TL—A WOOD-BISON HUNT.

HIPEWYAN has many claims to dis-
Built substantially upon
ono of the numerous rocky points which
break the one hundred aud Aty miles of
Ataahases Taks's noel shose line, it i
the most pleturosquoly ibuated and most
populous ouis in this ilent white co
try. It is headquariers of one of the
four distri o ot i ot fon
bearing land of one million square miles
ided by the Hudson Bay Company ;
ihe shiet forwanding point for the mer-
chandise wh company sends in for
trde and the poryi e b

as pay; a (elmrll distributing post-office
of the four year

t
portant Northland srssion of the anln
Catholic Oblates Fathers, and it is prac-
tically the. norhern boundary of the
Cree and tho southarn boundary of the

Montaguaise Indian family, which i in it
various branches spreads toward the
tic Ocean.

Tam sure Dr. W. M. Mackay, the Hud-
son Bay Company officer in charge, and
his right and Jft bowers, Ned Cam
and Emerson, would _con;
hat T had slighted Chipowyan i 1
to record the further eminence it enjoy
in having two streets. T was never able,
unaided, to discover more than the one

whi plr-uu the post’s dozen log cab-
s from the lake,but that may have been
dun o the delsolnn of 17 Sieipuse noo-

dle. Atall events, after McMurray, with

VoL XClL.—o. 540-38

“R

cabing, it seemed metropolitan,
lmugh of its */census " of four hundred
children only & small
percen ctual residence. This
s equnl!y o of all the pots. The reat
dwellers” within the settlements are a
e handful, comprising chiefly
e mission penpln‘ the company servants,
few as those who have
served theie five years oulistment and
o up  litle independency of lubor ar
alle t live within the com-

y o chm!ly half-breeds. In
summer they catch and dry the fish
which forms the chief artiel of food for
men and dogs, or work on the company
Hatboats; and n winter (]ley spend the
short days in * ripping,” and the long

nights in smoking and talking about

their dogs, or in danci Iecpmy

They ave no other diversionn; no T
n

ing of their
venture an opinion as o the more popu-
e coraiuly ey lave an ‘sbnormal éa-

lp]mnmcu of a sacrifice, to
Uy resigned, and
smoking s an hecompaniment to work
rather than a diversion in itsell. Tho
woman is the country drudge.
ia nover flnshed.  Sho chops tho fire
wood, dries the fish and meat, snares rab-




s, her cateh into the post

an o back; sorapes and tane the mooes
ides, (mm lhu l-lur n!

wluch llm lﬂarwnld.l iche.

stingy su wghit of an
aces the suow-shoes, makes
the mitter

ins, and leggings; yields the |

.hm o’ the seanty lasdar Lo e Imlhuu.l

me luxuriativg i

Ly -I:ep, e e g
ler hildren hor tiny pret_(allowance)
and goes hungry without & mur-

This is the woman of the post. She of
the woods, the full-blooded squaw, and
there are fow Indians that ever take up a
permanent abode in the settlement, does
all this and more. In addition to chop-
ping the firewood, she secks and lauls
it; not only dries, but catches the n.
goes after and quarters and b
the game her master has kiled I:renk-
camp, and pitches it again where
band, who has gone on ahead Ll

.xnn, ol e i e
he Indian s the s

land, and the only gunnine

rth. He holds all the posse: of

ln- s countey equally with his tribe. : fensta

rejoices in

noml on, -m.l roams when his legs sarry
and ‘Whel

Kettle he shoulders his gun and goes out of

into the woods, leaving care aud hunger
at home with the squaw. But he by no
means invariubly escapes hunger. It is
ever a feast or a famine with him, and it
might always be a feast were he not so
improvident and lazy. Clothing and food
are at his very door. In the rivers and

speing aod autamn migrations of dicks
and geese, t

e packs of ptarmigan, which
their cl lnpn‘ Plumage of brova sl
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while are o be seen summer and winter,
and the several other species of the
wrouss family um may be found the
v part of the year. Thero is

occasion for an lnduu to starve in this
wunlry. if o) aul. ol Ihe Barren

rounda; but Liabing o ill, o
whioh o has Jss that any i A et
ache

§-
:
]

none—so that, in truth, he fasts more
oftan than b tea
ogs share cqually the oo Iuck

or mulnmmu of their masters. e Ind-
fan Is more regardfal of his dogs than of
his women, for dogs umerous

Uian squaws,

ecessary
ver lashes them rorelless-
I un b wl.np and beats them br

i
draught animal. ~ Without his dogs he
would be compelled to pack on his back
what he now packs in the sledge, to drag
sgawo out of the woods, and carry his
furs o the post, while the loss of dogs

en route wight mean for him delay, star-

th,

ilized world the dog
aa boem called man's best frind  thie
teh of snow and d
and e T oy be declared mau's nan

1y triod, and never found w...m.. o
Tas no pedi d be may be

clor, |..n s usual anparance s thek

¢ headed, sh m

o, well ARy up bel
and
To call these dogs
cominon 10 nearty every oue who hus had
anything to say on the subjool.
word ** husky " is North -l
Exkimo, and i gunarlly applied to that
arctic denizen himsolf, as
tiing belonging to dogs
are properly called huskies, and thus it
hascome about that ll dogs used lo drag
& sledge. a rantly so called. The
Soutbs Daky 1 & disknnt species, lar-
ger, more powerful, and faster, and is not
easily to be had, since the Eskimos, like
the Indiaus, are somewhat indifferent to
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their broading, and good dogs aro highly
prized. Moreover, there is no communi-

cation between the Eskimos and the more
southern Indians, so that a genuine hus-
kyisa rara avis below the ar

are more plentiful than dogs, and the
‘mostcommonly heard

are Castor, Cabry, Sol-

dat, G
Coffee,
popular_ones. being
always those of two
syllables, with an R
that may bo_rolled
out to the whip's ac
companiment.  Near-
y ever s &
Bull and & Wihiskey
—only the uame of
e Ao
lant can be found in
all this land, though

countered

ould suppose
it in s conntey Tk
erally dependent on
dogs for winter tran
portation,  quantity
and at least somo de-
groo of quality would
bokeptup. And yet
the facts are mmuy
the reverse. Ne

is quality avmmng, That
limited. * Tho

e quanily

o o b
;204 A4 B e Jporiaet e
rarely maintain more than one train,
and never more than two. Throughout
s Toagth of oy eip T taw Just Sevan
trains of dogs that cpald bo called fimt
cluss—Spencer's at McMurray; two
longing to the Hudson Bay Company at
i ; McKinley's, the Hudson Bay
Company officor at Yort Smith Gaadets,
the company's officer at Resolution; the

