
scemed a pity, however, that it could
not be utilized for food. Sambur i
sarely caten by Europeans. To me, it
tastes like coarse beef without any
flavor. Some of us had small picces
sent to our bungalows, and a portion
was given to the coolies, who were de-
lighted with it, as they are with any
meat, being almost vegetarians by force
of circumstances. The rest of the meat
went to feed the pack. The hides and
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antlers we rerained as trophics.
Throughout India and Ceylon the lack of
development in antlers and horns in
deer and tusks in_ elephants is a matter
of much comment. In Africa, 1 believe,
tusks are the rule; in India they are the
exception, tushes ‘or small tusks, value-

s as oy, aking theie place. This
peculiarity has been artributed to the
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lack of limestone in the country and
consequent bone-making properties in
the vagetations but whetos this I the
real cause or not, I cannot say. Still
the fact remains, and irnph{-lﬂum:n
have often regretted it. The big stag's
head, mounted as a_hat-rack, adorned
my bungalow, thereby, doubtless, ful-
filling its destiny.

THE WARVEST OF THE PiNE.

ACROSS THE MESABA.

By Janet Shepsrd.

HEN our Department of
the Interior welcomed to
northern Minnesota the

erman, there followed
in his wake (as white clover springs
up self-sown in the wre
Hhe), our northlend Priscills
bred women traversed these shad-
ths and kindied on the Mesaba
the tender light of home. Within a
year the tapper’s trail had broadened
t0 a tore-road. This in tum was eclipsed
by a railway. Cluims were staked out,
surveys made, and the cye of fait
might discern by the quarter post the
site of future cities.

Tron was King. Every mine owner was

a_millionaire, eves r 4 possi-
b Ciomn. Mea Hepy and doiamed
of sudden fortune; they woke and

talked of bessemer and hematite, of
greenstone, and schist, and phosphorus;
ase ity and option. Test-
pits, in which many a fortune was sunk,
wied like graves. Claims  changed
urly. Explorers spread
the rumor of rich farming land beyond
the Mesaba, and those whom speculation
hitherto had not tempted, at the pros-
pect of one and " sixty acres of
tich soil, hurried 1o the nearcst lan
office. Most potent factor of all, in_ the
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