


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S MISSISSIPPI

BEAR

HUNT

By LINDSAY DENISON*

margin of so much of the chron-
icles of the present national administ
tion as have to do with Mr. It
recent bear hunt in Mississippi, common
opinion has entered the comment that it was
a failure. And surely it did scem like a
failure when a hunter, who for years, as
izen or public officer, had made
\gs conspicuous by the luck and
all with which he brought down the big
animals which were his particular pursuit,
went with a special train and a considerable
setinue into a land full of bears, only 1o re-
tum without having himself dealt out death

ippis the President’s
bear hunt will never be rememl
fiilure.

- He gonthre bear” hey il ll you in
harkey Coun. So'a the vey ouet it
is nccaseary 19 spprecite fully that the
Misisippi bear b poper i 2 commaral
and not an sport, and
b i mmma
credited with all the killing done by his
company and the pack. It was something
ofa Blow 10 the seme of Southen ospi-
tliy—which s 00 trnget anpwhere than

ey County—to ind tht the Prsident

s vigorous desire to kill a bear himself.

was even more of a blow to find, after

this prejudice of the dstinguished guest

scovered, and a bear had been

upmkd an least balalive o awaic bis

pleasure, d , with something

Fiey ke worn, 10/ put the nkbiag bellet
into

me the moment the President declined to
act s cesuione o a b whih was i
was too much exhausted to stand
on s ft,the Misatippt s mude ety
their minds that it was nlln’n

s0n was one of (....,..*...

*Me. Deni theee apec
10 sccompany the President’s party.

bilty to meet the peculiar bent of Mr. Roose-
velt as a sportsman. They regarded the en-
tire apm’::o.. as abnormal; and, for that
matter, it was.

Indeed, one of the leading Misisippi

went 5o far s to announce, on
e sy of M, Tosavlts presence
in the state, chat he and his hosts had “out-
o ethics of bear hunting” by
abitrry esticion of the memberh of
pary. It must be acknowledge
T e boes -
spi b i ey i ol pariclie
nempepe’s mports s st o be per-
e 1o fllow o the Presidents bl
dawn to sunset as long as the camp lasted.
But ficacscompels the adimsion tht the
accusation hud i it the warp and the
o e ol
Vet e e o hardly be made
to conform with that privacy and safety
which must hedge about any presidential
diversion.  Reall, it is very difficult for a
resident to plAy One s reminded of a
Kndey morming i the Lisle Sunlowss
camp, when the President rode off into the
Aiou e witho & g, to reice
Himself it that hosey of sltude whmh
a_ president enjoys more rarely than
citizen of these United s.zm, e had hadly
crossed the ford into the tangle beyond the
tiver, when one of his hosts ordered Hnlr
Collir, the negro guide, to follow and
him in Sight.

“1 suppose,” the President said afier-
ward o a friend, *that the dear kind folks
e afiid something would fump out of
the woods and bite
The President’s st vagion o join 8
ippi bear hunt came from Governor
Longino, of Mississippi. He was informed
ik Gyrioe Tl & T o, sl
some twenty or thirty other distinguished
statesmen and planters and business men of
Louisiana, Tennessee, and Mississippi, would




o~y 4 e ke,

President Roowevle Fording the Litde Sunlower River 1 Begia the Days Huat.
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be o the party. With the most cordial de-

ire to become acquainted with these repre-
sentative southerners, the President could
not bring himself to’contemplate their in-
vitation approvingly. It is even reported
that he compared the propet of the pro-
jected hunt to the leading
Sevely: on; - lerd of callaintbe socks
yards. As has been admitted before, there

2

6os

pondering how he could go hunting doven
there withour taking a great crowd along,
him came Stuyvessne P, pesident of the
linois Central Railroad. M. Fish knows
his railrad fom Chicago to New Orleans,
as well as the farmer's boy knows the path
o thebars 0 the cov pstre, Flo knew o
about the bear country.  He knew bear hunt-
ers, and he then and there invited the Presi-

Hole Colle,the Famaus Negro Scvut, Guide, und Beue Hote.

are some forms of sport against which Mr.
Rooueel scems 10 have an. unreasoning
prejudice.

