HUMAN TREE-DWELLERS OF MALAYA

By CASPAR WHITNEY

OR two days, through the jungle
tangle of intrior Malya, I had been
on thinoceros tracks. Origin

4l T fou st Peae, aly t s

them, and now I found myself on others

approaching the limits of the up-country
section. Perak is the most important, as it
isthe most northerly, o che four Pederated

(British protected) States of the Malay Penis

sl Tt ta sad the maer miainions: el

 wettest.

They _told

me at Telok

where the
coasting
steamer

chosen the
wettest, it
scemed.

Approach-
ing from the

settlement
out of the
jungle, their
dark tropi-
cal cdging,
the hills in
the immedi-
ate  back-
ground, and

“The Sakai Man in Prme of Life.

farther away the Tongkal Range, which helps
to give Malay its mountainous backbone—all
wooded tothe very top The State s bl
n peaks over 5,000 feet high, and I

e T B these, Gunong (meunt) La-
ing, on the west, a5 I bore northeasterly
across the head waters of the Perak River
and over the range, laboriously journeying
toward Keletan, a native state which pushes
into Patan, which again reaches northvard
Lower

n varie-
ties in hav-
ing fringes
of hair on its
cars—the

down from

rhino had
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The Nose Flute Phyers; Bark Lein-Cloth and Head-Band.

hair on its cars or tail. So I was making my
way toward the Telubin River, which runs
down to the China Sea on the cast, and where,
Thad been told at Singapore, rhino were re-
ported to be plentiful. \We had Lefr roads,
i1 pack lphas, bl sy dows
the other side of the range, and were push-
ing forward through the jungle with five
Malay packers, a Chinese ook, and a Tamil
—cight of us all told.

Tt was my first experience with clephants,
and their agility and handiness, and the intcl-
ligence with which they accepted and over-
came unusual conditions in traveling, amazed
and interested me. Without sccing it 1
would not have believed that so large and
apparently clumsy an animal could be so
nimble, even shifty, on its feet, on the ©
ing trals we encountered all through the
valleys and up and down the mountains. T

was greatly inerested, often

e
the path was at all uncertain
the trunk explored every step
before the huge feet were
placed, with almost mathemat-
feal_precision. And never for
an instant was their vigilance
relaxed; always the trunk felt
the way, sounding the road,
the bridge, the depth of the
pool or stream. But perhaps
their climbing up steep
ascents, and over ground so

slippery that I, with hob-
nailed shoes, could scarcely
secure foothold, impressed me
most. One instance of their
resourcefulness especially sur-

sharp, clayey incline, at the
top of which the bank had
broken away, leaving an abso-
lutely sheer place about cight
feet in height. 1 wondered
how the elephants would ne-
gotate this, but it did not
other them as much as me,
for the leader simply pur his
trunk over the top of the
bank, ralsng himsel up uncl

s forefeet on it, and
then it tounk and forclegs
dragged his great body over
the cdge until his hind legs

were
The elephant is not a fast traveler, though
he is sure and of enormous strength. I never
saw one slip, and they kept going even when
sunk belly deep in the swamp. Three miles
the hour was our average, which fel to two
in the hilly country, and in the mountains
T doub if we made over one mile an hour.
Each clephant carried six to seven hundred
pounds on fir roads, as a good load, which
wwas reduced to four hundred pounds when
they began climbing.
vas without an interprter, The one |
- engaged for the of cholera
before we got beyond the Senictnents, wad
as the siny scason is the most ushealhful
eriod for adsenture into the fungle, T v
Feaie. 1 vepiace usm My ol it
fnew a fow Englsh vords.knew them 4o
imperfectly as to confusion every
attompt 2t sl ndemtanding.
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After the first couple of days winding into
the hills past tin mines, the most valued
deposit in the State, our trail through Perak
1] sk o, s matan, s
up and down valleys—and always in
mud—sometimes up fo knces, always over
iaMzs, Onice o i got duep: ium the
jungle, a view ahead was never possible,
even on top of the mountains, because of
the density of the great forest. And such a
dismal jungle! Not even a bird note; not a
sound of any kind, save that made by the
squashing of our own feet in the oozy

going.

"The incerior of Malay is covered with a
primeval forest of upstanding trees, limbless
to their very tops, where umbrella-like, they
open into great knobs of foliage, and form a
huge canopy so thick that not a ray of sun-
light may: break through. Bencath is the
most luxuriant and wettest vegetation fo be
found on carth. Palms, bamboos, ferns, and
plants of rankest and endless varicty, hide
the ground and rise to form yet another
forest of smaller though thicker growth; while
attans and vines andl creeping things stretch

from tree to tree, to make a continuous serics
of giant festoons.

