A TIGER'S JAWS.

RICE and I obtained two-and-a-half months’
Ieave on purpose to kill tigers, panthers, and
bears. Having made our preparations for the
jungle, we started on the nineteenth of March,
with a fino band, consisting of one big drum, one
big bell, four small drums, and a pair of pistols
always loaded with coarse powder, and being con-
tinually let off. The notse of this concert was
sufficient to frighten any animals out of the jun-
gle; and, when it was not, we had also some
twenty or thirty men to set up a supplementary
yell. T should like you to have heard our band
turning a corner among the hills! Our battery
consisted of ten double guns—some rifles, the
others smooth-bored—and two brace of pistols.
‘We did not commence shooting until the twenti-
eth, when we began at about nine in the morning ;
our plan being always to go some half-a-mile be-
fore the beaters; and, having placed ourselves
in some likely spot, to sit quietly, and (if possi
ble) concealed, until they had beaten up to us
Owing to rain, we saw nothing until the twenty
second ; when, having walked some five miles,
wo perched outselves, gans and all, on 2 small
tree, and put the beaters in. We had been in the
tree about twenty minutes, when Grice whisper-
ed to me* Tiger!” Isaw her almost at the same
moment : we fired four barrels, all of which took
effect. She charged with frightful speed right
under the tree in which we were sitting, and was
into the jungle in & moment. Immediately after
this, 2 peacock began calling, a sure sign of a
tiger being near ; and, sure enough, in another
minute out came a small cub about the size of a
dog : this, Grice shot. Wo then began the tick-
lish work of “ following up,” generally done on
elophants ; but, not being rich enough to sport
them, we were forced to go on foot. We traced
our prey about half a mile into the jungle, which
was so thick that one could not sce more than
ten yards ahead. I separated some six or seven
yards from Grice, and was in the act of looking
down close to the ground, when I heard a fright.
ful,roar; and, before I Aad time literally to cock
one barrel (1 had imprudently goneinto the jungle
with my piece on half-cock), I felt myself jammed
in the brute’s jaws. She carried me about ten
yards. My face, I believe, was touching her
cheek, when Grice, with the most wonderful pre-
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sence of mind, put two bullets into her ear. Sho |
dropped, nd befor

| diffrnt imes killed tenty:-fous of the vilagers
and-at the time Grice shot her, she was in the

Tam told that there was not two inches of
space betwoen my head and the spot whero tho!
bullots hit. Had Grice's hand shaken, T should

pe

conscious, when palled ot of the brute's mouth,
The skin, of course, I keep as a trophy—it is

nearly twelve feet long. The accident occurred

iy milesfrom camp; and It had aek Do
Grice, God knows
taken back

w I should ever

be well paid if they carried me to the next town,
Jaat, about twelve miles off. After some little

tl
where Grice is almost worshiped, on account of
having last year killed a tigress which had at

rfectly | his sport. It is more than a

month since he has
been heard of, but T hopo be s all right. 1 suf-
fered great agony, from the moment I was bitten.
My mother was always anxious about all her
ctlldrents constitatany  wll  very clever doc-

been | tor told me that if T bad not had an iron

consti-

tation it would have gone hard with me. 1

am perfectly convalescent, walk about, and go

out every mnln‘ in a kulkee; the wounds are

to have one’s arm con-

tinually llnnl ||p 1 should like very much to

send the skin to England, but it is very large,

and would be difficult to pack up ; otherwise, it
would make a nice rug.