WAKBONNET. int
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Roman Catholic mission's train at the
ut; and thatof Beniah, the Idian
Teade? with whom I wan ren
Grounds. Spencer and \m(u.l oy probe-
Bly huvo the two best ran i the coun-
try, which they have bred from sep
ratsbithes that had some Newfoundland

s blood in them, and were the only dogs I
uH

saw that would come to harness on
Beyond the * fore-
oer."upon whomhe

he (start), e-u-
{right, dett), and
0a are impressed
by a club, and the
steer-dog—as the one
at, say, the wheel, to
mako t comprehena
od—there

g
lurvr(ua follows the
o pace.

trees and rocl
must be strong, and
is the most impo
tant_of the four in
rough country.  As
for competent” driv-

gwyan, Mickaal, tho
ret Reso-

nml Ilm Cath-
olic *brother," whose
name I never knew, at Resolution, are
casily the best. The differ \mlwwu
a good and a bad driver s that the former
knows how and when to handle his
sledge to case the dogs, kw]n them u!l
up to their work, and d
(orge them at impo Tho
nds his enwy in throw-
ing clubs. at the foregoor wnd lashing
the steer-dog, «.Iuell) ecause the latter
is within ea He permits the
dge to slide bither. nnd umhor, 10 the
exceeding wear ane the steer-
dog. Now and then Li stopa the trin
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20d lushes the dogs all yound, and st sl
s forcing them.
made up of exceptional d
than a couple of season:
usefulness is passed the poor brutes are
turned loose to seck a living whero those
for whom food is provided are more fre-
quently hungry than satisfied. Their
vagrancy is usually short-Jived — death
by starvation or freezing comes speedily
10 their rolief
The farther Rorkty s ukee Ui s
and more gaudy their harness and trap-
Pinga. ' Thoy aro always savags and sue
picious and noisy, but to the south, tow-
ards La Biche, they are miserable in body

HAND-WARMERS OF THE NORTIL

as well, and wre hitched to the sledge
with harness purely Indian, and utterly
devoid of adornment. Strangely enough,
the Tndian, who likes to deeorate his own
person, as a rule utterly ignores that of
bia dog, though i may puint the moose-
skin covers the head of his sledge,
or hang tuls of hair or yara upon I, &b
he does sometimes on the toes of his snow-
shoes.  All harness is made of moose-
skin, but at Chipewyan and north it
fashioned better, and there are, besides,
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luul cloths, called tapis, covered with
s an

embroidery,and vivid porpons
loating. rib-
i colors. Add to

{hik 0 vo 1 oo mdoossing Ingyinign

and mittens, with a L' Assumption sash

about his waist, a caribou-skin capote on

his back, and ‘s fancifully ornamented

and betasselled *“Tommy Atkins” cap on

his head, and the North-land express
nd at its best.

< echgiripi Ll e
driver. There is no sensation more ex:
hilarating than running with the dogs on

xmk 1o the jing-

mpous, ind drowns the jingle, nml
u.m is u(uluug in the sledge o eaf,
ive

P el foes e weseizly nolehi ke
ellers, from the best fed down to the pu-
niest of the Indian species, which are
contemptuously called gi by the
half-breeds, and are not a great deal
larger than o big fox. They draw a hea-
vier load, at a faster pace, on less food,
and for a'greater length of time than one
would believe without secing. The usual
number toa train is four, and tandem is the
¢ of Litehing them to the sledge, which
about seven feet long by fourteen inches

turned over at the head like a toboggan,
These four dogs will haul four hundred
pounds on & falr track from twenty-ive

% thirty five
dhate the o deep and the trail must
az'stip will be Giisen to
lake o river

iole (a passenger
-lm.lgz}, u.Ly il g0 lnny 10 fifty miles a
day, and keep it up soveral days, and this
on two whito-fish weighing about threo
pounds apicee, and given to each dog at
night. I saw Gaudet's train bring into
Resolution five hundred pounds of cari-
bou meat, which remained after supply-
ing two men and four dogs during  four-
day trip on Great Slave Lake. Some
great stories are told of the loads drawn
by the Mackenzio River dogs, whose tails
are docked short, to give a more work-
ike appearance, and keep the meek
and lowly from advertising their shrink-
ing nature and spoiling the appearance
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of the train by sticking the offending

th seven hundred pounds, and
had written his name on the wall with
ree hundred pounds’ wei 1 tid to
his wrist. Wi out on
the Hudion Bay Compaay's st hoat 1
discovered no Indian or half-breed who
packed more than two hundred pounds
on bis back, while the name-wrih
Hercules had left no successor.
shoe runuing, packing, and canoeing
are the three most resourceful fie
of the Indian story-telle
thres, runniog affords Lim g
is peculiar imagination.
n of the North-land is nei-
ther an iugenious nor a pieturesque Mun-
chausen. Ho is just a plain liar, who
seems not even to count on the eredulity
arer for acceptance of his tales,
by choice rather than from ne-
cessity, and should the necessity occur he
makes a virtue of his lying. Nor is he
abashed if discovered. Really I beliovo ho
s every plin satoment as & lost op-
pm'lnmly Every fire, every meet-
o o5 the post, variably bevomes an ex.
cuso for the discussion of dogs and the
recital of astonishing feats of snow-shoo
running. The fact that no one of the as-
semblage ever did or ever could perform
the extraordin ts recounted does
ot detractu particlo from tho quallty of

the ix enjoyment by the it
‘s a case of tie man with the last
P ey

sory having the best
1 his vainglorious talk, the Indian is
an unheslating admiver of real prowsas
d good runners are indsed plenti