ut the invitation set him o reading over
T ‘Wade Hampton's chronicles of Missis-

i black bear chasing. From them he
Fithered that there was i, iy \LM at
hand, an opportunity to i
s b oo blg g, Wil e was il

dent to enjoy a bear hunt without political
cations, and without becoming one of

o invading army in the swamps. The
Pr«ndenr aucxch glad rote
B i aT Pk N O s
cotton mm whom he knew had hunted
in the delta. Mr. Parker wrote to E. C.
Mangum, of Sharkey County, who owns and
‘manages four cotton plantations on the edge
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of the bea cane brskes. M Mingum wrote
0 Hol , the negro guide, on-
foderate scout asd s tmarked character
through all the delta; to Major George
Helm, to Hugh Foote, and to Leroy Percy,
all crack shots and all familar with jungle
bunting, 33 every planer and Misispri
man must be. te o Judge
ickinaoo, the gensal sliitor of the rail-
r0ad. Mr. Roosevelt, asked o invite a
guest, sent for John Mcllhenny, a young
man of New Orleans, who had been under
his command in Cuba. It was, of course,

e e e
membership of the P:I"V;: there were already
ten white men in it. at would have been

m men whose political situation
s such that chey could ot aford  alie
ate a friend by declning to isue an extra
invitation, would require a census expert to
determine.

OF course, the President cannot st from
Washington without a following of ste
raphers, for his own emergencies, and
eral guards and press reporters. Only
one stenographer went down to
sippi, and he was left at the railroad to
receive despatches at the telegraph station.
As no anarchists or lunatics inhabit the
Sunflower wikdemesses, € nal guards

remained at t num-

ber of reporters had been nma.uv cut down
three, representing the thrce

cis which, between them,

every news
three were mnhed with passes to the
camp, but necessarily made their headquar-
ters s the telegaph tation. The abience

he President in the it pos-
nhk for wicked and malicious ns to

moncy in Wall Street by circulating
filie information of startling importance
unless rumor is forestalled by the kmywledge
that t 'ss associations are as closely in
touch with the President as anybody can be,
send out the first news concerning
anyhing that he does and aaything that
‘may happen to him.

But against all the rest of the world, the
road between Smedes” plantation and the Lit-
tle Sunflower camp was guarded by negroes
armed with repeating e, Thae pickets
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were armed not only with guns, but with
“white man's orders," which mad the guns
more than empry threas. This was demon-
soed. A young man of Vicksburg con-
¢ facing the muzzle of one of
ey e s the ke of the cam, 1o
marked m
in Sharkey County for a
% ol b mch 0 i el s agalet'a
white man.

“Dass all right” stammered black Wal-
s, tembling with  pei which he knew
right well was not a s than that of

Foing e ot of B, "t 1 e
pord e .,,.m. fum white folls.”

And the young man tared in his tracks,
i bk > Vicksburg, and wrote of “out
raged cthics.

“They told us at firs that we rould come
0 3 horrible end, if we attempt
the trail to the camp without a uide. They
1ok e palifu s of s ket dp
jungle, with nothing but lzards and snails to
cat and bayou water to drink. It was, to be
ure, bardly as plinly  traveled road a»

y,but e wer unble o dscove any
reaon why nough awake to

Tlaned trog o bandiod foe shoad should evee

lose onit. The road from the Smedes

siding ran for our mils hrough Smedes

o plnations; wide umig ofcor-

ton- r.gu‘ e pmk:d white

g of e g

0 Bk o e gaunt

tracts of “deadened” timber, which defined

Then & black wouska sppsared st 4 cabin

door. There were no men in sight, cither

about the houses or in the fields at work.

They e ll oves a Smedes, sanding :Ioﬁ
pes

eyes.

plantations, the road wound Sooueh ok

s of open forest, carpeted with a brier
= h:l:r made travel any-

r

* Explaining the marks on the
e g i
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scribing the prowess of a Mr. Hamilton, who
used to hunt bears through these in
boats in the backwater scason.

Then came Coon Bayou, a four-mile-long
mud gully, where the flood water caught
and lay stagnant through all the summer
and fall, attracting bear and deer and
raccoons. A deer went trofting back into
the bushes as we slid down the slimy in-
cline ino the bed of the bayu. A fock of

ducks rose with a roar o
T i o e fity feet bc)wny
Scrambling up the other side,

elta. swamy creepers
e ok o Hvoen e .mn’f?l‘..a
aplings, o chat it scemed as though a sickle

a scythe must have been necessary for
one who would leave the trail. There were
banks of brier tangle e

from fifty fect to an cighth of a
length, looming up in the forests on
P vy e
places where the tral had been out out with
o, like o tunnel through the ungle. In
another mile we were in the c

