HUNTING THE ARCTIC GRIZZLY*
BY FREDERICK SCHWATKA.

Our_first_introduction to this boreal
in, “the tiger of the ice,’ s an Arctic
writer has aptly termed him, occurred in
the latter part of July, 1878, when we en-
countered the Eskimo of the Savage Isl-
ands, on the northern coast of Hudson's
Strait, who had, among other kinds of
Arctic merchandise, a number of polar bear
skins o sell. These simple nafives are
gertinly casly stsfed, or, mare proper-
Iy spesking “eaily cheated; for Ialia-
tumblerful of shot secured four saddles of
indeer mear, while a fine

was obuained for bl plug
a pound of Navy six) of tobacco and a
few charges of powder, Twenty-five caps
were given for one-fifth as many white
fox skins, and many other things were
paid for in the same proportion. T boug

three dogs—all they had brought in their
comien, or_seal-skinn scow—for myparty,
and when I gave them something appros:
mately near their true value (for 1 was not

L2

a little disgusted with the Shylock manner village

in which they had been treated), their
astonishment knew no bounds, and_one
old fellow, with a huge smilé breaking
through an'inch of dirt, 5o insisted on rub-
bing noses with me, ‘that, although
ceremony was a pledge of cternal
ship, 1 almost repented of the act of jus-
tice which he mistook for generosity.
olar bears are quite_ numerous along
the shores of Hudson's Strait, and as they
are extremely aquatic in their habits, be-
ing often found on cakes of ice or on ice-
ergs many miles from land, it occasion-
ally happens that American whalers en
poite through these st to the whal-
ing grounds in North Hudson's Bay, or
Judson Bay Company's ships, in their
annual visits to their trading posts, en-
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Counter Bruin here and have many inter-
esting bouts with him. If he is found on
isolated cakes or small floes of ice, his

capture is almost certain when pursued
in the well-manned small boats of the

ers, who have no trouble in overtak-
ing him in a fair race in the water and
then shooting him. = But if the ice-cakes
are numerous enough to force the rowers
to take sinuous courses and make wide
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deviations, or are packed so fightly to-
gether as’ to obstruct the boats, Bruin
enerally manages to save his blanket.
§E'the ive-packcis very dense, the only
method is the one used by the Eskimo, of
bringing him fo bay by pursuing dogs,
the same s if on land or on the shore ice.
So great, indeed, s the pola bears” love
for the salf water, that it is a very unusual
thing to find them far from the sea-shore,
and the only time I have ever known
them to leave it any distance was when

e short’ Arctic summer; for in the rip-
pls and rapids of these <oid. cecks Bruin
inds . most generous commissary depart-
ment while it lasts, and at all such places
he js liable to be found.
‘After the winter has set in and the ice
has formed to 4 considerable depth along
the coasts, the native sledging parties that
are then following the shore ice from one
illage to another are the ones most likely
to come in contact with this particulir
me. In fact, by far the greater num-
er of robes are thus secured by them,
en in the summer this solid ‘sheet of
ice is broken up and driven out to sea by
the winds and currents and tides, the
lar bear often follows his icy home to
s new abode, and it is here and under
these circumstance that he is most gen-
erally encountered, killed and studied by
civilized man, and his habits and peculiari-
ties noted. His love for the sea, in which
he is so characteristically distinet from all
thers of his tribe, has determined his
scientific name, Ursus Maritimus, althoug
the assertions of some that his habits are
purely aquatic must be taken with a few
rains of allowance. In the summer, as
have said, he occasionally goes inland
in quest of ‘salmon, and in’ winter, when
there is but little difference between the
land and the frozen ocean, both bein
covered with their common mantle o
drifting snows, his inland excursions are
not at all rare. The absence of encoun-
ters between polar bears and men in such
laces is due' more to the rarity of visits
y the latter than the former. It i
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doubless the ease with which they obtain
seals or the carcasses of “flensed” whales,
or those which have had their blubber
stripped from them by whalers, walrus

other sea-abiding animals, that at-
tracts them so persistenly to their abodes.
The inland country would not furnish
them enough to support their
casses for even a few days, unless per-

en
or three daye sldge-tveling from the
Tmain coast (probably thirty or forty
although it may be nearer some of the
deep finger-like fords Charactersic of the
Arctic coasts of some districts.  As show-
ing_their maritime character and the great
distance 1o which they will jourey on
fckds and cikes of ic, et one pick up an
atlas showing the geographical relations
een Iceland and Greenland, the dis-
tance between which is about equal to
that between New York City and Wash-
ington; yet these polar pirates often stray