This Soantey, where shaake’ mare 1t the
only mount.

w00 dog-drive .mx to run
forty il day s b0
A At o
are insianoss where men have gone far
ther, but in most cases the going has
been exceptional, or the **day " stretched
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far into the night. t to ob.
tain sutlontioated information on hig
runs I found the  day”” most elastic, ex-
tending, in fact, the full twenty - four
rom midnight to midnight, and
the “ running” man to include
riding on the sledge now and then when
the going was extra good. The
of actual runu
rate was sixty miles, done be A
and 5,50 P, by Alexandor Linklotter,an
Englsh.Creo Tallbreed now sl Chipe-
an, who made two en route.
bt cighty miles
bebweon miduight and nine olelock of
the next night, and an Indian w
enty miles eyl i
theso are notable cliefly because of the
dogs’ endurance, for both men rode m
of the distance,and neither approaches the
performance of Linkletter, who ran every
foot of the way.
e condition of the goiny
greata difference in travelling that thirty

otal
on anoter.

tions of ripping, {rom twenty-five Lo th
ty considered a fair day, thirty-
five milesa good day, and forty & Sg daye
work. The voyageur considers he is trav-
elling well if he makes two fires during
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the day,

¢ which speking, nither A'dn, s i i
good to bul of course tlmru

are exceptio
ecoptions In this oase 850 Toro afien
Cree.  The half-breeds are generully more
agreenble o tho evo; some of the women
Spring is popular- are even good-lool
Iy spoken of as the & daughter of ichaet Sandorsilo the
time when “the intorpreter at Great Slave Lake, has ox-
days are long and cellent features, a sweet expression, and
the dogs go well,” is quite the belle of the north country,
and you travel though the wives of Spencer and of Clip-
longer and farther ewyan Frangois press her very closely for
eacl utasa the honor.
matter nl fact the  As to plilological differcnces, thoy are
aslittlo Lo 100 intricate to understand without Tong
do with the length stady, and. to
of time spent on here. 1t will answer our purpose to kno
sqvaw tegoxo.  the road if you that the Cree nation is oue of tho Tarpat

jourues aud time
is an object, Tndeed, io mo the

r you start
at three, make your first fire at seven,
start again at eight, which is just about rec. o
daybreak, have a second firo at eloven, tagnaise, is i roat el
and camp at three, which gives about spreads between the Rocky Mountains
an hour beforo dark to cut a supply of and Hudson Bay, und exten i to i
firewood. In spring it is daylight long

fact, in May
to in my note-book frequently at ten,
nnd 1!. was not rmlly dark at ln\dulxllt
In midsummer thero is o night, and in
mmidwintor the short days are of light kel River, wlish iave .
the. tangue, sharper feature, alo
oyes, and are the moat Inteligent and
irifty Indians in the conntry; and the
Eskimo, that nwever hunt more I\mll “

T have said that Chipewyan is the prac-
tial dividing-point beiween two great
Indian fam but the traveller who did

ot heae Iluslr eyl altogether
dissim u. ation and word, would

hml.vle umwllv.l distis
Cree and the Chipewyan Indian, excopt
possibly the face of the latter is broader.

‘They are never corpulent,and
mever cleau. ally there is no choice
between ey ‘heir capcity ad prefo
dice for lying are equal, and one is as

Illllrlllh"ll‘ﬂly ns |Im nlhur. Generally PAFPOOSE IN ITH MOSS BAG.
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speech, and, notably enough, average of
greater stature than is commonly be
lioved of this people.
iunarios havo now reashed sl hese
ibes from thediffersut 7 Coms
pany posts, and the
rowarded hy H)(- outwrd nrf'r)lhumn ot
v d go number of the
Tadians Ciat oome 5o tho posts 60 trade,
The French half-breeds, and certainly
. of the con

Catholic faith; the remainder have
n over to the Protestants.
The most tangible evidences of church
influence thus far seen ure in th
general disappearance of the medicine
an and the suppromion of polygumy
and incest. So far as I could learn,
the + had any defined wor
sh  eligion was und s
fear. They are over prop L
bad spirits, the demons of Lhulrdmun X
and the imaginary * ene
have seen burned leggings,
s, and broken now:
ces

w ug, 42 1 never faied 1o

ota the pn\\lomumut avarice stronger

the supers rovealed by

e worthless SHarAe o1 e e
y

s g o s g

minor degree, taken as the dreamer's

The medicine-man has gone,
i

tote:

the pronounced atalin
sionaries not succeeded

ey conform to the ceremone
Tigion, but Tidl of trae Christianity
been developed. It Lias been a change of
ethod rather than of heart. Formerly

le babies were killed on birth; no

sralft o slowly siarve 10 death
old 4 n opsaly exshangsd wires
for u shoriar or lon the
mumber of virtious gire is ve y omall,
and wise indeed it tho son who know
his 2 thia vals of uncoaveatio
ality. The desd used to bo swung in
trees or hung from four posts, where the
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wind, rocked them in ther slenal slep;

they aro buried in shallow graves,

and the wolverene da them by day
and foods on them by ight

s o not yottaught the Tndians

 OF THE NORTH COUNTRY,

neans essential (o the happiness of wed-
ded life.
These people have not
to civilization. Take f ndian
his copper kettle, steel knife, and 30-bore
uzle-loading gun, and give him his
birch-bark “ rogan,” moose-bone, beav
tooth, and flint-stone knives and bow, and
e is just about 1o was when the
Hudson Bay Com brought the trin-
Yoia of 1 great wosld s0. Bim,
culiural knowledgo is o
because his country is n