It was a simple cnough camp. Four A
tents in a row, on the cdge of the sl

o the river; a big shelter tent for ¢

negroes, back in the edge of the clearing;
et of Balee and balaing o the maks
and horses tethered in a wide semi-circle
betwen the v n he midde of the open
space a great cypres: ainst which the
Ginp-ir was B, s il
with water-pails and tin washbasins; at the
end of the row of white men's tents another
bench, the dining-table, just too high for a
man to cat from in comfort if sitting, and
just t00 low for one who would eat stand-
ing, and the cooking shaney; dogs very-
oreed sl by sogross arned

it baclmte e sl ution g
st bout the uetrmsost smpoeeibily of
teaching any four-footed creature the def-
‘o the President of the United

states.
The river itself, on the bank of which
stood the camp, is a fast- ﬂuwmg, mud-banked
stream. The water is quite clear, and, ac-
cording to report, is full of smali-mouthed
bass, wlmh it J\lcqus the Sharkey County
citizens to call “t erish anxiery
of everybody in camp to make a bear face the
President, however, was so intense that no
one had any time for serious attention to fish-
Actoss the river was a jungle like that
which hedged about the c-lmp on the civili-
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aton sk, and exending for severa miles
1 to the main Sunflower River. Into this
Jungle Flak Coller st hie
awere a pack without monotony. OId
Remus, who has been on his last hunt as
often s Patti has made farewell tours, was
a gaunt and clean limbed, if decrepir, beast,
with g foxhound's body and a bloodhound's
en, there were more or less pu
bloodedfoxhounds, . plin “allr L]
the conglomerate and unlimited variety that
hangs about every negro cabin and one
lone *fice dog.” One neve secs e
meliow, but the breed s
Py mwgh ' defined In the South, aa
maintained with some purity. It is more
‘orkshire terrier in- conformation
than any other breed; the color is usually a
carcless. mixture of black, gray, and tawny
yellow in varying proportions. There are
imaibly long, piatial, whiskers hanging
over the lower jaw, and if there was ever a
5. g F et tscoph, bl b has
not been embalmed in tradition. That the
‘watshue s B dhog. ' Halt Collers pack
whs 4 serious deBihncy, because the et
hunter relies upon the fice to harry the
car and bite his flanks, and run away to
bite again as soon as the bear has turned
his hekd. Jocko, Holes fice, was & vallant

wounded, i
back to camp a helpless invalid. There-
sfe none of the fights between dogs and
bear were long enough sustained

allow
the huntes i to carchup. Had threbeen
ten more, or even five more, dogs like Jocko,
there would have been no such opportunity
as here s been for funay editorals

But that was a great fight while it lasted;
that fight with the fint bear. The dogs
i g Wt ncly e ol 880
had chased him four miles down the Little
Sunflower and four miles back. It was a
warm day, and the pace was fast. The bear
was very, very tired. Because the bear was
s0 far ahead of the dogs, and the President
was not used to cane-brake riding, he was
taken, against his protest that he wanted
o ride with the dogs, to a spot past which
Major Helm and Mr. Foote told him the
bear must surly un. They wited there
all the morning and late into the aficrnoon,
while the tootng of the homms of Holt Col:
lier and Mr. Parker, and the yapping and
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baying of the pack died out of hearing.
Now and then they heard it again, but
never apparently approaching them. At last
ey carum back 0 T, When they had
been gone from the spot two hours of more,
though, the bear 0 eturn, It was % sory
reum. He was wearied nearly to death,
and was looking for a water hole. Behind
him, in front of him, all around him, was
the sngey and fanic pack. Spuring bis
olel Bl Collier,
shouting and cursin

u fool bear!” he yelled, *Gwan
@ & i, Frvns wp s'600% o T ik you
up_one!”

Now and then the grim, bearded, black
face would be tumed to Mr. Parker, who
whs riding closs bebind, 1o indigoantly
complai

“Mr. Parker, sah, can't you please, sah,
come forward an’ tell dis yer bear in polite
language dat hell have some regyard for
our feclin's and dat he is desired to get
up a tree whilst we all goes and ges de

4

But the bear lacked all the instincts of
truc southern hospitality, and kept straight
on to his water hole. He fairly fell into it
{iben he found i, The dogs piled o top of

him, Jocko first. There was a fahing con-
fusion of black, hairy fore feet beatin
ofi—of white tecth snapping here e
at the squirming mass; squeals of wrath and
pain from the dogs were lifted in a deafen-
ing chorus, Then the bear rose straight up
ob b hind logs and s t decpin e
water. In the grasp of his mighty fore legs

¢ had a curly yellow cur that was Holt

s cial
b dog, beart® howied Hok,
ing e T e T bnd. B
S dog fell back into the muddy pool. Holt
s Lo 5n killing
two or more of the pack, as well as the bear.
He clubbed the rifle and leaped into the

