THE MANEATER OF SEVEN STREAMS

AN ADVENTURE WITH A TIGER
By CAPTAIN R. G. BURTON, INDIAN ARMY

HE seven streams flow down from
the seven hills to the valley, where
their combined aters merge into

the main_river at_the foot of the moun-
aita, - This lr—hey flow st coals tenss
of the year, when the moisture brought
down by the monsoon rains has not yet all
evaporated bencath the rays of the summer
sun. But in the hot season they are mere
diy, s, with here and thre o pool of
tepid water collected in umbrageous spots
among the wild plum bustes st ol grav,

cool retreat for the shade-
loving tiger. At the meeting of the

waters @ ies in_a basin amon

the black basific rocks, This basin, bas
been hollowed out by the action of the
water,  which, during many monsoons
through countless ages, has worn a cavi
deep in the living rock. All around lie
huge boulders brought down from  the
mountain sides by the acton of st snd
water.  One stream  dro e rocks
above and has wom a t(p Pty the
fice of the hill. From the m
busin hang hge, walcies ted m
(bl i ik B b ok
of tiene to. form. All around, owlng
pescnial water, the gras is green and the

covered with brown moss, where
progoadian s basking in the heat of
the_sun.

 hills are clad with tall ebony and

teak trees, whilst the pool itself is over-
owed by 3 mighty bayan (the giant
fig tree), which has spread its arms over
the face of the water, dmmng columns
here and there o form a s
even the y sun does not bl
On the far side of the pool a great clum
of bamboo stands in the soft cart
beyond the rocks, and more clum
with green tamarisk clothe the banks of
the ravine. It is an ideal cover for a
tiges, and formed the favorite haunt of
the manetes of Seven
e o e s s

rest in security during the heat of the
ly.  Crowning the summit of the loftiest
of iha seren Bl ew tho ey, lew of s
ancent fort—such 2 stronghold s i fre-
quently met

Iownialo, renges of lodia. The tun e
walls, now fast crumbling into dust, run
straggling for many a furlong around the
o oF the M, Hlee tnd thiee ' vty
gun lies dismounted upon the ruined bat-
dementh or balf hidden amid the rak
undergrowth beneath the walls. In the
fort itslf no human being resides save the
old Hindu priest who tends the temple
standing inside the main gate with a four-

ing places where once the hardy varror,
whose stronghold this was in days gone b
had found sccurity during the el
between their raids into the surroundi
country.
Now the fortress is filled with trees and
bushes, and many snage anipuls find 2
g place in its recesses. The stealthy
ot el N e i i, iy
cry can often be heard at ni
roam_over
and frequenly bison" find their way o the
courtyard o rt. In dhis place, also,
s e
times took up his abode, and here he lived
afors b bogan Milling N bzmp. in
the days when the wild animals of the
forest were his only prey.
g g e g that
he climbed the mountain side to see)
lofty den. The deer casily escaped his
rush, and he could only seldom catch one
% they came down, o ok whare be lay
in wait among the bushes near the margin
of the tank that gleamed white on moon-
light nights. He was obliged even to slay
*This s a species of wild carle of which there are
several variet India, Malay, Siam, Java, and called
our, bantang, sladaog
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two bears for food, they being o0 slow of
foot to svade his omalaught, whilst he
devoured many porcupin:
oy Jame from the quils whi
his ' he abandoned the
AR being ot
by a lthe and active tigress, and he
the the mecting of
e el ol I
tiger smaller than lum-elf Here he took
up his abode, 1 pon the carle,
TEd sometimn ek, e, il
fat herds were numerous, which I
cdee of the jungle, some miles
the hills.

nnlbt
the

ws he dwelt for many years, and his
coat, once of a brilliant rufous tint, faded

Iplnl:“and brown. And then one dn{

Lungota, the herdsman, struck the figer

actoss the back with

in_attempting to driv

of his ft ‘efery which had been selzed
im, whercupon he turned upon

Langons and slew bim, and, finding s

Flood st 4

gl egigetng ey :nd (hrre

devoured, him, ﬁ.vmg only a few bones
skul, the pllmx of

A of his fect. Lun-

the tiger had finished his meal he kept
them at a distance with fierce growl
snarlings.