And the malarial smell everywhere!

It required a heavy rain fo come steadily
through that close canopy; but it arrived.
Nor was the rain needed fo complete our
drenching; cxcept for the footing there was
little appreciable difference wading the chin-
deep strearms, or plowing through the drip-
ping jungle under that leaky canopy. In-
deed, the stream wading was much fo be
preferred, for only at such times we cscaped
theleeches.

Leeches and lizards and centipedes and
numberless other varieties of crawling un-
pleasantness were, in fact, the only living
things T had scen thus far. And of leeches
there were literally myriads. They fastencd
upon you actually from crown fo_foor, as
you worked your way through the ferns and
grasses, which reach high above your head.
Norwithstanding carcfully adjusted put-
tees and a closely ied handkerchief, it was
impossible to keep lecches from getting in
at the ankle and at the neck. Every now

and again, we halted to pick off those we
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could reach; and then you could see them
on allsides making slow but persistent way
toward you, in alternate stretchings and
humpings.

This was not ideal country for camping,
as may be imagined. Dry ground, even

ry log to rest upon, was nof fo be found;
b the shelrer the Malays buil cach night
at Teast protested us from the unceasing
rain. These were simply made, serviccable
litele sheds, constricted of the always at
hand bamboo and atap leaves in no longer
time than i takes to pitch a tent. Here was
the one occasion when the mud scemed a
blessing, for it proved a yiclding, yet firm
setting for the four poles which served as
corner posts and the two longer ones placed
st cch cud g o e pol. Sl
bamboo and, as often as not, rattan, placed
ot the,sides; and lhent. sl sccused tons
the ridge pole, completed the frame, over
which were stretched the large and uscful
leaves of the artap palm. Inside, again,
corner posts with slats of bamboo laid
lengthways made very comfortable beds;
and, with crossway slats, stout benches for
our provisions and general camp impeci-
or, of course, it was necessary to
damagable above the mud.
So we traveled on and on, looking for
5k, dhsging ousschv o By asbler
decp in mud, along stretches of swamy
‘here the shino feed appeared particubuty
tempting (@lthough rhino, genrally feed
carly in the morning and at dusk), or,
Crouched nil walking was all bur impos:
sible, sneaking info cvery more than usually
dense bit of cover which suggested a pool
or a thino be. s wet, cheerless
work; and what gets wet in that jungle
stays wet. Except for the water you have
wring out of them, the soaked clothes you
hang at night on a bamboo stake driven
deep into the mud are cqually as soaked
when you try fo put them on again in the
morming bright-light.

My men did not appear to take much in-
rest i the scares b shines indeed they
pursued the journey with great reluctance,
for at best e Malay i not a huntrs salk
ing game does not appeal to him. ~He never,
by choice, hunc in the sy scason but

the more sensible method of sitting
5 it an st drinking hole in the d
season, or over a bait. Besides, they stand
much in awe of the rhino, which they rarely
hunt, notwithstanding its blood and horn
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being worth almost their weight in gold at the

Chinese chemists’, who use them in mystical
medical concoctions. Once we found plain
tracks that in due course led down the moun~
tain to a rushing, roaring stream, which we
could not cross, although the tracks showed
that the thino had at least made the at-
ent, woe atshio o anile deren slesan
could we find signs on our side that he had
not succeeded. This experience came near
o stopping the expedition, for the Malaye
scemed determined to tur back, and as 1
was without even the first aid to communica-
tion which my Tamil servant (before I sent
i, back ill with Fove) Furnshed, 1 had re-
course to looking pleasant and offering gifts.
Finally we did go on, though the Malays
had no liking for i, and were sullen.