in this manner from the easten coast of was t

Greenland to Ieeland in such numbers as
0 seriously frighten the inhabitants, being
famished and desperate with hunger after
their long ride and fast en route, and attack-
ing everything living they see, man not
c e natives, however, have an
ingenious way of escaping their fury, if
they can only spare some article of wear-
ing apparel fo amuse them or arouse their
curiosity. A glove, they say, is sufficient
for this purpose, for a bear will not stir
further dll he as tumed every finger of
it inside out, and as these animials are not
very dexterous with, their clumsy paws,
this takes up enough fime to allow the
man o escape.
he winter camp of our little party for
1878-79 was pitched near Depot Isfand,
in'the northernmost part of Hudson's Bay,
amid a large camp of mixed Iwillk, Igloo-
lik and Netschilluk Eskimo. 1 employed
four families of them, thirteen souls in all,
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o gecompany me on my proposed spr
sledge journey to the Arctic Sea. Aroun
this winter camp the natives reported that
bear were reasonably common, and quite
3 mumber of them fad promised that v
the white men, should be indulged in
some of this exciting sport before the win-
ter should wear away, if we would ac-
company them on_their sledge journeys
along the coast. That winter, howeve,
yiula%d us no sport in this line,
one of the native members of the party,
Tequees 2 big, obuse Netshil, ully
six feet in height, killed one bear on or
near Depor iand, while encamped there
for walrus hunting to secure oil for my
partys sledge journey, and this was the
only bear, 1 believe, ‘whose tracks were
seen near our camp that winter, althoug
such 4 scarcity was unusual. ~ Bruin had
evidently been’attracted by the scent from
the numerous walrus cairns, or litdle rock
caches where meat is stored, that dotted
Depot Island, and he came lumbering
along, suspecting no_danger, early one
February morning. Now “early in the
morning” depends upon the season, and
in the Arctic February or thereabouts it
means nearly cleven o'clock in the fore-
noon, and consequently our polar ursine
friend found everybody astir in_order to
ke full advantage of the very short day.
Tiqueesik's family were alone on the isl-
and, many of his associates of the village
ing absent at the whale-ships wintering
ot Marble Taland, some €ighty or ninety
miles o the southward. The consequence
e bear got fairly ino the vil-
lige before he was_ discovered even by
Tkqueesik's four or five runty, lttle, half-
grown black dogs that looked more like
Wolverine kittens than the true Eskimo
class of canines. They were, however,
cqual to the emergency, and, Eskimo-like,
Tkqueesik had to first come out of his snow
ut unarmed to see the cause of the dis-
turbance, when Bruin got a good long
start of him, despite the persistent nip-
ings of the pursuing puppies that delayed
him considerably. Tt was 4 running chase
r a good long distance, but the dogs,
encouraged by Tkqueesik's approaching
resence, worked like heroes to- delay the
ar, and finally succeeded to an extent
that gave their master a long shot at the
ame with his smooth-bore musket that
Juckily planted itself in_the foreshoulder
brought Bruin effectively to bay.
Loadng lesuey at this distance he ap-
proached much nearer, and as a result he
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had one close shave from a daring chas

of the ferocious beast over the hugomocky

ice but our Netshiluk Niod soon dis
robe ©

would have been

a thousand pounds, an

a bad customer at close quarters had not

may be considered full-grown specimens,
and some naturalists class them as the
largest of the genus Ursus, yet his famous
westem brother, the grizzly (Ursus Horri-
bilis), will certainly dispute the point close-
with him. Klled by Tkqueesik
was pronouriced by the Eskimo' to be “an-
a-yo-ad-lo,” or very large, and had he
been weighed 1 would not have been sur-
prised to see him show 1200 pounds;
certainly would have been surprised had
b, stopped short o 005, Captain Lyon,
it Arcic explofe, mentions  polat

a Britis
bear which weighed 1500 pounds and
measured cight feet and seven inches
“from tip to tip." It is said that Barentz,
in his expedition of 1506, killed two

bears whose skins measured no less than
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twelve and thirteen feet in length, and
which must have represented cnormous
auimal, ivaling even the lagest grizzly.
They were secured on an island near
Spitzbergen.  Franz-Josef Land is pre-
ehinenty the paradise of polar bears,
the Austrian_ expedition of 1872-4 which
discovered the island encountering and
Jilling them by scores, yet the largest one
they mentioned “was eight feet long, and
therefore of unusual size.” In Parry

ti vorage of i his party suceeded in
killing a'bear which, although measuring
cight feet and two inches in length, only
Weighed 90 pounds. It will be seen,-
says a_chronicler of that expedition, “that
his weight is not at all in proportion to his
dimensions, for he was 3 very lage ani-
mal, as far as length and height went,
although six inches longer than the bear
we killed in this country last summer, he
was upward of two hundred pounds

ter,

ing the ful of 1878 my hired native
hunters, s well as many from the village
that had clustered around, for which our
tents served as a_nucleus, started inland
on their annual reindeer hunts to procure
the hides of that animal, which are used
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almost_exclusively for their winter cloth-
ing and bedding. Joe (Ebierbing) at-
tached himself to a young Iwillik Eskimo,
Too-loo'-ah by name, who will appear
many times in these accounts as my most
valuable and intelligent hunter, Tooloo-
ah and Joe, as the autumn snows com-
menced Talling, had pitched their sealskin
tent on a precipitous hill overlooking a
small fresh-water lake, where the reindeer,

on their autumnal south jons,
could be seen for many miles, When the
weather became t00 cold to ailow the tent

to be warmed by their rude stone lamps,
an igloo or snow-house was built and the
hunt continued, One cold, gloomy, storm-.
ing day, when both our heroes were
snugly ensconced in bed (which with the
Hatwes means stripped surk naked, lying
Between their dreed rindeer blankay
a terrible racket was heard near the lake,
sufficient to excite their curiosity. Jo¢
jumped up, and, partially and hurriedly
dressed, emerged into the open air.