_,g

¢ susceplible of

cultivation, excopt in a fow raro and iso-
Iated spots.  And there aro no ative in-
dusities of any daseclpien. o wearie

of Hlaakels, no making of Jewelry of
pottery, absolutely nothing beyond some
indifferent beading and porcupine-quill
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wwk whmh is done by several other
tri )y none 5o well as by the Na-

for sentiment, they have none be-
fond s torporific bliss caused by a fu
sto es, the,

run

ke
& et of moceastns conveying indicution
of a tender sontiment; but ut
The men muny "1o have

s rolati
some one to make moccasins for them,
nd the women marry because, poor

things, they have littlo choice in tho mat-
ter, and that little probably suggests it
is better to the servant of one man
tha the drudge of a family. There are

Troep et fnto exhauation

10 gontle words to convey the tender so-
licitudes of courtship, no terms of ordi-
nary pollonem: only in the Loucheux
tongue can he
e il they arg subjected n
their wanderings, and the withering of the
{amins and gluidony o the feasis, oom-

e to orte

an
o, Aud the greaiest ble-mg l)uy en-
joy probably is that they die comparative-
Iy young, and go, wherever it may be, to

place which they make sure cannot’ b
more barren of comfort or pleasure.

It must not be supposed that
searches at Chipewyan taught me all
this, or that all I have said applies to the
country immediately about " that post.

m figuratively resting my

b s D Mackay's roof I have

told_something of the people and the
ng.

st i
man Catholic mission, in
chargo of Bishop Grouard  rho 8 i
i of Indian

fon
journey, and in talking with the

at Fort
Simpson, on the Mackenzie, one n! the
most popular factors and hardi

of children, and
1
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ageurs in the country, and C. P. Gaudet,
in chiarge of Fort Good Hope, on the
sume river.

Nothing commanded my carnest atten-

of miles from akiled abor, they have
wlllppﬂ‘l out the plavks for th hurel,

invented  writien language, somew

e Egyptian in charactor, taught it
it .1.gm nuxhﬂmlmm 1o both Chipe-
wyan aud Cree, printed and bound the

Tostaments and tho Bible for distibution,
gone out into the woods to hunt
their meat, and 1o suffer from cold, per-
s o starve, along with the Tndians fo
whom they would preach: the Word of God.
I care not whethier one's form of belief be

for or against the doctrine preached by
these men, one must be petty indeed who
does ot respect these workers, b F ast

and West, North and South, h
ar in advance of tho pioneer, far beyond
the plaudits of civilization, to carry their
faith into the very heart of tlle wilderness.
f Chipewyan jtsell thore is Jittle to
say, other than it was from this point,
then a post of the Northwest Company,
that v Alexandor Mackensisin 1780 took
his departure for his voyage of discovery;
and here, 1o, ﬁxr Johin Franklin spent

several of his party, and eventually in his
own death

given the same nssurauces here
T el veired o along m trip,of

not being able to get into the Barren
Grounds knd out 3
Mackay was d to

to
detarmination 1o make the silempt, and
to aid me by advice, and, what was more
o ke point o place two of e pow's
best trains of dogs at my disposal.  One
o theta was for e luggage, o the o
to carry me one day on'my journey,
and then turn back, in order that my an-
Kl ill vory sensitive, should have an-
v da

on Jlul ry 24th, in greater style than I
ll!achd l'. lny subsequent Lxmu. with

of the celebrated Beaulicu
family, runumn before the dogs, and Rod-
erick Fleet and William Pini, English
and French half-breeds respectively, do-
ing the driving. T cannot declare my first
experience in a cariole to lave been one
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of unalloyed pleasure. Ttsaved my ankle,
aad for that Twas of course grateful; but
deapi all the furs it s misersb)

ell

travel
ing, the c.nnx. Koope upse
oll-worn lake
{ral and. you, bundied up i

dragged

n furs, are
‘aliog face downwards, like
bag of meal, until the driver sets you up

again. William was very attentive, but
not all his care made me regret when the
lay was over and my riding at an

end.

We camped that night at the junction
of the Peace and Slave rivers, and when
we started the next morning, long before
daylight, the temperature was 35° below
zero, and our route lay down the Slave
River. 1 noted very lile difference
betwaan tho soonery af this and ﬂm of

ver—unless po
tor are pner o) lughnr
lnd more heavi 0oded. In fact, there
ight change in the scene. .uywhm in
the country, except that caused by the

little sticks,” al

disappears aliogether at the Burre

Grounds. It is u country where the s

tercourses are the highways—for canoes
and snow-shoes in_ winter.

you will, you may stand on unexplored
Soil.  The river-banks are well timbored,
but 'k of them stretches away, far ba-

yond the Indians
inhabitable muskeg.
y joy at bamx out of the cariole was
brief, for tho pain of my ankle was inten-
sified by the hard ek o whieh we
ranning, and the ico was fu
crucks and holes, which in darkness are
always dangorous 1o the voyageur, and
were especially so to me in my crippl
‘We had the mlllell weather I
before reaching the Barrens,
the sec-

ken, the trackless, un-

experience
the mercury touching 50° below
mm night, and beginning go-
10485 ou the third day. e only
rvhaf 1 ad to the monotony of travel
afforded me by Roderick and Mau-
Tios tn seting fox- Araps, and my own ex-
perizch with o pat o Horwagtan o
shoes (skis), which I had » Ciip-
myans et/ et T found aferior to

web shoe.
Although we were, indeed, going along
at a pretty lively gait, and quite fast