There had been days of this kind of cx-
perience, 5o that now, when 1 had acrually
come on fresh tracks, my thankfulness was
both dep and sincere, At first the tracks
were distinct, and I had no difficulty in fol-
lowing them, particularly where, for a con-
siderable distance, they led through what
may be called a jungle runaway, which is a
P forced.throngh the hewv
brush by the rhino, and of such density
that, were you standing within a half dozen
feet, the beast might go through unseen,
though not of course unheard. But on this,
the second day,the raks ed up il from the
swampy land of the he rain was £
ine rusually hard, and the water flowed
wn the hillside almost in streams, making

i6, of couee, very difbiculs to follow the
tracks—sometimes entirely obliterating
them. Hence 1 worked forward slowly. T
had ceased fo depend upon my men, though
T kept two up with me, leaving the others o
coms mare Lisacely with.the ks, that
at nightfall we camped where we happened
to be—which was about a5 good a plan as
any other, for there was no choice of camp-
ing ground in that count

Al morning I followed the tracks with
axtreme difficulty, but in the early afternoon
they led to dricr ground, which as it ap-
ronched the hilltop became more open, and,
R wdvanas o vy oo ooty T pushed iy
way along more rapidly, with all artention
focussed upon the tracks, and every hunter’s
conss Higling i, it drincas, Sids
denly and noisclessly, a something scemed
to dodge behind a tree; then another, and
yet another—and still a fourth—all in fron
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and to right and left of me. 1 saw no de-
finite shape—mercly caught the glimpse of
a moving object as the eye will, without

actually seeing it. T knew it could not be a
Thino. A< T stood, T caught ight of  black-
topped head looking furtively at me from
bebind @ trc, but I popped back instantly
on my discovery. Then another head from
Behind another tree, and again a third, and

91
of half-wild people, Sakais, that roamed
the northern section of Malay. 1 am a be-
liever in preparedness, however, especially
when the atmosphere is unfriendly, as my
sullen_party suggested it might be, so 1
backed against a tree, with cocked rile, and
in addition to the full half-magazine, took
four cartridges out of my belt that I might
have them in hand did the necessity arise.

“The Sakai Women that Live Near Scedements Affct the Malay Dress, but Decorate Their Faces a5
i the Jangle.

50 on until it became a game of hide and scck
with some fimes several heads poked out,
turtle fashion, from behind the concealing
trees. T could get but the merest glance, but
that told me the heads did no belong on
Malay shoulders, and yet I knew not what
they were, nor was I prepared fo sce human
beings of any kind in this country, friendly

or wnistendly, athough 1 had heaed ey

Thus T stood ready for whatever emergency
might come. There was no movement on
the part of my hidden watchers, however,
other than that the heads continued popping
out and back, and from many new quarters,

keeping me busily watchful. It was the

o
developed. Thus I stood waiting for some-
thing fo happen, and impatient to exaspera-



92 Human Tree-Dwellers of Malaya

tion after ten minutes of this rubbering game
that nothing did happen.

st came my two Malays. The heads
now all popped out and stayed out, but no
Body followed from behind the treee. As e
took in the situation, Jin Pari, my head man,
pointed energetically at the heads and re-
pested ovr and agen Sala™—by which 1
earned I had indecd fallen in with the tree-
dwelling aborigines of Malaya.

Some long-range conversation was now
begun berween my Malays and the heads,
and finally, with cvident hesitation, a man
stepped from behind one of the trees, and
in the course of a few minutes was joined by
other il her ver igh of then grouped
fifty or sixty fect away, regarding us with
” reut suspicion; Except for aromall
loin covering, they were naked, and some
of them painted in fantastic figures. More
long range talk followed, and the strangers'
voices sounded curiously high and nasal,
Several minutes
men started toward
medintely dasted back in trepication, and
would have fled had not the Malays
stopped, and, T judge shouted fiendly
messages fo them. Back and forth, with
long intervals, this shouting eoataied it
fully an hour. Mean time, as it was im-
possible for me to hold conversation with
any on, L of coure had no acual knowl-
edge of what they were saying; but, I sur-
mined the strangers feared wocand that the
Malays were endeavoring fo pacify them.

By this time the remainder of my party
had arive, and a general babel ensued.
Finally, with one accord, the Sakais disap-
peared, and one of my men went forward,
carrying rice, which he deposited at the
ba where the strangers had
been standing. Then he returned to us. In
ten or fifteen minutes the Sakais came back,
their numbers greatly augmented, took away
the rice, and replaced if with some roots and
e things which looked ke vegetablsor

Tt was early in the afternoon when I had
firt ighted the Sakais, but what with pala-

exchange of gifts and long-range
conyersation, duk carme upon s widle we
taried. 1 had not forgotten the rhino,
but T had not quite found myself in these
new surroundings and thought best to make
haste slowly. Morcover, I was sincerely glad
for the opportunity of secing something of
the Sakais, for 1 knew they are a people