. Jes extited, stetched out, back up,
with his chin in both hands, eagerly
awaiting developments. . It turned out to
be a big, shaggy polar bear, breaking the
lake where it had an outlet into
a small creek and trying to catch the fish
that some instinct told him would be
found there. | As soon as Joe compre-
hended the situation, he seized a loaded
musket, the only am on_the outside of
the hut, and, faking deliberate aim_at
Bruin, who was about & hundred and fity
yards away, he let him have an ineffecs
tal shot in the leg. This so astonished

i rccived no. dan-
ger, tha he only looked at Joe in amaze-
Ment, howling furiously at his slight
i Hadook ok s o
a bear!) Joe, just after ired, ar
then. dodged into the low entrance of the
snow-house in order to get his Winchester
carbine, his head meeting, with 2 good
found thump, that of Toolooah, who,
stark naked, was emergin,
in hand. By the time that Tool
stsightened up in front of the entrance,

recovered from his dizzy collision, the
bear had commenced to appreciate that he
was in an Imhu.hhf‘ neig , with
2 high rate of mortality that could only be
counteracted by a high rate of speed, and

o had just swung i carcass apound for
a retreat when he got Toolooah'’s first fire
in his hams. Then he started on the run,
Toolooah giving him a second as he dis-
appeared. over § crest about forty or ity
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yards further on. He was not yet perma-
nently disabled, although carryiny
wounds more o less severe; an

the prey was to be secured. Despitehis
immodest_appearance, and 1o the Eskimo
mind the more deterring fact that the ther-
mometer was below zero, ran
like a race-horse for about 4 hundred

s and got a long-range shot of about
Yhree hundisd yards at the. retveaing po-
lar, who was is
hatnches on a second ridge. This shot
is_neck.

e him a il bullet in
skimo Nimrod, stark naked, standing
half-knee decp in' the snow, in’ the midsi
of an Arctic winter, gun in hand, over a
fallen bear, would be a_good picture to
ang in one’s rom of hunting trophies,
to_contemplate in the summer time. The
robe of this bear and that secured by Tk-
queesik had fallen to me, but during my
grs absence on the dedge Journy fiom
Hudson's Bay to the Arctic Sea, the retir-

whaler who had been hired to by
us into Hudson's Bay from the Uni
States appropriated them along with other
trophies, for the polar bear robe has a
market value in civilized marts.

In quaint old Purchas’ “Pilgrimes” is a
most_interesting account of the ancient
way “ye white beare” was huned, and
being ‘shor, 1 transcribe it. It was dur-
o Barentosisecond Atctic sxpedition;
chronicled by Gerard de Veer, the_histor-
ian of the voyage, who says—The 6
of September some of our men went on
shore, upon the firme land (Nova Zembh),
to secke for stones, which are a kinde of
diamond, whereof there are many also in
the States’ Island; and while they were
seeking the stones, two of our men lyi
together in one place, @ great leane white
beare came suddenly stealing out, and
caught one of them fast by the necke;
who not knowing what it was that took
im by the, necke, cryed out and sayd,
“Who is it that pulli mee so by the necke?’
Wherewith the other, that lay not farre
from him, lifted up his head fo see what
it was; and, perceiving it o be a mons-
trous beare, cryed out and sayd, ‘Oh,
Mate! it is ‘a beare,” and therewith pre-
sently rose up, and ranne away. The
beare at the finst falling upon the man, bit
his head in sunder and sukt out his blood;
wherewith the rest of the men that were
gn dhe land, being about entie i num-
ber, ranne presently thither, cither to save
the man, or else to drive the beare from
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the body; and having charged their pie-
ces, and bent their pikes, set upon her
that was still devouring the man, but, per-
geiving them o come towards e, feree
Iy and cruelly ranne at them, and got
another of them out of the companie,
which she tore in pieces, wherewith all
the rest ranne away. We perceiving, out
of our ship and pinnasse, ‘that our men