of tea
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enough for my physical condition, my
nvnnull half ehiafed at the pa w
nt to reach Fort eyes
ook ot o (s poet ver s 1o The
railroad. 1t seemed the Mecea of my
trip, for iere lived James McKinley, tie
only man who could really give me any
information of the Barren Grounds, as
lie not only had been stationed at Great
Slave Lake, but mmer wrip o
that Jand of desolation with Warburton
Pike. But the way was hard -ud the
long stretches of river dishearte
is an intoresting fact n.m..lw-y. !numl
T travelled eaier whro the river wan
tuous, for, though knowing fance
none the less, tlu nlnny ghtes gave
hear o reach the ond, while
when 1 cam ,m, osg n.nst:h tho
bare work n’ ranning sared
face, and the dis
We really made very good
vived at Fort Smith on the mnming of
the 27th, having been three days and two
hours doing the 118 miles,
Though prepared for a cordial reception
t the post, sinc ley's big heart
and helping hand are known from end o
e North-land, the heartiness of
my welcome and the solicitude for my
condition quite overpowered me. To ono
coming from the pulsing city, where it is
*every man for himself, and the devil
take the hindmost,” it seems curious to
have strangors that know you but in the
passi t in your move-
Toente tud exhibi anaern for yoar oomm-
fort.
T was soon sting in McKinley's unpre:
with the water hie
g my swollen feat, el
bad browed warming o
reshed, MeKinley made me
ikttt wiked of my pro-
e reiterated the
el laiaglen
ing thet T coukd not get into the Barvene
in miduinter snd got

el attempt forlove or money, but
as T was bent on the effort, advised me to
try to secure Beniah, a DogRib leader,
and one of the best hunters and most cou-
rageous Indians in the country.  He said
none of the Indians would be at Slave
Lake at this time, and that the only sure
ray of getiug into communication with
them was by sending a runner to Res.

olution with a letter to Gaudet, the Hud-
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son Bay Company officor
re, asking him (o

who

unt-

country a_year, and made
a summer”and
an watumn trip
into the Bar-
rens, with_the
hard luck of getting only a
musk-cow Tiead, after a most
trying _experience, and 4

mplished

soquintly an ea
dospatehied to Resolution, and
pending the return of Mu
who was in the woods_trap-
ping, and would bo back the
following day, I rested while
“Me" told me of the country
and its peoplo and its life,
which ho has learned so well
in his twenty years' residence.
The wood-blson is the ance
familiar speci
Wastarn platon, grown banvier in e
retirement from the old life, when the
trail of his hunter never grew cold, and
ho rested neither by day nor night
is
hdeiaophedd
tive estbulnon, aod & nwm du
to protect him from the colder
clinate. of his sdopled home. How
long ho has been in this country thero
are 10 means of kuom Tho present
geno
fefore tia, lisve always hu
a desultory way, but there are 1o t
tions of an earlicr bison, and the u.mmlvy
in which he roams tells no tal
are o wellbeaten tralle, much s those
which on the plains last even to the
present day, o remind us of the vast

3

H
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herds that have been sacrificed to man's

3

The muskeg where he ranges in the
North-land shows no trail, and if it did,
it would remain undiscovered, for it is
impassable to- the hunte;

lepth of soveral feet. Really liule is
known of the wood-bison, except that he
is gradually going the way of the plai

ly go 5
specion from the diflculliee of maintain:
ingan existnc whers olimate, puturage,
and m all against him,
Rmnuy. law has xm..  po
e Canadian
|)mh1bllmg heir Siling, ot
t wil ible to enforco
it, sinos. @0, mundanie power
could stop  starving Indian
from shooting if lie got the op-

inquiry did n
wholesalo .I.ugl.m of thesn
animals,

Some Whirty years ago a sud.
den and exceptional thaw in
midwinter, followed by

ico which the bison could ot
reak, caused the death of o

very great many from star-
Talion and freciog. Aguin,
three years ago, another thaw
and’ storm

guvethelnd-
op-

portunity for that ¢
diversion of
ng,by which meth-
od some men reared i
the civilized world hunt
v and moose to this
day, nud about fifty
bison were then run
down and killed. But
theso wero unusual oc-
asons, . Bion are ot

quire more skilful hunt-
ing than the average
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Indian is capable of. When I was in the
country last winter not even a bison track
had been seen up to the time of our hunt,
and the head T obtained through the kind

ness of Dr. Mackay was the last one shot,
and that two years before. So the extermi-

while the remoteness of umr country, the
difficulties of access—to sa

dhngecs of Marvation acd fressing ouos
you get there—protect
whits hunler,

them from the

wood-bison there are is not

sd thalr numbors se tol
ranged fron
low a4 s.mm [Andmg,

Jose, u
popularly called

tho countey, and, moreover, |
himself of this stat
Parvuading us fo take & buataeof s re-

on, afterwards
‘with ail the dopth and breadth
S warth of English expletive.

The bison range in the country bound-
e by Peace, Slave, and Buffalo_rivers,
whicl has an area of a good many hun-
dred miles.  As they roam this territory
from end to end, and are usually found
in small hords, ihe one of ity that was
killed a fow years ago being an excep-
tional congregation, sud & the Todiase
never hunt more thin a very small piece
of this section in one winter, the diffi-

culty of arriving at a close estimato of

their total number may be .
Personally I am convineed that 150

comes v rese heir total.