A Geodbing g o Youg Woman i Cah Covan,
swing Bark Lain-Cloth, Necklaces of Secds and
o e e i ot

about whom almost nothing is known, and
of whom only one white man—an Italian—
Captain G. B. Cerruti, has made a study.
'Fhey scemed to be very curious, and
quite desirous of watching us, but were shy
of our approaching them. They hung on the
edge e camp, maintaining a constant
jabber with my thought of
getting_better ac T went toward
them, but they f?ed precipitately, and al-
hough Tmalk e ther, ey s per-
mitted me to get near. It oceurred to me
that my rifle,  hagt, might be 3 bet o
closer acquaintance, s t back to
it a1 Sk th precatt
tion to unlond it an on my cartridge
belt—the Sakais curiously following like @
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‘A Type of S Found Wase o Pesk Rivr

fock of binds, ll seappeaing at o distance
of forty or fiffy feet, in open sight, so soon
as T reached camp. But I got no nearer
them without the rifle than with ir. Alwa

s0's00m 25 1 stared tovward them, they di

appeared, cvidently keeping close watch of

me, because
were visible

Seilids stop in the vicinity until T
should learn a little more of these people, 1
moved up the hill to get out of the mud-
hole in which we had camped, and discovered
a tree with what at first sight appeared a
strange new growth, but, on close inspec-
tion, developed info a rude finy house, with
2 amall head and beady eyes pecring At me
from its platform. Farther on was another
tree-house, and near it several others. T

as 1 retraced my steps they

motioned my Malays to stop here, but our
cumping preparations raised such 2 commo-
tion among the Sakais hovering on our van,
that in order to mollify them we moved on.

hese houses are built in forked tres,
from cight to twelve feet above the ground,
and reached by bamboo ladders, which arc
hoisted at will.” The house itselfis very much
of the kind of shack we put up for cach
night's shelter, except that the Hooring is
Inshed rogerher picce by picce and bound
securely to the trce limbs with rattan—the
sides and top covered with attap. Unfortu-
natelys the ontimous rainand semicdudle
of the jungle made it impossible for me
o sebets phoreigaph of e houses.

1 spent a couple of days in the vicinity,
even dlimbed the fral bamboo lndder it
one o theishouses, kecping my sifle lung
over my . lest some of
e Sukai opposse sy Idion wath the
blow-guns many cutied: But T never gor

 than twenty feet or so of an indi-
Vidua, though 1 Had the. opportunicy of
cxamining their blow-guns and darts, and
their various bamboo ornaments, which,
through signs and giffs, 1 got them to de”
posit on the ground for oy nspcton—they
etreating as 1 dre . The

gr:'w ncreasingly generous in rhcxr presents
in refurn for my gifts to them; yet, always
the wame method of prescntuion bad to be
followed. 1 never could get within arm’s
reach of them.
These men of the woods (Orang-utang) or
Sakai, as more commonly they are known,
are the aborigines of Malaya, and to be
found in greatest numbers in the northern
part of Perak cast of the river of that
name—the Saki popularion i estimated, 1
at about five thousand. They are a
smalhsh people, of lighter complexion than
he Maldys, though not nearl so plessing

o e ey Lidomlthey e i ot comely.
They hae no idols, no prists, no places or
things of worship, no writen [anguage, and
their specch is a corrupted form of Malay:
They e i seval setfoment, mariably 1
trces if in the jungle, with no tribal head.
But though n altogether unilzed prope
by no means are they savage. It is a simple,
dwarlike race, so rided by the Malays in
times mostly gone now that British influ-
ence has spread throughout the Peninsula,
that they are exceedingly shy of all stran”
gers; and particularly fearful of chance
Malays in the forests. There are, however,
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goups of Seli living on che autlits of
alayan settlements that have lost a con-
idereble amont of thir timidty, ane these
have adopted the Malayan sarong (skirt); but
in the jungle their full dress costume consists
of a small picce of cloth, pounded out of
tree bark, wrapped about the loins of the
adult men and women, while young men
and women and the children ‘pursue the
course of their untrammeled way clothed
only in nose-sticks, carings, armlets, and hair
combs. The women, in fact, are much given
to adorning themsclves with these things,
and employ a lighter quality of bark, which
{they dotonats in black apts and lines, o bind
their hair. 1 marveled at the number of
combs one woman would use, but the reason
i the very unromantic one that many combs
they believe to be preventive of discase.
Both men an d women decorate their faces,
and some fimes their bodies, mostly in a pale