to relieve our men. Where, bei
wee beheld the cruel spectacle
dead men that had been so crue
and forn to pieces by the beare. We,
seeing that, encouraged our men fo goe
backe again with us, and with pieces,
curtelaxes, and ha].f“}-xihs to set upon the
beare, but they would not all agree there-
unto; some of them saying, our men are
already dead, and wee shall get the beare
well enough’ though we oppose not our-
selves into so open dangers if wee might
save our fellows' liven then wee would
make haste; but now wee need not make
such speed, but to take her at an. advan-
tage, with most securitie for ourselves, far
we loe with a cruell, fierce, and
ravenous beast. ereupon three of our
men went forward, the beare still devour-
ing her prey, not once fearing the number
of our men, and yet they were thirtie at
the least; the three that went forward
were Comelius Jacobson, Wilhelm Geysen
and Hans Von Nuflen, Wilhelm Barentz's
purser; and, after that the sayd master
and pylot had shot three times, and mist,
the puser, stepping somewtat furher for-
ward, and’ seeing the beare to be within
the length of a shot, presently leveled his
iece, and discharging i at the beare, shot
er into the head, betweene the eyes, an
yet shee held the man still fast by the
necke, and lifted up her head with the
n in her mouth; but she began some-
what to stagger, wherewith the purser and
a scottish man drew out their curtelaxes
and strooke at her so hard that their curte-
Iaxes burst, and yet shee would not leave
the man; at last Wilhelm Geysen went to
them, and with all his might strooke the
we upon the snout with his piece, at
which time the beare fell to the ground,
making a great noyse, and Wilhelm Gey-
sen, leaping upon her, cut her throat.”
Just how brave, ferocious, or dangerous
the polar bear may be, it is extremely
hard to say, owing to the variety of dis-
position and dissimilar traits it has ex-
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hibited in this respect, under the scrutiny
of equally credible observers. One au-
thority says:—It is the largest, strongest,
mostpowerful, and, with a single excep-
o, the most ferocious of bears,” the ex-
ception evidently meaning the grizzly.
Yet the many mutilated persons 1 have
nin the great west who have been in-
timate with the “cinnamon’ bear of that
region, and describe him as equal in fero-
city with, and superior in actwity to, the
grizzly, would certainly not be willing to
Surender his claims o those of the polar
ear. Again, the testimony of those who
have shot a ).:tr‘lm animal swimming in
the sea from the deck of an exploring
steamer, is of no more value than that of
a menagerie keeper who has poisoned a
engal tiger. 1 am inclined to
place the polar bear  cinnamon
and grizzly in bravery, although the supe-
rior of either in activity. = His lon&.
lithe, snake-like form, compared with the
bungling carcasses of the others, would
show this without further argument or
practical demonstration, yet it_has receiv-
ed the latter without doubt. Those who
speak of the feroc ced by
nivorous diet.m: the polar should
excel his omnivorous brethren of the south,
as he is wholly of this type; yer, si
larly enough, his s i
exactly the same as that of the other bears.
Still, ‘as has been said, the polar bear has
exhibited all degrees of bravery, from that
of the most ferocious disregard of life to
the most abject cowardice. The old Norse-
men, than whom no braver men ever
lived, came in contact with these glacial
grizzlies when their_most venturous ex-
plorers discovered Greenland, and Eric
the Red, their bold leader, is said to have
quarreled furiously with one of his best
friends from sheer envy because the latter
lled @ polar bea, and thus” distin.
ished himself among ‘those who valued
ravery as highly as it has ever been held
since, when his chief should have been
opportunity. They
as a phucky adver-

iven this honored
Certainly, e

rded him

are the peers of their polar brethren on the
maincontinent; they ‘would certainly pick
no mean opponent fo be thus distinguish-
ed. All Arctic authorities seem to unite
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in the assertion that the mother is unspar-
ing in her exhibition of bravery to protect
her young, and hardly a boreal book exo
ists that does not recount one or more of
these instances of maternal affection; and
yet 1 am compelled to narrate an incident
that came under my own personal obser-
vation, that will shatter somewhat even
this unanimity of opinion. My party of
four white men and Toolooah's fa
were on their southward search along
westem coast of King William's Land, in
870, and had encamped inland
or six miles from Erebus Bay,
sing over the peninsula between
it and Terror Bay, fifteen miles wide.
While thus moving our effects,