Munn and T in our hunt very thoroughly
covered.the larger partion of thele more
ra red the tracks

S| rep r my
Tuakox lrunt, s 1nquity afoot for sigrs
of it northerly piece of
thelr range, without getting ehough ta-
couragement to warrant delaying my
start for the Barren Grounds for another
attempt 1o bring out a bison head of my

tement when he was st
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own killing. So that we two were the

ey kuow of the bieon Sountey and
how undoubted their prowess, but w

knowledgs, on slose’ questioniog, W
found little more than our ow)
we spent two days separating fact from
fiction before finally deciding Calomé
and Bushy to be the only two of the lot
orth consieeing, Bat Caloms, watted
rifle for himself and a sack of flour for
hll wife bu’om he would even discuss
wages, an shy was uncertain of the
section wluch we liad decided to hunt.
Meanwhile sent word that he
had secured & good huntar, Joremiy vlo
knew the country well, an
tain to find bison. lecided J!r
emi ror our rulde, and smuh hndm,,
xteen e post, as ou

fifty pounds of flour, threo o pounds of tsa
and six pounds of tobacco, to last five of us
for the eight da
plete the hun

teen miles that brought
" cabin.  We limited our
own supplies to the Jast degree, becau
we knew the going would be heavy and
the fish for the dogs more than a load, and
we counted on the snares we had taken
to replelah our sock from the rabbite

hunting in any other.
take a supply of
20 wupply of the Joor peoviia
hnr.l affords.” We were pnrlmul-rly Tux-
1 v, for
awually dried fah and diied gac
are ol that may be lad. 1t is out of the
question to be well fed or comfortable;
i Torthe dogy mulﬂw carried, distances
aro great, tra hunt-
fard: “Then there i the extreme dif-
foulty of goting good T eree the Tod-

=
2

They invariably want every-
thing in sight while negotiating, and sub-



CUTTING A WAY THROUGH THE SMALL FIRS.
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soquently discover either lll.lrvmg wife,
wom you feed,or mocesaa which
Jou eoer.

ssu
Cree, 7as, Feoush, and in the i
ited anh-h .nm. comn..ud of which e
s very proud, i ould
have no tmnhln prisieridh il

, camp. And so we
 confidence, for **Susie ™
important personage among.
. who trado with him, and always refer
1o him as o bourgeois, whieh. curiously
enough, in this country is a compliment-
ary title indicating superiority.

Jeremi was one of the most unique
tatterdemalions 1 beheld on my trip.
Munn and 1 instantly dubbed him e
Ancient Warrior; not that his appear-
ance was forbidding, or that he ever ro-
vealed any predilection for the war-path,
except perhaps when Joseph helped lim-

sell too generously to the grease in the
frying pan, but he' looked ax though he
might lave just come off a
through Georgia,” and there was a —

ness aboat every motion 1
long and arduous campaiguing.

was tall aud_guant, with " Sppette
for tea and never saw equal

nd o eoc(nme il bafled desripton

S'
B

Jok 0 Tiew mctraitd Wi bk, and
crowning all was u very small cap he had
ok from some trudet sy yeurs befors,
and which sat rakishly ide or the
other of s lead, and o cmmmuuy fell off

ery time he d the perpen-
dloaiar, s pmplr.uonl Torslooping ale
ways afforded me a great deal of quiet
amusement. He would squat Tndian fash-
ion (and Indian fashion differs from
fashion only in that the feetare crossed be-
4ind an are mtoh) bafose i ke warm.
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der from bearing the entire weight of

your

It was. num Jate tn 4he/ arissiin of
February e Landing
on & southw whxch took us to

S5 up Ealt iver, ud fually to s kv
less twelvo-mile stretch, on the edgo of
which we made a wretched camp in the
increasing cold and with insufficient fire-
wood. There " Susic,” who | d Iso
cided to make a try for bisor
that night. This made us, it toid, & con
pany of seven, which was not to Munn's
liking, and certainly not to mine, for of
all things I have ever shunned, none has
been avoided more studiously than &
large hunting party. Howe
was 1o way of mending mat
wind grew strouger, and the mercury fell
to 40° below, which not only froze the
noses, ears, and chins of all of us the next
morning crossing the open country, but,
was more sarious, put such & crus
. mal so

tows
the sathon Joesunt ¥ Kmaw o well" goiog
through a fine game country of awampe
covered witl grass, and surrounded
¥ wilows, sonll pataho of pins,speuie,

‘might indicate, as we did seven miles far-
ther on. In a very cold wind we tramped
for sbouttwenty ivomilee—siopping onoe
to build a fire, that the Ancient Warrior
might warm d again to eat a
frozen biscuit we had each fetched—across

howould heap uplpll!n"munnbhlu’or
apillow, roll up in his robe, and lie down
tosaors, Very bigh pillows by the-vay,
are common to all these Indians ; they
gllher everything lmu about camp and
w it away under their leads, nth they
m raised @ mup]n of feet. It was always
mo how they slept at all,
Shough T found In'the Bescen, Groun
where there is no brush to soften your
bed, nnd you lie on rock chiefly, nnl .1.
hat & moderately hi
plllnw uds -blp‘ as it relieves \he lhoul

small lakes,

and along thickly wooded ridges, but nm
sight of not a solitary bison track rewas
ed our search.

" and Jeremi were both much
isappointed, for they had confidentl
expected to fiud signs in this particul
Sooton; 50 the newt moeaing, oar pro-

s, dete
tolay in fore going deep-
e sy T o
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we knew two sons of Jeromi's would be
passing on their way 10 a cache of dried
moose meat. So we bettered our camp to
rom the wind, and while our

dians caught rabbits, Munn and I
chopped frewood, uud sinoked, and drank

“Neat truly astounding quantities of tea
es, and what &

aeguires 1n this

ablo stimulant in tho Burren Grounds,
where u pipe and a cup of tea constituted

one's Inll of

i

fure for several days at a
tea 1o be much more bracing
ee. Coffn it alleged lusury

