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Hunting Red Stag

In Europe’s High Country
Offers Similar Challenges To
Elk Hunting In Colorado — With

By Robert C.

Keffer

Yugoslavia, and Hungary.

n some reviers (hunting areas),
you can hunt from a comfortable
hotel, with a sauna, indoor swim-
ming pool, and all the comforts of
home. You are given the
hunting from a Hochsitz (high seat)
or stalking in the mountains.
isolated alpine Jagdhuette (cabin)i

he regal stag seemed to glide

into the lush green Alpine mea-
dow with two hinds. They were over
600 meters away and moving at a

tereain to get within rifle rang
sly arrived at the
edge of the meadow just as the sun
was sinking behind the jagged
peaks. My guide told me to shoot. I
looked through my four-power
scope, and in the clear air the antlers
of the majestc animal appeared
ormous. | cenered th crosghairs
about 12 i
Sasmad u.» nger Tha rzmm uf

into n\y shn\llder, o T
sight of the stag.

The red deer stag s one of themost
stately big game animals in the
world. Itis found in many European
countries and the opportunity to
Hunk (bie fae toply el 1y
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heavier body lines. After a stag
reaches his prime, about 12 years
old, his antlers start regressing. By
the time he is 12 years of age hemay
haveshort, thick spikes. Antl

ing th stag bgh inthe et
Austrian Alps is an experience well
worth the expense.

The red stag or Hirsch s similarto
the American elk. Its color is
reddish-brown in the summer,
changing to brown during the fall

ond year, the
Sillre Wi

st
oo years, 8 1o 10
points; and at the age of four,

T2 ponta. A ‘young iag hen thin
antlers and carries his head high.
Older stags have thicker necks and

are shed annually during February
and March.
e are several ways to book

in the mountains of
Austria and Germany. In Austria,
contact Heinrich Seewann, 1070

Vienna, Mariahilte Strasse 86, or

froi

best for the.
good physical condition and likes to
rough it. In this way you will see

ore game and revel in the splendor
of the alpine landscape

7s, you may als

have the opportunity to shoot roe
deer and chamois. The trophy fee for
Hirsch ranges from $1,700 for an
excellent 12 pointer or better, to $600

t seldom

An interesting point to remember:
in most Austrian Reviers you must
pay for missed or wounding shots.
This can be very expensive. Before
the hunt you will be required to test
five your rifle and shooting i nor
mally limited to 200 meters. Under
e creamataacts 1 1 wlen b
wait until your Hirsch is standing
broadside before shooting.

The Hirsch will make a fine addi-
tion to your trophy room, Hirsc]
antlers are seen in most of the old
castles, where in the past shooting
was reserved for kings and noble-
men. Other trophy from the Hirsch
include the prized eye teeth that are
used in hunting style jewelry, and
the long hair (Bart) on the neck. The
Bart is made into brushes that are
slaced o hats. Th longer the har,
the more valued

TRiflecalibor used for Red doer by
Americans in Germany are the 270
Win., 30-'06, .308 Win., and 7 mm
Remington Magnum. Calibers light-
er than the

Strasse 46 These
agencies can book hunts in almost
any country where Hirsch arefound,
including Scotland, Poland, Russia,

ed. German Jaegers prefer the 7x64,

e 9

. and some of t
calibers, The 150-grain bullet




most popular load. 1 have used a
Sako Finnbear in 270 with 150
grain Norma factory ammo for the
past six years. I have taken wild

should be four or six-power with
good light ing capabili

had heard the Hirsch roaring in the
high Alpine forest—the Brunft had
begun.

T hurriedly prepared my gear and
departed Wiesbaden for the seven
‘hour drive to the Alps. I met Herr
orbs and we spend several hours
discussing hunting in his area. He

Completely Furnished

e equipment fo & succenul
n]p e hunt from a Jagdhuette
Tuckenck that wil hold enough food
a ing for

1 drove to Ramsau, a scenic little
village not far from Hitler's famous
retreat, “The Eagle’s Nest.” There |
met my young n.um Josger,
Michael Groll. He al
huster eploped by the. e

stay. Essential items are a warm
waterrepellent coat, good hiking
shoes that are well broken in,
eate, hat, camera,toilet aticls,

Forestry
ik iy, B¢ aod
eded_for

t. W
anck still weighed about 50 pounds

Jagdhuette is :amnlu!cly i
by duh , cooking uten-
sil,and bedding

‘npuidictabie: westiac

g the steep and narrow
trails. A light pair of binoculars is
men n though the

guide will make the final determina-
tion of the animal to be shot.

The Bergstock (mountain_stick)
will be furnished by your guide. Itis
very light and about five feet long.
Wihont his mogert llpmu hunt
would b in
u-czndmu And d Sostiing thi
rugged

et vacenth. havier o
located on top of a high mountain.