csion to send Toolooah back to the

oc-
for-

mer bay to get a large drift log that I had
seen there and had split up to be used for
firewood. He took a'number of the dogs,
harnessed, and only a snow-knife, a two-
edged one, about ‘sixteen inches Tong in
all; and which had had the wooden handle
knocked off of the tang in order fo ¢
one end of the logs so that the drag-rope
would not pull off. Nearing the shore of
the bay, he discovered a she-bear and a
ized cub trotting along the edge
GFthe water, which the dogs, whe sipped,
soon brought to bay. Nothing daunted,
Toolooah separated the dam from the cub
by pelting the former vigorously with
stones, and while she was employed
growling at the snapping dogs a short
distance off, he dispatched the cub with
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his decrepit knife; then, after running the
mother out to sea on the ice-floe, h
brought the carcass of the cub triumph-
antly into camp, tied on the spreading
picces of the split log. 1 told Toolooah a
story of Captain Hall', which he relates
in his book, of having killed a polar cub
while his native allies were in a_fruitless
chase after the separated dam, and their
consequent fright and dismay when they
saw it They so feared the vengeance of
the returning mother, that they made al-
most incredible exertions to avoid i, such
as doubling upon their retreating track re-
peatedly and. raveling nearly Sl night,
inguired of Toolooah if he was not afraid
of the mother following his plainly mark-
ed trail to the tent and wreaking due ven-
ance. But he smiled as he answered
dhat he hoped she would, a he fele very
angry at himself for being caught in suc
a predicament without his gun, and if she
would only come along again he would
make due amends. He sai
several instances wherein the cub of the
polar bear had been killed, and where the
mother had not been injured, but had
never known il to resulf from the
anger of the latter, unless it occurred right
on the field of battle, where she often_dis
plays grat energy in the defnse of ber
young, though she certainly showed a la-
mentable absence of that trait in this par-
ticular instance. 1t would seem from this
that cither Captain Hall's allies were need-
lessly frightenied, or that the disposition
of the polar bear varies much with the
locality. Joe, who was with Hall in all
his Arctié travels and remembered this in-
cident, says that both views are pari
correct, and in fact, that the polar bear is
very uncertain in his combativeness. Pro-
bally had 3 les actve hunter than Too-
Tooah, who was agility personified, under-
taken' the assault, the result would have
been_different, but his rapidity evidently
confused the animal, so that the whole
tragedy was over before she really com-
prehended the situation.
As illustrating in an interesting adven-
ture the extreme savageness of the polar
ood authority the follow-
ing anccdote:—"Not may
crew of a boat belongs
the whale-fishery shot at a
distance, and wounde
st up 2 dreadal b, and an alon the
i . Before he reached it
a second shot was fired, which_ hit him.
This served but to increase his fury. He
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presently swam to the boat, and, in at-
Tempting to get on board, placed one of
his fore-feet upon the gunwale; but a
sailor having 8 hatchet in his hand cut it
off. The animal, however, still continued
o swim after them il they arived at the
ship, and several shots were fired at him,
which took effect; but on reaching the
ship he immediately ascended the deck;
ind the crew. hiving Dd into the shiouds.
he was pursuing them thither when a shot
laid him dead on tl leck.” r. Hearne,
an Arctic exploror, sys that the males of
this. species are, 4t a certain time of the
vear, so much attached to their mates, that
& has oftan seen one of them, whan &
female was killed, come and put his pa

over her, and in this position suffer
himself to be shot rather than quit her

Rhou the middi of Octaber, 1879, while
Toolooah wwas in Terror Bay, he killed
three polar bears in about half s many
minutes  He had descried them from 4
distance, as he was driving his dogs and
sledge over the eastem ridge of the bay,
and’ mantged o o dircet his course
among the hummocks of ice.(the ice-
hummocks are the immense. cakes of ice
2 Tage s o and wo-sony buidings
that ‘Tave not melted dung the summes,
and are frozen every winter in a_thick
mass) a5 10 get within 4 couple of hun
dred yards of them before they noticed
his piesence, when he slipped the dogs
from the sled, and although the open
water along the shore ice, 1 which they
thways také when pursucd, was. but onb
or to hundred paces distunt, they were
50 slow in getting under way, that one
s, brought o the dogs before it
Could reach the water, which Toolooah
dispatched with a single shot of his Win-
chister through its head, and so- quickly
that when he gained the edge of the ice:
floe the other ‘fwo were not over forty or
ity el avay, aimming fo der i,
although they did not manage
themselves, 45 two well direcred shots
laid them ‘out. Then Toolooah, extem-
from a small floating cake
Ot e, managed to get out to both of
them, and having taken. the precaution to
pay dut his sledge-lashing from the shore
§7he went, pulled himself and prey
and brought s the three robes t, verify
his, powers. It is said that the Eskimo
of Cumberand Sound fearessly attack. the
polar bear in their frail Aapaks, or light
Sealkin canoes, but are afiaid of them on
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the ice or land. In October, 1877, an
enormous female with two cubs paid_an
Eskimo encampment in this sound a visit.
They swam over one of the fiords, prob-
ably scenting a dead whale that was on
beach near the huts. m
a livel ere, and a considerable out-
lay of ammunition and dogs was ma
before they were finally captured. There
were about two hundred clogs and half
as many natives, besides the crews o
o whalers. Al his motley rowe made
war on the bears. One of the whaling
captains, a little braver than the rest, got
too close to the old bear, and she dealt
him a blow that knocked his gun
feet into a snow bank; she then began to
make away with him, but was prevented
by the Eskimo and dogs. A young Es-
Kimo was served in a similar manner,
but sustained quite serious injuries.
Great consternation and fear prevailed
the women and children, an
memorable night, when the rannooks be-
sieged their quiet camp, was long a lively
topic of conversation. ' During the season
the common hair seal have their young,
the bears begin to wander up the’ fiords
in search of them, and are at this fime
often found a_considerable distance from
the open water.
Toolooah killed a monstrous polar bear,
that would probably furn 1,300 or 1,400

many one

pounds, the day we reached the northem-
Thost_cape of King Willam's Land, July
ruin_came up the beach from the
South, snuffing by the camp, when Too-
loosh 4. Fraalc were fhe ‘osly ones not
absent, and while the dogs were yet har-
nessed to the unloaded sledge. But a good
view of the situation sent off on the
sea ice at a smart lope, Toolooah and
Frank following him with the hE‘hl sledge
over the terribly rough hummocks of Vic-
toria Channel.  The nineteen strong and
excited d have made a specta-
tor think that the sledge was a piece of
paste-board, so lightly G it carom from
ne hummock to another, leaving tracks
only on the crests of the snow. drifts as
they flew after their enemy. It was ‘3
five-mile chase before Toolooah got

