BIG GAME HUNTING IN THE WILD WEST.

Tue American Erx or Warrrn

BY THE LATE BRIG-GEN. R B. MARCY,

EFORE commencing this
branch of my subject 1
wish to say that the treat-
ment accorded fo it by
Judge J. D. Caton, in
his infensely interesting.
work on “The Antelope

and Deer of America,” is

entirely exhaustive. It
would, therefore, be ar-
rogance on my part fo
attempt to add anything
to the zoology of the elk.

Judge Caton devoted

years of diligent and ef-

Fective study to the sub-

ject. In thic paper, then, 1 propose co

Some facts in regard to the
pcculian of these stalwart game quad-
upeds as found in_their habitar. This 1

am abundantly entitled fo do, since 1 have
hunted them overy seacon for the past

clve vears. During this period 1 have
bt veldom fled. 1o find ﬁrge numbers,
and have killed all that could be disposed
of in a legitimate manner. The many op-
portunitics thus enjoyed have given me
the chance to closcly observe the habits
of the animal in a normal, untamed con-
dition.

n all cases my experience has
been corroborative of the accurate fidelity
of Judge Caton's work. It will be noted
that in speaking of the moose and elk

have adopted the nomenchiure of the bor-
ler_hunters—of “bull” and “cow,” instead

of “buck” and “doc.” The former I
think more appropriate; as the ferms arc
used in common parlance, and are more
Feadily understood.

Naturalists appear not to have any
defnite conclusion as to the origin and
derivation of the name “wapiti.” Some
have, howover, considered it an Lroquois
appellation. 1 have no doubt that the
e Hasliborgal e Probably
it was derived from the Chippevay Indian
word wapeton, which signifies “to

oF “scetag as, for cxamgle, T soe dec”
is in Chippeway, “Nieu wapeton <wa-cuas
kasp,” or 1 see white man,” Niew wape-

w
The elk is endowed

us A

with remarkably keen vision, so that this
native designation is very appropriate.
Whether the word has the same signifi-
cance in the Troquois tongue, I cannot sa
having no know ‘Ldgc of that dialecr.

It s now some forty-three years since
1 was stationed at Fort Gratiof, n
uter of Lake Huron, That section of
country was in those days erfectly
Jettal stote: peshate it sotinues w wil
B it 1 Poriihe most part/a sl horrer
vildernss, covered ith heavy pine. i and
tamarack trees. The soil was miserable
and il adapred to the requirements of the
husbandman. At that period there was an
abundant supply of large game, includiny

i o

car,
within dhe dhen unpopubied cninsula
of Michigan, berween Lakes Huron and

Michigan. Although from boyhoed 1 had
been an enthusiastic disciple of Nimrod,
my experience up fo that dare had nor,
from lack of opportunity, extended beyond
the ordinary ‘sport of deer-stalki

therefore détermined to aval m»se! of

ion, in order to
fortune and skill in the higher sphere of

test my

American field sport.
tom the accounts 1 heard of this lons
Iy and desolate section T deemed it impru-
dent to invade it without a guide who was
familiar with the territory. Accordingly,
being advised that there were good hunt’
ers among the Indians living near Sarnia,
in Canada. I crosse ir Ri
and engaged a Chippeway chicf named
e-to-wan-quad.”  He had passed the
greater part of his advanced lfe in hunt-
ing moose, el and bear i the v
tion of country nd
as perietly. soquiinted with. the habits
and peculiarities of these animals. He
iy accepred my proposition and
Setimed highly delighted at the  prospect
of again_ indulging his dominant passion
for huning large game. His opinion, con-
idently expressed, was that we should in
all probability sce many elk, and possibly
a moose or fwo. The latter had, however,
he said, been hunted so much during the
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prvions yeass that he was doubtful about
finding them

e beautiful qutumnal morning, when
all preparations for comfortable bivouack

g had been completed, our lirtle party
cmbarked in a st bateau and saed
about fifty miles up the hke toward Sag-
inaw party consisted of Licu-
tenant Stephenson, fwo soldiers, Pe-to-
van-quad and the witer, W landed at
a_poi the Indian as being
R e et el

pnges,  Accordingly he was off a
e T o e wael e dode
e only responsc e cold obiain-to” our