Jand y to be had at

cer's m\)la but grease,
in pointof fuch i the rel luxary. Ovly
cterual vigilasies will save your cache,
and not s porsuasive an o shot-
fun rescue it st
discoverer. We staid in this clmp two
ays, and in that time snared rabbi
enough to last us and the dogs u week,
and to fill me with revulsion at the very
sight of one.
There is something peculiarly ofleusive
in rabbit after continuous diet.
ived at one time or another during my
hunting experien
for periods of varying length, but nolhing
ever filled me with such loathing as rab-
Bit.Tudosd, It Is commonly s by the
Indians thatthey starve on
nce I can easily under-
t il you are v
f hours' hard
us mpn, as though
There

travelling you feel
in the midst of a prolon;
is neither noumhnmn nor strengtl in he

meat, aud almost to
be e ntllurmle od-tormken
Pt rs they skurry

o entire country,and arejust tho on.
dinary rabbit known everywhere, except
that here they change to white in the

fer, for no ono can say how many dup‘nd
on them for subsistence. If there
bou or moose meat or s at the lodge,
it goes to the hunters, who must face the
storms and withstand the hardships of
travel; but the “squaw mon,” the old

ts 80 much easier carried

on one kind of game arri
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men, and cortanly the women und chil-
dren, moro than ouce during the year
owe thelr very lives to the rabbit. 8o,
hough despited by mo. b is revered in
this home of snow and hunge
‘e moved only fifteen Illl|!l the first
day we broke our rabbit camp, keeping a
sharp lookout all the way, an
Oyor o count Slld with curious bow
shaped depressi ranged from ten
to Illly feet in dtplll uml proportionately
ide, ar |.||e Ancient War-
T s e gladden our
Tkrta wnd Teiere ‘. it wxll.l
dried moose meat. Dried
oy, caribou or moose, when at i Yo
it as thick as sole-leather, and of the
same consistency ; when it is poor it
what resembles plmhmunl in I.l»mkn:u
and succulence. It o by cutting
the fresh meat mknlrll! chh are hung
in the sun to dry, and subsequenily over
'y food

£

e fire to smoke, and is the ordiy
=iy

about,
toothsome, but it is filling, and that is the
main desideratum in this country. Fresh
meat a the hunters luxury.

e coming of these two boys gave me
1y Orat Inuight inko. the. elations. be
tveen Tudian parents nd childron. Ty

e with a badly frozen cheek,

ived, or
{hio atier wikh frosen fingers, und both
shivering with cold, yet Jeremi scarcely
turn

in greoting, made no sign
m by his 0wn warm place

camp, and there rolled up in their blank-
ots, while their dogs and ours, by the light

of ‘a glorious moon, mingled in an ani-
mated fight that lasted rt of the
night, and was waged vigorously around
and over ‘The dog is the one m!mber

of age or sex, Bat the boys pay the
penalty of youth, as e sisters and mo-
thers do of womanhood.

We were now where ik sight o bison
was an ourly expectation; we had come
Svse one hinared miis fhio ele range
without a glimpse of a track, new or old,
and Munn and 1 decided our ar quarey (o

. as_indeed o is, the rarest of (

. We tra

wn
scaroely drig he sledge for falien
timber and sharp ascents, and where the



JEREMI WAS T0O QUICK WITH WI¥ GUN.

snow was d d breaking trail exces-
sively b, ‘eepocially with tripping:shoes
on you sunk to the knee, and with
lho oaa tiohinon hoskat 3 ote e

o raised your foot after every step
to shake off the shovelful of accumulated
worked our

way
1o sigus. 83 o camp
i the wooda that night, with a oaring,
warming fire, and such a glorious aurorai
exbibition s T had never befors beheld,
nor ever afterwards saw surpassed.
Tiare were Ganaing waves of shasging
red and violet expanding and narro)
ing and whirling across the sky in
phantom dances; then great radiant
‘ot gobddn-greenies pireced. the

Benvans ko irdescent soarh- lights of
incompiratis power and bl i

50 atarlingly brilliat and won-
dortully eautifal, ~ Abd T lay on my
back, with the Indians on one side and
the dogs all around, and stared at the
mngulliu-m spectacle, and forgot the

T Tndians have no definito idea touch-

Dt no-
ights that
moe quickly,”and in general accept the
axlulnl.mu as merely the wind or
fine weather. The my itisthe

eir In ol
Ciiabe this only by p
tuting Oghting Tor dancing; bot thare i

really no attempt at solution. These
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Indians are too thoroughly occupied in the

solving the problem of living. They do
claim, howover, that the aurora it at
times audible, and some_scienti
fhoms out, Horswaally 1 sea dd lill
crtainty to the uncerain information
on the question. Twice on my trip,
night, when there were auroral dllphyl.
ieard noises somewhat like the rustling
or srackling of & ilken bancer standing ss
out in the wind but whether it was made
by settling or cracking snow and ice, o
b7, tho surors, T skanes afiew, Thers js
litle opportuniy to test the matisr in
winter, for, what with storms and winds,
in sbsolulely etk vt |
lay in

"The next, our ninth out from the Land-
‘memorable day of the hunt.
Tt opened in hope—for we were in the
heart of the bison country—and closed
in despair, for in one short hour we had

n and chased and lost our game.

We broke camp at daylight, to reach
on this day the lake about which we ex-
pected to find bison, and the country we
penetrated had not before been hunted
by the Indians. It was broken into num-
berless littlo gullies and ridges, none of
which Jeremi missed in his wandering,
and the snow was so deep, an

875

big_game we were after, much as wo
should have liked frosh meat. ~Just after
crossing the lake the Ancient Warrior
s fo i gkt o o tharp I little rld‘e
and Munn and I gave
& o ity eile wo ghted e
and joked about the old man hay-

Tog overlooked the ridge, sad coneluded
o must Lvs gono snowblind, Bt even
o talked ho turned to the feft and be-

o .lawly vlodding up the

hardly reschd the footof the ridge when
eremi camo hurrying back as excited

a pilegmatie Indian over gots, and
suggested he had seen the “enemy,” which
these superstitious e e
countering, o their utter demoralization.