Seir enough to shp his team, and fhe
jogs soon commenced nipping 'the bear's
hamstrings so persistently  that he had to
sit down’ sn them for” protection, ‘and
commenced playing a sort of juggler's
me with (hephyl;gg ones’ heads:‘ %shm
the neck so infuriated him that

he planged for Toolooah, who was only
a few steps away, but the latter’s activity
is Winchester carbine put another

Shot through the beasts backbone, and he
lay spread out on the ice, a huge, helpless
mass of howlings and hair.  There were
thus five bears killed on our sledge
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journey, which lasted from April
1879, 0 March 2oth,  188o—neirly
year—Toolooah scoring, them

This “mighty hunter” told me that he
had teen the polar bear clmb up the
smooth, perpendicular walls of icebergs
t0 escapé from his pursuers, and that
when the re ' reasonably high he
generally succéeded in eluding them, as
T Was very dangerous to atempt to
ascen cutting niches in the ice-wall
for foot-holds, which is the method the
natives adopt in pursuing bears under
Thete_ clcurarmncen. This secr dmost
incredible, and 1 have never seen it men-
ioned hxr vious Arctic travelers; but 1
consider Toolooah altogether too good an
authority, to lightly cast aside what he
affirms. Lieutenant Parry, in 1818, after
much severe labor, succeeded in. getiny
on top of a flat iccberg in Baffin's Bay, an
There Bound & whit bea I quiet passcs
son; o, discoveing the pary, fimped
over the perpendicular side of the ice
mtatein Ty sone et 1ot the ek, 4
swam to the nearest land, which was
twenty miles away—or at least disappeared
in that direction.

It may surprie the reader to know that
the Eskimo of Greenland edit and publish
an irregularly issued newspaper ih their
own language, yet such is the fact, and
ic s a creditable fact despite the jour-
nal's name — Atavgagdiivhit Nalinginar-
mik Tvsarumindsassumik Univkit. In a
country where the sun rises and sets
once a year, it may be hard to tell
whether it is an annual or a daily publica-
ton. But, whatever its.period of issue,
somé good hunting stories are told in i
One by Eskimo writers and one translated
by D, Rink, regarding a_bear hunt at

T will reproduce, “At this place,
in Greenland,” the story runs, “polar
bear e vty rare. "X party’ ot sl
hunters, having put to ses, observed a
very strange animal swimming. While
we pursued it on its tracks towards an
island it turned landward, whereupon we

e it a_sign by calling out a hafoo for
Bears, Onee at'our shout it trmed 0 us,
but on_seeing us it turned back and
Tastaatly Tectics volce be heard. Lo
F«YKIE who are not accustomed to it, its
Rightful roaring and issing are most ex-
caordinigy, At the e Sme t sovded
it 3w i one more was approsching, but
1 only proved to e the ech from a small
isand I Font, When gadially It came
near to the shore withouf yet having been

1st,
one
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wounded, we spoke to each other of
setting about it, and having backed our
kayaks astern, we took out our guns; but
on cocking mine, 1 observed that the per-
cussion cap had dropped into the oakum.
Whilst 1 'was getting hold of another,
Adam fired, and when 1 was aiming,
Andreas also fired, and then I likewise

would move so quickly.
others were mloadinri‘l put m( gun aside
and pursued it, thinking my las
now be better; but fearing to come too
near, 1 kept a’ proper distance and threw
my lance, but ‘managed it awkwardly,
itting the beast on the nape of its n
On being hit it stooped down without
irning aside in the least, and the lance
directly fell off. The second time I
missed. When they had loaded anew,
Andreas gave one i
it sppeared quie sttt and T supposed it
to be dead, when suddenly it tumed its
head towards us any n to wheel
round.  Adam Eg\en we it the last shg&
in it appeared stiff, cte
Qg:mu.ld rg'vnp‘eve. and therefore gave it the
finishing stroke with my lance, when it was
done for and quite immovable. We had
heard pto})lz say that the bears had a
knack of feigning death, but having got
its head so severely wounded it really
was dead, and just as we had killed it a
appeared from the north side,

kayaker
t who even efore we had Iilled had heard

it loud roar, to awlully does it resound.
The place to.which we tendad. to tow our
game was close by, we hauled it ashore
§2d commenced t rut it up. To people
who ‘have, mever sen ch o bekst s
funess 3 really suprisings unto. the very
et nothing but grese is 1o be seen,
deagging 1€ up.1he beach, | meanured
was Just able o span its body com-
pltely, 2 On'being opened, its inward
Farts ‘listoned ar il ss thost of & Bl
Frown it reindeer
Upward of fifty polar bears, says Dr.
Rink, the same Julhority we have, just
oted, and who was a Danish offcil in
recnlind maay years, are o on averge
shot yearly nthi section of the counts,
of which ‘more than ‘one-half are shot
the exvirons of the Rorthermost settemeat
of the west cost, and of the remainder the
greater part at the southernmost extremity
Foairy o the same. coust, where
they agrive with the drift ice around
Cae Farewell. Thioughout the- whole