Mike decided we would spend the
firat night in  acge cabin near the
cable car staf

other o Wit W o e
Jagdhuette. After settling in, we
began theevening piach (stalking),

We wallad about two Kllometars t0

during the rut (Brunft). In some
Reviers, 10 t020 Hirsch can be heard
roaring out their challenges. Fight-

mn has his back turned or i

“Howion L detirrahinignred

untin
tesgaden area of the Bay
arian Alps,
On 15September, 1 was notified by
Herr Worbs of the local hunting and
fishing office that he had booked a

hunt for me from 17 through 20
September. He told me the foresters

slargs
pine intied alpine meadow.
s & Brunftplats (riting place)

The bot tme o hunt red stag o during
it AU inis time. the sags fight
Lo il sach other

he stags came to collect and

hl“l‘ The ‘meadow

rocky peaks and mlu fnrelll, and
the stags booming calls echoed and
were amplified by the bowl shaped
basin. None appeared in the mea-
dow, but Mike was certain we would

binoculars. Standing _broadside,
thout 60 meters away, a8 b
She watched us or » fow seconda
and then trotte
s et 1omed et
but no Hirsch.

Ready To Shoot

Continuing for a few hundred
meters we spotted two chamois in a
ravine below us. We stopped an
o frase e 28 oy
from another

watel
chamaia’ gppears

ravine and joined them.
Later a Hirsch bugled from the top

shoot). [
watching the chamois and didn't see
the stag, 1 looked in the direction
Mike was pointing and saw a smal
eight-point. Hirsch heading down
the hill toward s, The landscap
rossed with deep ravines.
I was ready to shoot, but Mike

)
certain we would see a btter trophy
animal,

After the morning hunt was over,
we returned to the cabin and had
breakfast with some of the Germ:

was wonderful. With rucksack and
other gear, it proved to be quite a
chore.



The Huette was situated in a long
narrow valley hemmed in by lofty
peaks It was really isolated! There
were Hirsch and chamois tracks 30

‘meters from

Outside the Huette, Mike prac-
4 ing the Hirschruf, or call, to
imitate the bellow of a tag.

resulting in a sound exactly like
Brunft Hirsch.

The afternoon hunting was an
entirely new and slightly painful ex-

covered about four kilometers along
was limited

oy e elads we nmnd a
wellused waterhole wit
foosh tracks, but we didn't 800 one

e eseCs—
“We breathlessly
arrived at the adgo of
the meadow .
e

Returning to the Huette, we
changed clothes and ate, then began
the steep and difficult climb to the

oung Kitz but
reached the top without sighting a
single red deer.
It was late when we approached
‘meadow, and in another hour it
dark.

Revier when Mike suddenly stopped
and said, “1 smell a Brunft Hirsch."
(A rutting stag emits a strong deer
odor that can be emalled over 200

you
favor) Looking to our left we saw a
red deer hind. Then the stag

acopd rifle with 8 muzzie cov
sack, binocul Walking

sopearedt All L could ses was bia
Jarge rac hea
behind a nmnd of small mm Mike
made a quick decision and
“Hirach Schiessen.” But before 1
could raise my rifle, the stag quietly
vanished. We went into the forest
where the Hirsch had stood, hoping
it hadn't gone too fan
Mike was looking toward themea-
dow, and then I saw the stag with
e Budal ahont €00 ratae away
For . the Hirsh had
clrclodthe readow nstedd o
g the secusty of the dense pine
forest. We ran across the rocky ter-
rain to get within rifle range.
We breathlessly arrived at the
dee of the meadow, the thre red
were standing under a large
pine Ston sbout 380 setes ey
Apparently they hads
Even though they were ove. the
normal 200 meter shooting limit,
(Later, hesaid

serub pine. Mike told me he thought

Ihad hit the animal in the hindquar-
ters, because it had kicked with its
rear legs when I fired.

waited five minutes and then

spot I had shot at it. We discovered

pine branchin themouth of the stag.
This is called the last bite. These
traditions are carefully followed in
Germany and Austria. Most of the
colorful customs have been passed

sed the animal and
left it in the meadow, because it was
almost dark. Two stags began roar-
ing near the edge of the forest a few
hundred meters away. Mike was

could follow the trail without any
problem.

The next moming the German
Army helped ustake the stag back to
the cable cax station. 1t weghed

unds For an
Almmllmch fiwasa g el

H:m e Eo
high forests, just below the timber-
line,is Inthe

that it was too good a Hirsch to pass
up and that he had confidenceinmy

ing s0 i nmckly settled down, rested
myrifle on a grass-covered mount of
earth, took a deep breath, let it half
out, and squeezed the trigger. With
the recoil of the rifle, T lost sight of
the animal. I saw the two hinds
maning w the bl towaed she

the nxm ‘and ran stesightacrosathe
meadow, disappearing behind some

Brunft, there is a very good chan
of taking home a fine trophy even
though it takes alotof climbing and
effort. If you want a new and totally
different type hunt, try for a royal
tag in the high country of

the Old World.
Only 50 of the 83 Hirsch allocated
American Forces Jaegers were
taken. In the Land Hesse Trophy