immediate anxious inquirics as to what
game he had seen, ct, hun-
R £

was: “Heap
and he seemed averse to talking

STl incil we had plied him with a boun
ul supper. When this was over and he
had deliberately filled and lighted his pipe,
= condcscended i@ offer this preliminary

ind-um plenty

e e
ad gone about

cight miles back
from the lake to
lock River. where
he found a great
number of clk signs,
saw several of the
animals and killed
on added that
e might all go
on Monday morn-
ing and “maybe_so
shoot-um hen
I ashed hum
could not hunt
Them on the follow-
in

if

TNor besaid,
“to-moller  Sundy;
no good for hunt
Sundy e <o,
Gre Spict e hke—
um hunt Su

st Adi T
felt some misgiv-

bunting grounds, This was on o Friday
afternoon.  While we were arranging our
camp for the night, our hunter wenf into

the woods. Shortly afterward we heard
a rifle slm(, hich proved 1o have heen
fired . T s ppeared

With a fat buck upon his shoulders
we were then eight or ten miles from
yrhere the guide expected to find the el
e propoced making a preliminary recon-
noisance the next dey t ascertain whether
the game still remained in their customary

mained in camp un-
dl Monday morn-
ing this
time he especially cautioned us against
firing any guns, as he said it would cause
all the elk that heard the reports fo run far
away from our vicinity. That may have
been the effect of shots in that section
the animals had been considerably
¢ Thave no found it the case
during my subscquen( exended crperence
with those animals in the Rocky ]\[o\mﬂms
Tarly on Monday morning, Pe-to-wan-
quad and T, after donning_our hunting
Sear, traveledl directly back from the lake
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for about five miles over a miscrable, flat,
tamarack forest region. Here we stopped
for a short time and made an auxiliary
camp, leving one of the celdiers in chage

e then traversed for several miles
country o e i o o s
nous, without a_ hill, stream,, road, trail or
any other landmark, that it would have
been impossible for me to have retraced
our step; ndian, however, went
ahea apparently the greatest non-
chalance.  But I noticed as we went along
he would occasionally brush away the dry
Ieaves with his foot, or break down a
small bush; but these marks were made
at intervals so wide that they would have
afforded no guidance to a white man. In
returning, however, 1 observed some of
these marks, which indicared that they
may have served the Indian in keeping
the right course.

Shardly afer e lef the new camp I ob-
served some clk tracks that appeared to
e fresh, but the Indian aid fhey were
made the night before. Soon I saw others
that y new, and called the
uide’s attention fo them, but he pro-
nounced them three or four hours old, and

% me we passed; cached
fack River, when he pummi to the tracks
of three clk that he said had crossed the
stream but a few minutes before, and had
entered a dense copse of tall brush just
ahead of us. As we approached the copse
upon their trail, we Suddenly heard in
front of us two dogs giving tongue mos
vociferously, and the clk out u
the opposite side of the thicket.

ol e them, ot they faatle off up-
idly up the siver, with the dogs in full cry
at their_hecls.

We followed as fast as we (or rather T)
could run, but thy gained upon ue apidly,
until they were almost out of hearing. We
Bad no diffculty, however, i following the
tracks, as the clk with their wide-spreading
antlers broke off and scattered along the
ground many branches of trees. At the
i3pid pace we were uning my wind soon
Fled me, and T was obliged o sto
told the Indian to go on and try fo Eﬁep
within hearing of the dogs. This he did
uncl he cale me.  When T came up with
i e told me the dogs had one of the
clk at bay in the river, about 200 yards
above us. 1 immediately cautiously crawle:
up to where the dogs were giving tongue,
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and peeping over the bank discovered an
enormous k He was standing up

is knees in water, only about fwenty
steps from me, with his head raised as
high as he could hold it. Two large dogs
were savagely jumping and tearing at his
o and nose with all their miy
v him 4 shot, but a lte oo far
R St e e S
asperate him against the dogs (he had
not seen me then) ; and he commenced
vving firtousky at thern with 1o fors foets
Bt il mot steke them. A moment afer-
ward he tumed and ran out of the river,

ave bim anedher shor, buc
B vl T thisd fime, hiting him
e ing him instantly.

as so huge a beast that it took all our
united strength to pull him up fo_the
shore, where we commenced skinning him.
Before we had finished two woodsmen
came up. They had been making shin-
gles somewhere in the vicinity, and on
cating the rifle shots came to ascertain
the cause. It appeared that the brave
dogs that had enacted so important a part
in the affair em, and must
have followed us to the spor whence the
elk were started. As the men were de-
Tighted o sec the fat meat, we gave themn
ol that they desired Tor themechves and
their dogs, hanging up the remainder in a
tree, for it was a¢ much as the Indian
could do to pack the heavy antlers to the
camp.