on
it,
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intervening tract bears are scarce, but
still they may be found everywhere, and
solitary stragglers may even be met’ with
expectedly in summer in_the interior of
In the north of Greenland, on
coust, the bear is pursd upon
zen sea the aid of d
often takes refuge on rhn top of an i
where it is surrounded and held at bay by
the dogs until it is shot, i
vithout some of the ater s
the occasion. he. acrehthe male
bears at least seem to_roam about in
winter as far south as 68" north latitude,

but getting into a difficulty on account of
finding it too narrow, was killed by the
inhabitants, who, having been warnéd by
their dogs, fired at it through the doorway
and from the window. At another time,
' woman staying alone with her child 1
3 house, observed a bear outid. Think-
ing it might be likely to give her
e e Lt ]
Keeping some st at fan
me on, pushing its head through
the intestine- !nrmcnlm rtain ndow,
whereupon she threw the straw into the
Tump, ¢ the blaze of which the hear re-

for wherever the carcass of a whale may
b found, o a rich hunt of seal or white
in a certuin place wthin
rhcn' K nlmcs there several bears are
make their appearance. In
e south, where 20, dogs & 1o be had,
for Instance, the natver generily ty
force the bear into the water and often
Kill it with harpoons from the Aayaks. At
dhe southermmost statons bears e often
close to the houses, being ap-

mmlv “attacted by the”seet from the
human, dvelling places.  Several years
A baar Bl aned the foramoet part

of his body into 2 house passage at night,

cum, auourt S, 85

treated; it then tried to scratch a hole
Thoonah.the vall fiom another side, buc

was Klled by some passing travelers.
While, camped on the mmmm side of
son’s Strait, in the fall of * g and
waiting for them to freeze_over, we 3
participated in an exciting foot rice of &
<ouple of mils afer a Trge polar bar
had been started u
cight miles inland.
Simpson's St

. ted, way-
aid a herd of reindeer that had remained
spectators of the bear chase, and by
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killing two and wounding two_ others,
completed a score of niné in as many

ours.
While living among the Netschilluk
Eskimo, who_inhabit the shores of Simp-
son's Strait, 1 remember their telling me
a story of a very strange animal they
had met at long intervals of many years,
when upon their summer_reindeer “hunts
with kayaks and spears. They described
it as a black monster, as large a
heavy as a musk ox, with a face like
that ‘of 2 man and feet like those of a
bear. report them to be very fe-
rocious, making sad havoc among the
Eskimo’dogs that attempt fo bring them
to bay, and when thus'irritated do_not
hesitatc to attack the natives themselyes.
Joe (Ebierbing) tells me that the Kin-
nepetoo Eskimo of Chesterfield Inlet,
who are_armed with guns obfained from
the Hudson's Bay Company, have killed
several of these beasts, so they report,
but T have never been able to' procure,
or even to see, any of their robes.
think it can be no other than the grizzly
bear of North America, which is thus
shown to_occasionall its limi
as far north as the juring
the short summer of that region, and no
doubt returns to the timber limit, many
hundreds of miles fo the southward, to

2

ibemate.
Speaking of hibernating, there s prob-
ably no other subject of Arctic zoology
on w! there is sucl variety of
opinion and of which there is so fittle
own, and so much interesting infor-
1 yet o be gained, a5 pertains to
the hibernation of the ‘northern bear.
The very first conclusion to which one
would naturally jump is, that this species
of all others would be the very one to seck
such a state a8 a protection from the in-
ense and bitter ‘ol of the polar winter
and I am much inclined to think that the
ublished gpmiom of many writers have
een based on such conclusions rather
than on personal observation.
authorities are found who deny that the
polar bear hibernates at all, in the true
sense of the word, and from what little 1
know of the subject. I feel sed
side with them. . Richards
naturalist of several Arctic expeditions,
and a most conscientious and voluminous
writer on the natural history of the polar
regions. that e traversed, maintains  that
I Rbematng of thse il s con-
fined to the females during the time they
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are with cub; and yet 1 find by native tes-
timony that they ‘have slain them while
in_this condition, and 1 believe this can be
relied on. Others think that the mothers
remain secluded while the cubs are too
weak to clude pursuit, but it is hardly
worth while to deny this, so numerous
are the cases furnished by civilized and
savage observers who have secured the
cubs when they could not have been much
over a fow days old. T am prone to be-
lieve that the’ polar bear never hibernates
under any circumstances. The mother,
for a few days on cither side of the cubs’
birth, may remain secluded in the den she
has excavated in some deep snow bank,
and is more shy then than at any other
time; but beyond this, and the fict that
bear holes are occasionally found, there is
nothing upon which to base anytheories
in favor of hibernation, while the facts

all sorts of conditions, are
posite statements in the case. The
bear holes in the snow banks are ve