A5 They Grow Older the Women Lose Whatever Good Looks They
May Have Had
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yellow with flower and line zigzag p
terns. Some fimes they

affer the manner of
in spots like the leopard. Thev ko
‘make their appearance as terrifying as pos-
sible to embolden them on t heir journcys
against the wind, to which they attribute
every ill that befalls them. Lightning, thun-
der, rainbows—all such heavenly phenomena
are’regarded as the messengers of the “bad
fhose” of the wind, from whomm they rem-
lingly implore deliverance. They are ex-
cessively superstitious, and on occasions of
fright the women offer lighted coals and
bundle of their childrers hars, while the
men shoot poisoned darts from their blow-
gune i the general endeavor (0 propiiate

Here, decp in the jungle of Malay, did T
at last in the Far East find a people for
whom the legend “made in Germany” had
o significance; all their ar-

ticles of ornament (save the
necklace, which is composed
of seeds and animals’ tecth)
and utility are constructed
entirely of the ubiquitous
bamboo, as is the blow-gun,
called sumpitan. This “gun’
is a pipe about an inch and
one half in diameter and six
and one half feet in length;
the bore, diilled most accur-
ately, is quarter inch, and the
darts ninc inches in length,
about the cireumference of a
heavy darning needle, sharp-
ened at one end, and poisoned.
With these they secure all the
meat they cat in the jungle:
birds, monkeys, snakes, liz-
ards. They also have knives
made of bamboo, with which
they cut roots, herbs, and
fruits. T was amazed at the
marksmanship of the Sakai
low-guns; fre-
quently T saw them hit with
precision and repeated accu-
sixty

ot ditants 25d theyiug
peared able fo drive a dart in-
to the crawling flesh of lizard
so far as it could be seen. 1
did not sce them gunning for
Ieeches; from any visible sign
to the contrary, the leeches
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did not seem
o bother them.
At the same
time I observed
they were cau-

stagnant jungle
water, and that
they would go
far to fill their
buckets, which
were  hollow
bamboo about
three feet long
and four inches
in  diameter,
from the valley
streams. They
scemed fond of
music, if con-
tinuous cffort
may be ac-
copted as in-
dication of a

unpleasantly
queer tune on

kind of flute,
which he blew
shrilly with his
nose.

The woman
has the entire
management of
the doms

cconomy, and is placed at the head of the
man’s cstablishment without other cere-
mony, than climbing the Tacer leading 10
his castle in the air. But the preliminary
courtship s unique; the girl (she is usually
twelve to fourteen) is decorated in patterns
of red, yellow, and black flowers, and is
then prepared for the strugele with her
wooer, somewhat after the manner of the
“Bundlers"—only the Sakai girl is with-
out the help of riment to ai

fense of maidenly virtue. 1 am not familiar
with the details of the Bundlers'custom, but
e wellichuperonend. ikt sidon i pupe

posed to successfully resist the “man of
the woods” for a good twelve hours; after
which period she submits unprotestingly to
her lover’s embraces, and in due course
climbs his bamboo ladder.

And always, so far as my observations
went, men and women appeared to share
toil and fruits of the chase in common.
They ar, i tuch, the only genuip socel-
ists that T have yer discovercd. They di
Vide ther blessngs and share one ancther's
sorrows. Apropos of which latter I am not
likely soon to forget the funeral I witnessed
of a Sakai who died the morning I broke




“This s an Aveage Tpe o e Sukai i
the Bambao Nose-Stick Orname

camp to move from their midst. Every
one belonging to the little band of twenty
gathered around the lamented, who lay
stretched out with bark cloth under him
and a variety of lizards chasing one another
under and over him. The mourners,

painted in fantastic and grotesque designs,
constantly moved around the dead and the
lizards as though performing a dance, and
ye their movements were without cnough
uniformity to suggest dancing. Certainly,
it was a very crude and weird ceremony,
weird to a degree in the c gloom and the
i of the g, especially the mosning
and wailing. 1 never heard such dircful
souids o usnan thinst and 1 dve

Prepased for Hunting With Blovs-Gun and
Quiter of Poisoned D

heard some startling exhibitions by Ameri-
can Indians.
Luckily the body did not long remain in
state—the lizards appeared rather impatient
—and when it was lashed to a tree limb,
together with blow-gun and fishing tackle,
the wailing ceased; and 1 went on my way,

As for the rhino hunt, T must reserve the
complete telling for another time, though T
may add here that eventually T was success-
ful. The tracks 1 was on when I stumbled
across the Sakai fiiled me, but others in
another direction did not. And there was
no fringe of hair on ifs cars. That thino s
myth so far as Malaya is concerned.