While we were cutting up the meat one
of these men, who was an old woodsman,
related a remarkable incident_that hap”
pened to him s({me years before in this

same local ile"he and his son were
“mmF one d they came across elk
(rkks leading into a thicket of trees and

kit was weurine = brown
pis I i ke She haie of
an el He directed his son to enter the
Copes atione potat, going  himslf on
the opposite side, in order to obtain more
Chanees for shots,  For swhile they found
nothing, bu at length the son discovered
what he took to be an clk standing in the
bush some distance away. He fired, and
o his horror heard his father scream at the
hxghes( ich o s voice

Rave Tilled me—you have illed

mel”
r boy ran to him and found
rhat hc h«d sent the two bullets with
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which his rifle was charged through his
father's chest. In a frenzied condition
he ran fo the nearest lumber camp for
assistance. The wounded man was car-
ried fo a cabin, and after being
for fwo weeks entirely recovered.
peared that the two bullets had passed
around his ribs

without pene-
trating the
chest.

In refurning
to camp we fol-
lowed a differ-
ent route, but
the Indian kept

very direct

After

nursed

through the
dense forest he

in such a_coun-
try the Indian
could have de-

able to understand it. Pe-to-wan-quad’s
son, who went out alone for a hunt that
morning, was lost, and did not find his
way back until the following evening.
After packing in all our venison, we rc-
tuned 1o the lnke and embarked for home,
well satisfied with the result of our cxpe-

Tn regard to the elk Judge Caton very
properly says: “The elk can be easily

domesticated,” but adds “that he never
heard of one being trained to the_harness,
as formerly was often the case in Scan’
dinavia,” The experiment of training them
was often attempted in the vicinity of
Fort Gratiot, about the time I was there,
and with some success. In several in-

stances they were broken to the halter, so
that they could be led without difficulty.

n even succeeded in_ training a
fullsgrown bull to harmess, and drove himm
to a sleigh for a time. But one day he
stopped in front of a tavern in Port Huron,
and, leaving his wapiti without tying, en-
tered the house, presumably o get a
deiok. Just then 3 g happerad B o
along, ind, sceing the strange turnou,
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went for it. This terrified the clk so
much that he jumped a fence, with the
sleigh at his hecls, and started off at full
speed for the woods. When the runaway
was caught there were a few remnants of
the hamess hanging to him, but nothing
was ever found of the vehicle. I do not
remember that elk transportation was re-
sorted to again during that winter in that
particular _neighborhood.

About this period my Chippeway friend,
c-to-wan-quad, brought me a youn,
ak which we kept until he was about half

own.  For some fime he would take no
Sther food but milk, and even that he
would not touch uales it v admiistered
to him from a bottle. - When, however, the
pose of the botie:wis put ko Tog smasth
he would swallow the ‘contents almost as
uickly as it could have been discharged
?romagun e was very docile and came
into the house whenever he desired. His
favorite habit was to lic upon a rug before
our sitting-room fire; and someimes when
he observed that the' dinner was being put
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spon the table he would quicty help him-
self, i not prevented ond of
h the children, and seemed
ite harmless, unil one day he took it
hto his head t stike at one with his sharp
fore feer, but fortunately did not hit the
child. Thereupon I gave him to a ncigh-
bor, who had an enclosure wich o high
fence round i, abour 6oo yards from
ort, and. there he was confined and re-
mained for several months. One day some-
one by accident Ief the gate open, and the
B e 15 cpcape o saret shoping 4
il specd, and, charging through the Fate
into the pande ground, made directly for
my quarters, into the sitting room, and
Aeliberately T himself down upon his
fivorite g, ashe had ofien done months
cfore. 1 had him taken back to the en-
closure, but he repeated. the. same. thing
whenever he could get out afterwar
Uil within a few decade the ranges of
the clk were more extensive in American
erritory than those of any other ruminant
quadruped, except the common Virginia

