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ditional mouse. A faint, far-away different quarters. We replied, slowly
yelping sounded half a mile or more and cautiously. Then g _n \pping

down the branch. After 3 proper
peuss Mart yelped again, In dia’ time
came the response Svad for ¢ fally ten
minutes we bandied calls t no purpose.
The yelping, down the branch, instead
Df approaching, wasevidently’ station

't understand that,” whispered
Old turkeys sometimes fight s
shy that wey, but from the bungling

and fluttering, as severs birds tose
from the opposite side of the branch
and lit on ours. A wbdud Sputt putl
s Heardy; deawi closer and
Eloser. 'Oue gunt are sofly coc
the muzzles theuse out e e
. The tension is almost over
m..; My heart pounds away Wt
steam-hamme
A  line of 1 uptnng black columns
with red appea bhm the sea

or some mmuru lam nn change

curred, then the voice bega ©

lppronh Mate still looked puzaled.
¢ crept cautiously down over

Then came 4 falnt rustling amid the
dry oak leaves at the hedge-row,
forty yards distant. A dusky form
mo the broom-straw.
(huvenng it excitement, | leveled

gun, o we e instant-
1y Mocked up by my cnmyamun. whe
at the same moment gave a low whistle.
At this sigaal the duky form, stzight
caing up, devloped intc 2 man, ‘Sqire

e

atc’s chums.
I, Squire, thacs a closeter ac-
intance than ever 1 keer
th two fingers of double B's
claimed Matt
We now made room in the bl
iy truly unexpected guest, g
ing eas senewed by the o yelpers

P i rosoiee, il frocs vl

ex-
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some

in dreams.

ind then s lound o

bird ki had caen gt in 3
e sprang ol i

moke and
e position just held by

the vanished line.

Alas! it was as bare as all old felds
are, Not a arkey, not even a fetl

“That ar fust ¢ fung us e
geict dharved he sl

W T e deete achimed Mare,
increduguly, as he gazed at the spot

re his turkey had stood, for
by el il g i A
different direction.

Just then the old field resounded with
a ‘tremendous fluttering and flapping in
the line of my fire, though a long way
off down the hill-side. We ran to the
spope A twenty-pound gobbler lay

It wnyn iy thikses T iy
ut this is the fist time
thought it necessary to say so.

1M A DAK GHARRI.

ny K.

ruary morning is not the
usual time, in the tem

PITCH -DARK and four o'clock on
a Fel

erate

jo 3 journey, but
Tndia one | h e gt ool
ditions, it hows foand we:gie

waving e s e i

g ourselves in the Dik gharri,
leaving the railway station at Amballa
on our journey up to_the hills, in other
words, on our way back to the convent in
Simla to. resume our

The Dik gharris are somewhat after
the style of an English coach, except

that they are drawn by two horses
instead of four, and cannor accommodate
s0 maay people st  Gme, but th

they are
more_ convenient, especially at night, as
the interior has a fevel surface, where
one can remain in a reclining posture;
and, as in travelers always carry

bedding, it can be spread
inside with comfort. There is no rea-
son, either, to share your coach with
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strangers, for travelers can enga
ntirc ve ave it reserve
Probably an hour or more had passed,
before any of us were sufficiently muwd
to take any interest in our surrous
bu, s dawn wes breskiog, the, therg
morning air made us keenly Alxvel‘ to
plains

the

the
of India and asces

As'the sun rose and the mist pardly
cleared away, we could sce the open
country mor clary; and then realized
of the scenery before us—the
ph.m Stretching away as far a6 eye
could see, with here and there large
clumps of 5 erds o
Cartlo, on thele. wey oue for the dey’t
pasture, tended by boys, who scemed

to cnjoy the crisp morning air, singing,
with their dogs at their hecls; the bi
too, awakening from  their rest, sang
their morning ﬁ

We were luddenl{ suared by che
sound of d hich
hears snaoantsd ke lmelth ToF &
stage or any obstruction in the road.
We looked out, snd saw 3
county carts shead, drawn by cxen, all
the drivers half bsleep, with their
blankets arrang
Mg s 3

cowl over their heads.
awakening so confused them, that the
id not get out of the way soon enou
o it o nte couchmap, who vigor-
oush whip as he dashed by,
Darrowl) escuping o collion.
A change of horses s sometimes
ot O g gt
roved 1o be so.

orses was

not as willing as his_partner; he stood
stubbornly at first, when the whip was
applicd, but presently Kicked, and
lterally ‘screamed, clashing wildly from
side. t ide of the roads leading the
poor animal whither he woul
Al vidions of upset coaches Aashed
through our minds, and we begged the
coachman to i Ot wehich
e was unwillng o do. However, 10

i bresking sy
balghir (pmnl.lmn) and galloped seron
the phin. After n
ried with the sid of the
ey helped to turn
wheels; s6d with burking of doge,
and screaming of women ...5 children,

on our way

Tong line of there.