teresting little affairs, but the fact’ that
they are only found after the cubbing
season, and never during the coldest
weather of winter, would show that_they
are not used permanently; unless it be
argued the maker has too carefully se-
creted them to be discovered at this time.
Lieut. Payer, of the Austrian expedition,
was fortunate enough
i hough even
seldom, i ever, have the opportuniy. He
says: “But almost immediately again
the bear disappeared into the snow, and
when we came to the place of his disap-
pearance we discovered the winter_retreat
of a family of bears. It was cosily hol-

self only once, but resiste cffo
to seduce her to leave the shelter she had
chosen.  Nor had we any special desire
o creep on all fours into the narrow, dar
bitaon.  Sunbu (one of the dogs) only
was bold enough to follow her;
saw too many things which led him to
return very quickly. From the snow
which had been thrown up at the entrance
of this hole, we_inferred that this had
been the work of the bear in her efforts
to close the approach o her abode. It
was the first time we came upon a family
of bears in their winter quarters, or had
the chance of adding anything to our
scanty knowledge as to the winter sleep
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of those animals. Middendorff does not
admit that they sleep during the winter.
He considers the bear far too lean to be

r. Rae, a veteran Arctic explorer in
e e same_region where m
Explorations were cast, sa n anec-
dote was once told him by a credible na-
tive eye-witness of the scene, of a
dlling a walrus with a piece of ice,
which he gives in his own words as fol-
lows: *T and two or three other Innuits
! to approach some wal-
rus, in winter, lying on the ice close to
the water kept open by the strong cument
in Fars Chanah i
near we saw that a large white bear was
3 reached. in the most
stealthy manner, a high ridge of ice, imme-
diately above where the walrus were lying.
e then seized a mass of ice in his paws,
reared himself on his hind legs, and threw
the ice with great force on the head of a
and then sprang down

he were “left-pawed.”
‘While the Homso of the second German
expedifion_was beset in the ice on the east
coast of Greenland, in September, 1869, 2
she-bear and her cub approached the vessel.
ing killed, the young one was
d. It got away, however, but was
in the water, and to make sure
of its staying, chained o a huge anchor.
e men’ then built a snow house for if,
the floor being covered with shavings for
a bed; but it despised_these luxuries an
bedded in the snow. Some time after it
disappeared with the huge chain, and from
the Weight of iron there is no doubt where
it brought up when it attempted to swim
away.
en_our stay of two dreary in
the Arctic came to a close, we bade adieu
to our Eskimo friends and boarded the

son had not been good; one—only o
whale, a_seventy-barrel fish—having been

ne—

caught; so as we bent our course for Hud-
son's Strait, Captain Baker thought he

take a last hurried peep into Roe's
Welcome, as we wended our way home,
0 see if 4 whale could not be raised. Th
st saw us entering its southern
mouth. When squarely off Whale Point,
the man in the crows nest (the look-out
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place on the foremast to watch for whales)
reported a couple of polar bears off
starboard beam. The'ship was hove o,
and the mate's boat lowered and sent in
pursuit, with myself in the bow, It was
a she-bear and' a_three-months’ cub we
had sighted, who hearing us lowering the
boat, immediately took 1o the water. The
cub kept close to its mother and occasion-
ly took a rest on her shoulders. As it
became evident to the dam that in a fair
race she could not_escape, she crawled
pon a large cake of ice, roaring furiously
at us—not unlike the deep roar of a lion—
us for a fight.

or
ind Taced ‘At shout forry
yards I put a bullet lhm\lﬁ!\ her back,
just behind the shoulders, which laid her
ors de ombat. Her efforts to back Ig:in
into the water were ended by a shot ffom
the mate through her swaying head. We
wers v e 1o facn the Wths cub, ehich
1 'Was extremely antious to capture live.
A Tance-warp ‘was procured, a ruaning
noose. made, andthe lifte fellow once
Tassoed was ¢asily dragged into the water,
From the ice-cake to the ship he rode upon
f his mother. No sooner
ulled up to the deck than we
" "with three converging
ropes,‘at which he bit with a spitefulaess
Thut kept ya at , respectil disteace. . The
Captain disappointed us all by ordering
him to be shot, as he consideréd him too
erous a l}:u:nger to have on board
in the event of a storm, as he might break
loose and create an uncomfortable con-
eraatian, cs had been doue once before.
It was doubtless just as well that the mate
‘lis head.

put_a pistol to )
The the George and Mary had
visited the Arctic regions on a whaling
cruise some years before, and refurning
homeard had caprueed . polas )
the dam being Lilled. The robe aas
stripped from the mother and placed in
the bottom of a large cask, and in this the
cub was imprisoned, the staves being
bored full of auger holes for ventilation,
and the cask lashed to a convenient part
of the decks. During a fearful storm
it broke loose from its fastenings and
brought up against something that broke
in one of the heads, and the cub escaped
on the deck. The sailors took to the
ing, the cook deserted the Captain's
i’ and even the helmsmmin 1t
el 'to Took after ifself; and it was
some time before Bruin, Jr., could be per-
suaded to relinguish conimand by a bullet
through his brain.