1

|
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deer. Tt is also probable that a few indi-
viduals of the species still remain in Mich-
igan and Minnesota, and possibly in other
seqestered Basemn ol
T heard of many having
been seen in he neighborhood of Man
joux Indians were not
Balste ey o (ndiane e
idered unsafe 1o tiavel alone through
that unsettled section, 1 was prevailed
upon to fake an escort from the only
available military force within reach.
consisted o mounted Towa
miliiamen, who, in the abrence of volun-
teers, had called out to protect
the fontier setters from Tndian Mrtacks
hey were armed with Prussian rifles of
a very ancient pattern that were bur little,
if ar all, more effective than bows and ar-
rows, s cvets proved:  They posscsed
20, conception of ity disiph
entertained but litdle zEgIrd o ank and
titles. Notwithstanding my frequent
tests they invariably gave me ?he abl
viated appellation of “Cap,” but they
never touched their caps to me. Being, a5
T supposed, the senior of the party, I set
cut Fom Mankato in 4 wagon, ahead of
the rest, with a driver who said he had
been out in the Sy-ox campaign under
“Ole Pop” Sibley, and therefore scemed
fo regar as a little above me in
rank and consequence.
e cavalry component of the party,
sppuicarly, bl tahen sovonal, deinks
HESkey e before starting. and. marched
in the rear, no cxaccly in colum ofsquad-

o

rons, but ae nea ic a5 the szenath of the
outfit permitted, in columns of one, or, ir
cidimicy. chvlien parasios, i “Tojos &

n this order we proceeded very smooth-
Iy, until one day, & we were paecing near
an exten: i the ground, where the
grass was more luxuriant than on the sur-
ounding land, my drver sudenly stopped
and informed ‘me that he had scen some-
thing sink slowly down into. the grase
about a hundred and fify yards from us,
near the bottom of the Thad not the
remotest conception that it was anything
more than a_badger or some other insig-
nificant small animal, and directed one of
the escort o ride down and see what was

e, He wem, and afier dismounting
o walking forward a few s
charged his rifle. But as we saw nothing
more, 1 told the other man o go and ascer-
tain what it was.

They advanced together, with rifles
cocked and held in both hands, ready for in-
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stant use.  As they arrived within cight or
en yards from the spot where the first shot
yas”made they hulted, and, afier aiming
a long time, fire nultancous
. 1T sy et asionabient ot from
rass bounded one of the largest bull
ever saw, and ran off untouched at
il oo e the prabeiey; ml e was
of sight. It was long before 1 ceased
to regret that 1 had not, instead of remain-
ing in the wagon during this miscrable
fiasco, taken my gun and made the inves-
dgation mysel. | am confident that, with
closing my eyes, I could not have failed
to kill him, as the men were not over cight
or ten yards off when they fired. It scemed
to me that they must have been suddenly
attacked with the most virulent type of
uck fever.

During the seven seasons that T hunted
within rFe Casper and adjacent mountain
ranges 1 invariably found the greatest
A

ven s ln o i 1335 1 often caw herds
of from twenty to onc hundred, and i
1882 and 1883 it was not uncommon fo
meet with herds of from 150 fo 250. Once,
in 1882, T was within 150 yards of a herd
in which I verily believe there were at
Least 1,000 bulls, cows and calves, and that
during the ruting season. As soon as the
immense herd discovered me they started
sapidy off over o mountain so preciitous
that a_horse without a_rider could not
have followed them. As they climbed
the abrupt rocky side of the cliff they ap-
peased e ‘2n enormous herd of catte.
fren amused myself in crawling up
to'a large rock and hiding behind & ob
that T could watch the lively gambols of
the young clk and the sedate and dignified
demeanor of the bulls and cows as they
walked around among their frolicsome
Gildren. T remember one. day obsereing
the movements of a large herd of clk for
at least half an hour. It was during the
rutting season, yet there was no fighting
among the bully and evephing appeared
Rarmonions wad ecsones Among: fem
discovered a gigantic. old_parriarch (hu
carried the largest pair of antlers 1 cve
beheld: T could hawever, onlyses the
tips over the rock behind which 1 was
hiding, so I waited some fime for him fo
turn round so as to present a favorable
side view. Instead of this, much to m;
annoyance, the old fellow deliberately laid
thus screened himself entirely
from my view. 1 was fearful that
moved at all the herd would take alarm,
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and T might thus lose the opportu
securing the
anious o obfain.

nity of
endid antlers T was so

s 1 therefore kept quict,
aiting patiently for him to fisieh hi
sicsta and show himself again. This he

at last did, by slowly rising to an upright
position and giving me a fair view of his
enormous side, at which 1 instantly fired.
The huge monster staggered and fell to
the ground, shot through the heart. His
head and antlers now hang among my
trophies at Orange.