3
Gibou ten o'clock we seached the

+ (a branch of the Jumna),

5 o) prasol s docn

winter, it was swollen with the snow

Slophants, The'river looked besucifl
in the morming sunshine, winding in
and out cill o the
It umlnded one of a huge serpent;
of cultivation_away
fond the banks gave i & defined out.
is river is not more than half
o mtle wide, Though most o the rines
in India are very
was soon over, and we Wer
opposite bank by a fesh Dk ghare
¢ oo e peaed the renow
e

any
S R N
emgh o these g'udem, we took
this opportuni were
well ndfuxdu.nwnhw;m. nt
o the
hum‘hed ot eneniel, Fihady
wall, with a perect avenue of fees on
cither side, gate-way,
Which was & large, masonry ssch wh
Wekome®  cars the
gates wer 0 we passed into
e " spacious grounks, whero In evety
direction we could see the groves of
orange trees laden with fruit;_and,
along the paths, all the brightest flowers
in bloom, with the birds twitterin,
about, and the water, as it ripple

along 'the side of the i
and there a playing fountain, lent charm
to_the scene.

The occasional hideous roar of a
tiger, that had been recently captured
cage, was the only inharmonious
sound which Erested the o
terrible monster bounded from side to
side of his cage, lashing his til with
otent, e st the iron bar,
shiddered a3 we thought of the
Pl befllen, the unfortunare
goat which had been tied to decoy
The palace, eatirely white, was clearly
aked amonpt the green folge. The
long rows of cypress trees, m’t lined
the paths that ntersected the gurden at
les, were of venerable age and
bicked Ty s of cvrpreen. g
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Each of the main avenues amongst
these trees had o small canal, along the
centre of which were fountains, set
warking for our pleasure.

The square massive walls, forming a
el ower, made 3 grear contrast 10

delicate trellis inarcts
uf the comers. The peincipal gate had
a very imposing appear

who must have lived in great pomp
pome fewe years back, though it s now
T i e e

siv of k. in on his
Joumey through Tt pmmfm country.
Our guide took great pains to ex-
lain to us all that was of interest
e were most curiously

uunged, mm was one large central

e
S B Rl ﬂoor, i
Liosd wors plased cusklons yabeti-
tuted for chairs, and at the end was

a divan or throne gorgeously uphol
Stered. On. the walls were pierues of
Rajabi and Ranies, which, Tooked at

m o European standpoi
steictly speaking works of art, being
painted in the most brilliant ‘colors,
with a supreme contempt for harmony
and the monotonous sament
ures peculiar to Indian pai
oh0e e ity it with
cach-exploits of their ancestors at
parious tiger and elephant hunts, and

him very muc

by inquiring b s el e
different legend, and cxam
the old armor arranged around. the
oom. The other rooms were smalley
branching off the m:
opeaing sa & balonios; 0 yaesnien,
overlooking the inner court; cach

was a repetition of the first. We
mouned up, going through dark par.

mbing narrow stairways,

5«1 oo pen terraces, each & lirte
smaller than the last, till we reached

e highest, whence we obtained a
view of the surrounding country.

We girls regretted our short hour
was over when the driver warned us
it was time to leave, and,
turned to our coach, pre-
sented with a large basket of oranges,
and each a bouquet of flowers, as me-
mentoes of our pleasant visit.

i
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Our next stage of four miles brought
us into l(‘llu a small town at the foot

4¢'the hotel just long enough to- have
lunch, and o "‘{.‘ our conveyance from
the large Dik gharri to the open four-
seated onga. We were closely packed,
by the time our luggage was strappe

n to s on it b
the wheels, T sar by the et
driver, in front, and my three com-
panions behinds we were all in excel-

the bright morning had turned doady’
and, as we journcyed up, winding
through the hills, we found the air
much cooler. How well 1 remember
the almos conant s of
that warned others, who might be behind
fome comer, of our approsch; the jin-
ding,of the I as the horses gal-
ped on, Y mo e v & steep
forilus, Ghee thelc pace would Hacken
to a walk; and then the arrival at a
stage, where the poor animals halted,
knowing_ that dury s o i

-v.ﬂ_

unnlly o us, who
were never nud olplookm out for the
monkeys which appeare
sometimes_clambering over the

twigs.