“Leggo mah dog!” he shouted again, and

swans-the stock of his gun theough un

s o,
seemed to lack further interest in the
 and Hol
im up.
of the pool and ted him to a
e or six disabled dogs, including

6og

Jockn, were helped ashore. Then Holt et

gro boy, who had come trailing after,
nunchyg o cunp S0 il the Colonel we done
got de bear at bay an’ are a' waitin' for
him,

The close of the tragedy is now historic.
Every, newapapee roader kmows heow the
President stopped short when he saw what
was expected of him, and berween laughter
and indignation re . Parker to end
the vitin's it with a hunting knife. The
Prssidents hostswer very much chgrined.
y, sir,” said one of them to me after-
wand, 5 4 sighest e e was
oing to feel that way about i, sir, I'd ‘s’
E. those mpenc cut off that bear long befom
he came in sight.
Afier this unhappy expericnce the Presi-
dent begged in vain to b allowd o rde
with the e following the hounds.
It wuuldnl o, the od hunees ek . e
wasn't the way. If he really wanted e
a bear, while the bear was still e
complte energyand gt
imust ot Bimil in the hands
ol il by expeciecce which wey the best
was going to run, and so head the beast off.
For four days this plan was tied. The guide
invariably guesse:

every jump o
gt
woods, when the bear seemed to be coming
straight to destruction. But every bear
went the other way in the end. One cub, to
be sure, was run down and killed by the
dogs, anothe was chaed neady ten ‘miles
killed by Tom McDougall, one of Mr.
Manguschrs, when there G b thoee
logs left in the pursuing and not
sncther man within ix ks, The other
an il hey were afly avay for there
were no Jockoes to stop them.

But cven though he did not bring back &
bearskin punctured with a bullet hole from
his 30-30, and even though he had never a
chance to bring the butt of the gun to his
shoulder, Mr. Roosevelt and
those who accompanicd them into the swamp,
came out much richer than they went in.
Aside from the complete ficedom from offi-
cial cares, and indeed, from a knowledge of
e i ging 8 i he et of the workd—
that stenographer at Smedes was a most
and valuable yaung ‘man, and what Lede

the horse; there
e gloom of the
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filtered through him went to Mr. Cortelyou
not to the President—there remain
the memory of the long talks around the
campeie . ight, when Collr, siting
apart, as he felt that a dependent should,
but speaking simply and fearlessly, as be-
came one who knew, despite his color
s o s of 0 an an of the
oficle or pleaters of Iowyess o¢ o
thour hiz, iold the woodeehl sty of bl
life as a “whitc man's negro’—how at
white men's bidding he had killed white
men and had gone unscathed; how he had
met Union soldiers in hand-to-hand conflict
he off a band of vigilantes that
ooyt i L it just
cause. The homely figure of Swint
e v Jenkce o S
as he came to the dinner-table wiping his
hands and asking Mr. Fish to excuse him
for  moment while he went to the nnrc:ls

cooking, sweet potatocs frly candicd with
their own sweetmess, and pork gravies and
tukeybashe, whow odor, oting thengh
the wildemess, were a more certain recall
gl 10 he hses than sl the hom ever

taken from cows’ heads. was the in-
v pcture of Hol Collr et of soune
of . o, dipping their horns
1ato e waer b whae 1 S beas had
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died, and drinking their full of a purée of
bear and dog and mud, all held in solution
in water that had been standing for at
lest ight montls. emn bred man
have found such a dose a deadly sure
summons to swamp fever. Then there was
the wonderful privilege of meeting_ these
gentlemen, opicl of the moden Sout,
with all the courtesy and consideration of
the old days, and allthe shwdnes and the
progression of the now. It will
E:g ok bekas tay ok e pary e
the frank conversations that passed up and
down the line as they rode through the cool
of the carly morning, down bridle paths
walled withhanging green ach man balane
iog a sfic on his bip, and the dogs ranging
taoughthe bies e
TI8 Preabizacs, ljse Iat sy o st
success, even though it was a very different
success from that which he may have antic-
Almved whzn he accepted Mr. Fish's invita-
Roosevelt was_sufficiently
et T e e Y

only guide, will chase bears until he comes
up with one and kill it, running free before
the dogs. And_ then, he has declared,

will invite all h.) hmn of 'hu last ulls
hunr o come jc is. guests,
and, e ful bem‘ nk their kmd earts,

Bt o from dangers and hardships
that he does not want to escape.