T foae it 5. e il soe e huncing
o disteicts where b clk wore abomtas
that none should be Jiled cxcept the old-
oot bucks ‘and those with the largest
antlers, and only as many of those as we
could ‘dispose of by sending their car-
cases o the nearcet miliary posts for
consumption. In this manner the results

of ou hunting did not materialy diminish
the reproductive ca ccics.

Although the elk are so i ly gre-
garious in their habits that they arc not
often occasionally an old far
bull is lefe behind after a herd has been
shot at or alarmed, and run so fast as to

rur
tire him out; or sometimes a cow may
have wandered away to Ezo(ec( her young
calf. et the adult bulls are often

met with in the rutting season in smal
bands of from four to agh( or ten when
cows are these
amociutiont v o b of the meet hoe:
monious character.
yport of this view T have a distinct
recollection of one day's hunting that
made with an injured knee. When 1 left
home Tws obliged to use crutches, fiom

rse wi
ad been in the woods a few days,

on account o
iinghess fo/actomplish #vuch i the hunt

my

ing line, I derermined 1 w

ould go out
caly che
d

owing day and sce what 1
. Knee or no knee, I was re-
solved o make the eFlort. Accordingly,
with our guide, Bar, T went info the most
favorable clk ranges. Ther od
Habbilly bor sl howns withoit oo
a single large-antlered elk. We
w cows and young animals, but these
were not what we wanted, and we went on
until it was time fo car our lun
made o lidk fire and cooked our s
after which Bat smoked his pipe and pro-
nounced the luck “bamed bad? Prescntly
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e asked for my feld glass and, placing
it to his eyes, he took a long, scrutinizing

loglat g o off e S
en 1 acked Lim what he was looki

at s replicd, holdin

“Sec-um cight bull elk me.”
lass,and sure cnough I could dscern cight
ark objects about two miles off, but could
S diken o whctis iy wire bl e
cows.  But upon Bat's confident assurance
that they were bulls of the largest size 1
el quite elated, and we were soon mounted
and started for them, The wind was, how-
ever, unfavorable, and we were obliged to
make e o deour o gct upen the lec
side of them. We accomplished it, how-
evee, and. canld plainy seb the, cight bulls
quictly grazing in a valley about a mile

from us, but the cover for our further

The, ditabie ome’ s o, moolh praiie
with short grass, affording but little cover.
Afic ricing a close s e could wishout
startling the clk we dismounted, tied o
R an Commcaesd s ing o eyl
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ing toward our objective point, which was
the erest of a litle sise of siound over
looking the pan vhere the
shias wist g, T s vy e
and somewhat pamf\\Fwork for me o drag
imy praned knceand sifle ove chis roun

ardent anticipation, however, of soon
realizing exquisite sport had the effect of
chloroform in deadening the pain of my
nervous system and enabled me to keep
close to Bat.  Both our bodies hugged the
ground until we arrived within a few yards
of the crest of the ravine.

Bat then haled, while T crawled care-
fully forward, so near the summit that 1
could, by rising my eyes shightly, see the
cight magnificent bulls, every head crowned
with the largest sized antlers. All were
quictly cropping the grass only about 100
yard disanc and scemed toully uncon-
scious of our proimity. admiring
their imposing appearance e i ant,
and with some scrupls at disturbing thei
repose, I mised my rifle and fired tw
o Efent animals, both of whmh were
struck bur did not immediately fall
hen handed me his i, which 1 discharged
at another while he was reloading mine,
and in this manner I fired, as near as I re-
member, cight or fen shots, when four of
the original band were lying dead, while

the others, T am happy fo say, escaped
unharmed.

frer discmboweling and aising the
carcasses so that the air have free

Grculation underneath, we strted on ove
return to camp.  We one far be-
about twenty elk passed us
in full flight upon the summit of o ridge
about 300 yards off. Among them was @
very large bull, at which I took a running
shor, killng him instantly.
ain we started toward camp, but be-
fore reaching it discovered another small
band. Among them was a bull carryin
Sne oF Whe larkent ik Bf dntleni ] e
Gt it i) ol wilh 0 kb s
that day, but these_extraordinary antlers
presented o temptation 1 was unable to
fesist. So, after stalking for some time
through the thick brush, I succeeded i
illing him, and after sccuring the meat
0 el S withode fam Rethés s
terruption.