As the cvening approached, we had
sarned the long corner of che Baron
Ghat, where we lost the g pc of
the plbins wad the fumilise 13 white
houses of Dagshai, where 1 had spent
e, we noteed

that Simla must be enveloped ... T
white mantle. From there we drove
down hill till we reached the valley,
through which we had a pleasant drive,

vel toad, passing through
lietle station called Solon, this time of
the year looking very desolate, as all

were in the plains
there was hardly any life to be seen.
We pzued below the Dik bungalow
and ound on, round and round the

base ‘of the hills. 1 can remember the
scene as we pa ng; on cither side
of the road, stretching far away slong
the valleys, we got glimpses of the
qualat 1ikls Kill vilages; surownded
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by tier upon tier of ficlds, climbing u
e o o the. il it rusy & Bk
ing waterfall.

y this time it had gown very cold,
and, as we neared the Dik bungalow of
Karri Ghar, on the side of the hill, bleak
and desolate, and open to the four winds
of the heavens, we drove up to
we 'Had been, looking forward o a hot
u if we could prevail upon the
sleepy old man to hasten his' move-
ments, for we had only a short time to
Sray. T have generally found that at
s Dik bungalows (or resting houses)
the man in charge, always a cook, or
supposed to be one, is an old man; there-
fore, more slow than natives usually are.
The interior of the house s very spar-
ingly furnished, having, perhaps, but
one bed, table, and a few chairs for

y are genenally s
built, with low roof and verandas all
round, without any ornament in the
way of flowers outside. This one was
not_the exception to the rule.

e coachman hurried us away, as it
was getting dark, and we galloped on
for a long stretch of twelve miles under
the cliffs of Tari-Davi, towering dark
and grim_above us, the road being
cut out of the solid rock. Soon we en-
tered the gorge, where we could have
obtained 4 good view of Simla had it
not been for the snow storm which was
now upon us. It had become com-
letely dark as we ascended the final
ill to Simla. The road being almost
impassable from the heavy fall of snow,
our progress was very slow. We suc-
ceeded in passing the last stage, but
were blocked within two miles of our
destination. We could get occasional

limpses of the lights of Simla through
linding snow, but the coachman
it impossible to get on any further,
as the horses refused to be urged for-
ward, the storm raging with such fury.
ist, ich in morning lay so
sofily.in’ the valley, level and. white,
and ich the tops of the trees
were scarcely visible, had changed now
into_ heavy clouds, black and threatening.
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We looked around, unable to, con-
jecture any possible means of advanc-
ng, till our coachman suggested going
into Simla_to bring assistance, as it
was impossible for us to remain them
all morning, We were harly prepared
for such severe weather and felt ner-
vous, besides, at being left alone, so we
sent the balghis instead, keeping our
coachman as some sort of protection.
These hills were not free from wild
animals and, in winter, they roam up
nearer to the habitations in search of
food; the cheetah, a species of leop-
ard, was always to be feared, espe-
cially if dogs were anywhere about.
We were very cold, hungey and
depressed, and hailed with delight the
approach of another tonga which had
n us, containing but one pas-
senger, a gentleman.

%,

sce four helpless, shiv irls, in
the wind and blinding snow. Wit
the of his rugs e us as

comfortable as circumstances allowed,
d we felt very tha our bene-
factor.  Presently we heard a deep
growl, as some black object made a
leap at the front of the tonga, where
lay our friend's dog, a beautiful span-
iel, his faithful friend and companion.
ere was but one yelp and d
was gonci the gendeman sprang up
and, ‘pulling his revolver
pocket, fired; but the cheetah, for it
was one of those brutes, had plunged
away in the darkness.
¢ terificd horses dashed wildly to
the side of the road, and might have
done some damage, had it not been
difficult for them fo make headway;
it was some time before the coach-
man managed to pacify them. This
made us more than ever nervous, and
the hours seemed long as we waited.
re at last relieved to see a light
apprcaching, and help came to us'in
the shape of two Jhampans (a kind of
Sedan_chair) with bearers to carry us
into Simla.