But the Ancient Warrior had the joke
on us this time, for he fairly whisper-
ed, “Buffalo.” Instantly Munn and 1
yero tingling. At last the gaime we had
ok was at hand haart.

Glossly ins litle ircle, and thes in sub-
dued tones Jeremi told Joseph, in Chipe-

o highost
within siiking distencs

our course,
0 B s o Bt T v
tree to scan the horizon, while he sank
on his knees in what had the appear-
ance of a supplication for light on the
darkness of our way, but was in_ reality
his habitual attitude when filling his

pipe. From one of these ridges we saw
Caribou Mountain near by, really not
more_pretentious than a foot-hill, but
phich in this fst countey bears the dis-
finction f great Al

velled on, wearied by the very

A
At
o could not of ¢

afford to follow, at the Tisk of scaring
‘Vor. XOIL—No. 5493

up the bson trall at ance,
easily, but
when ws got o top of the ridge snd the
tracks were before me, my heart quick-
ened, and there seemed no obstacles T
could not surmount to reach my quarry.
Thers wore the tracks, sure enough, like
those of cattle, quite fresh—probably yes-
terday's. We moved slowly along the
ridge, Joseph, Joremi, Munn, and

Indian file, scanning the willow-surround-
ed swamps on eith each stepping
in the others shoo: [mnu but making

quite a bit of n
mow was hard

and oracked it o an

erves of I.lle .hllnug hunter. For-
mn.my st low in our
faces. In half a mlll lel tracks multi-
plied, and were very fresh—made that
day—s0 we took off our snow-shoes and

continued on as noiselessly as possible.
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And now the ridge, hitherto thickly
covered with poplar and pine, became a
bay h sirlched amay for

ween swamps, and

ended in » dharp - *thielly grovn with
small spruce.

We had not advanced ten yards far-

ther when we discovered, simultancous-

it was & two yea
old, with forobead spriakled with ather
gray or white hair on & und o
light brown. She was standing under
the spruce, and just over the rise of the

ridge, o I could see only her forehead,
eyes, ‘and horns, which were about s
inches long, and straight ot from her
hoad, with slght ourve at tpe; I could
not see her muzzle.
our favor, and
though from her vantage on the knoll
she had hea y seen us
before we sighted her.

Munn and I had not before hunted
bison, but our hunting_experience was
sufficient to make action under such
conditions intuitive. We knuw for sure

bore was a herd over the d
Wit firing
onllxe(hn We expeeted, of course, Jer-
emi would work .mund to the side and
under re wo
could view and ot n shot at the herd; or

retreat

irfectly certain
tho herd would ot run until they sented
bl

s hunter loves
most dearly. 1did not consider the
sibility of the Indians' shooting, for they ~rea]
had agreed at the Landing not to fire un-
1 Mann and 1 bad done so, und 8-
sie” said they would keep the

and I trusted them. 1 know mm‘ of

s now than 1 did then.

f course ran through my
head in the few seconds I was taking my
look at the heifer, and Jeremi's stealing
of {0 the right and a ltl aliead rather

my mental survey of the
Suddealy, however, up went

corrol
Shuation,

rs zine of my rifle into them.
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the guns of Jeremi and Joseph.

There

gguns also; those of the Indians exploded
Eofere e b g ity o oo 2ot
we pulled trigger, chiefly because of that
instinct which makes one's muscles at
times work in sympathy with one's wishes,

T was s0 stunned by the sudden turn of
affairs, so exasperated at the Indians, that
T was sorely tempted to empty the maga-
T knew I could
not possibly have scored; I felt sure Munn
had not, but hoped against hope that he
might Bave got his gun up for o sight
L1 ot hink tho Indians had,fo they
can handly hit 2 bara un
¥ 1T hought ot 4l of their
seoring, i was that we might have meat
‘which we mdad but even that, T m
sure, I did not cor

e one. mlwnh]- Lhnug}ll that we had

lost what had been

Simullaneouly with
the shooting the heifer disappeas
wo ran £o the top of the knall n hopos of
& shot at the flying herd, but not a hoof
was ight, 80 rapid had reir
fight, although the ridge opened to view
five hundred yards awa,
We discovered a fow small drops of
blood where the heifer had stood, counted
the beds of eleven cows, and noted the
snow beaten down into paths leading tow-
nd the nnd of nd‘u and mullavt to the

right; an ong
5 eint trab of b, o hopen ok s
heifer might have been more badly wound-
ed than the blood showed, and turned aside
their custom when hard hit) from
the fleeing herd. But we had only a hard
run in the deep snow as recompense.
‘An thea we relurned to our sledgo and
sat down in silence, and with the bitter
that the bison-hunt was at an

the sportsman
d experienced

exper
for and_against him, can
sound the depﬂ,lu of our dmppomtm-nn
To have got
EArhoaie Vat ke Taye et st &
long hard hunt in getting so near, and
actually seeing them, only to have our
chance for a kill spoiled by the stupidity




or viciousness of our Indians was too keen
a grief to be soothed by mutual condo-
lence or by cursing Jeremi.

We went on another day, and saw
more tracks of the same herd, but none
others, and then we turned our faces
Fort-Smithwards. For three days we
travelled by the compass, for we were lost,
cutting our way through forests of small
fir, grown so closely as to render progress
almost impossible to a man, much less for
a train of worn-out dogs. The going was
very hard, and hunger, our provisions be-

ing gone, less easy to bear now following
upon our disappointment. On the fourth
day we came out on our trail, and that
night Munn and I reached McKinley's
cabin, after covering forty-eight miles
between 7 A.M. and 8 P.M. Before we
slept we poured our tale of woe into
“‘ Mac’s " sympathetic ears, and then we
all decided the only chances of success in
a bison-hunt to be—time enough to cover
their entire range from north to south,
and once on their tracks, binding the
Indians hand and foot.