For'a week the people avoided the
jungle. The ook their cattle
away to the phm.. o i s o
less succulent and there was but little
shade where man and beast could rest
during the heat of the dzy Ailu A time
they began o drive them
rounds at the foot of rhn Sevtn Hxlh

ut the maneater was on the watch, and
before long one of the boys was seized and
borne shricking into the bushes, whilst the
monkeys chattered excitedly in the trees
above, paion] ose and flew off,
uttering hanh cries of alarm. Thus
or four herdsmen and bnyl were lullzd
until at length the frightened villagers
entirely avoided the dangerous jungles.

e maneater be<=me lder. First
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he climbed the hill to the old fort, and
slow the Hindu priest, devouring him in
front of his idols, where the remains were
found by one who went to worship there;
and the four-headed ses ad fallen
from above the gate and lay amid the
bones—s dreadful omen. Aftr thi the
far_out into the

el s
through the groves of palms, and carry-
ing. Off waybivors from the rouds aad
women retuming from market, but beiny
sometimes driven from his prey by a fies
onshaught of the buffaloes. At length one
evening be Kiled a boy ob the vary elge

oF T vllge, s the catle wer g
& cigheall, o his rsgn of eseor b
more pronounced, for now none dared
venture forth except in broad daylight, and
only then in bands of half a dozen or more.

A0 this was, relaed to me by Indro, the
Good, when I pitched my camp near the
vilage. That very evening the murderous
beast caried off a woman who was etury-
ing from cutting wood in the jungle. In
the morning 1 followed on e
silver anklet was. pic 3 tress of
raven hair hung fiom a bush; and some
picces of cotton cloth, torn off by the

tiered in the breeze, indicating
the path tcken by the mucterer. The
irect toward the pool at

g e e e K
populaly |ui]:uud

H= had for months pumncd his depreda-
tions without molestation, and his

the villagers had
be successful; for, sai
o i of S by spirits

of his victims. However, they became
ful when they had offered up
sacrifices to appease the souls of the

arted.
While the people were assembling to
drive rh: mmm:r fmm his lair, T sur-

veyed the w from a command-
g positian o0 one o hills, and
lanned the beat that was to take place.

overhanging the basin in t . and as
if to make this certain a npo(red “deer at
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hat moment barked in alam from the

ide was decided to
oo il sl ooy
which he still sometimes visited, haunting
the place formerly occupied by the mur-
eed pist

priest.
The bexen were in a semi-circle
lly & quarte of o mile be-

ol pool, and myself on 2

ol i e o

ran down from the fort. 1 felt that the
tiger was in the hollow of my hand, a
was even more cortain when o peacock
rose

below, giving utter-
call which is a sure

the
valley. A startled stag dashed past me at
a few yards' distance, h:lr‘:ng for a
moment and listening cfore
puriuing his heidlong mgm A
bear came shambling up

took the path toward the fort. And

the sound of heavy breathing fell upon my

car, and of the well-known footfall upon
the dry leaves, and in another moment the
mancater of Seven Streams stood before
me. He stopped for an instant with one
v rised, his grat tongue lolling from
s open jaws, looking and listen-
ing & the asise that purvued hism, snd
then, with a ferce roar sprang forward
up the Hill My bull caoght him in the
ank, rgle A fiercely and came
toward me open-mouthed, but dropped
dead t0 2 shot in the chest.
ings that followed there
mn«ly oted 25 speak: The m(rhhghr
Epession o Falat, S thaalisaad
¢ had fallen by the cime
o carried to the

e the mon-

and the feast provided
for the shikaris and beaters. A mancater
is a rare animal, and it was right and
fitting that the destruction of such a
scourge should be duly celebrated. His
skin now forms the centrepicce of an inter-
esting group of my trophies.

MINNESOTA'S SPORTING STATUS
By LEONIDAS HUBBARD, Ji.

INNESOTA s the State in which
East and West meet. It is hero
that the mighty forests of Michi-

Wisconsin, and Ontario touch clhows

the maddening waste of treeless

outlet through the Father of Waters, or
the Red River of the North,
Here, too, North meets South, and the

giant forest trees of British America
merge into the stunted timber along Towa's
sivers. There is no Lake Superior for a
barricr to game migration, as above the
neighboring Stares to castward, s moose,

elk, and caribou come down from the icy
regions about Hudson's Bay to roam
among the giant pincs and hemlocks.
With them come wolves which, not content
to hide in the fores, venture far beyond
Iand of deer to feast upon the sheep of
Hoadibesrd Swedes kad Danes who fiad
in this northern clime a reminder of home.
The wilderness of Minnesota surpasses
that of Michigan and Wiscomin A far
as those surpass the settled s
Peansylvania. e very, consder-
able stretches that have never been lum-
bered, where one sees the pine giants
yhich promise son o be as e 2 ison.
The extent of this wild region, too,
delight to.the soul of the nafuce lover:
Above the northernmost railway of the