This was the most successful day’s elk
shooting 1 have ever had, and 1 should
not have killed so many had I not been
aware that all the meat would be used.
Tndeed, that very morning Mr. Woolcott,
a large ‘stock owner, having in his employ

many men, had sent a large wagon to us
for mear. we gladly furnished, and
the remainder was used in our camp.
There are two methods of hunting the
vapiti.  OF dhese, stalking s the oftence
wdipted aud e o surentol Hum
Sorld ook, bt et e oy e
wind, for wapiti, although they do not
ossess such acute senses of smell and
hesing a5 the moose, have sufficen to
warn_t £ danger if the_conditions
spectbied s S edvin The favoic
of this animal e in the wooded
grasty valleys ‘mear {thes/bases of Tocky
mountains, over whuh when pursued,
they run with extreme case and. rapid©

*When unmolested during warm weather
they are fond of ruminating under the
shade of trees or in dense thickers, and
their delight is o wallow like hogs in small
ools of water. The state of turbidity
these pools show, with the adjacent spoor
of the animal, afford good indication of
the time of their Lust visit, If they have
only left shortly before the hunter's ap-
proach the water will be quite thick with
mud, and will be dripping info some of
the holes made by their feet in the soft
borders of the pool.

Upon one occasion, while hunting in the
vicinity of such puddles, I saw ar a
Ganth don e Laiic 5 berd afrwanit,
and among them was one as black as chony.
This gave me huge delight, as 1 was firmly
convinced I had discovered an abnormal
nondescript specimen of the genus corvus,
and T resolved “if it took me all day” to
secure his_anomalous scalp. Accordingly
T made a long detour, skirting the wor
o et on the lee side of i, i here

¢ from which 1 could crawl
Hrough mud and brush within rifle range.
It was terribly hard traveling, but 1 perse-
vered until 1 imagined 1 was about near
cnough to give him a fatal shot. On rising
a little to take a sly pecp 1 discovered to
my supreme disgust tﬁu, instead of being
lack nondescript of the cervidiee family,
e was not ing more nor less than a nasty
old bul clk, covered with a thick coating
of back mud from che cp of his snou to
the end of
¢ most favorble scason of the year
for stalking wapifi s from about Septem-
ber 15 till about the middle of October.
The former date marks the beginning of
the rutting scason, when the bulls are in
the fattest condition, and their flesh most
juicy and tender; at the latter period they
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have become lean and tough and their
flesh is not well flavored.

Soon after the commencement of the
rut the bulls begin their < are
shrill, sonorous whistles, which can be
heard for a mile or more, and resound
day and night during the season. The
bulls, however, when hunted much, are
cautious  about sounding their calls.
When these calls are loud and frequent,

as is genenally the case, the hunter can
push rapidly toward the sound until he
arrives in sight of the bull. Then he

must hide himself and stay quiet until the
animal presents his side for a favorable
shot.

During severe winters, when deep snow
has covered the grass on the mountains
and forced them fo ubsistence in
the valleys, skin hunters have slughtered
thousands’ of the noble wapiti for the
skins alone. But so diversified have their
ranges been, and in many places so inac-
cessible to hunters on snow shoes, that
there are quite large numbers left in se-
cluded  localities.  Another cause that has
helped to preserve them is that they have
so ‘little local attachment. When, there-
fore, they are molested in their fecding
grounds, they will desert that locality an
move far away info another where they
are more sequestered and sccure, These
migrations_are so simultancous that it
scems as if they must have some method
of communication with their remote breth-
ren which is beyond the comprehension
of man. Several times after they have
been hunted in a particular section, a gen-
eral exodus of the species has been ob-
served toward another range of moun-
tains.  These journcys are invariably
made in the night, whenever the destina
tion could only be reached by crossing
open prairies. R

The other method of hunting wapiti is
on’ horseback.  This is seldom adopred, as
very fast and enduring horses are required.
Even then success is quite precarious,
especilly when the game s dingle or in
very small bands. Personally, 1 believe
they are capable of outrunning any other
game quadruped we have in America, ex-
cept, perhaps, the prong-horned antelope,
G Helia b Mt ot 1
have a_distinct recollection of standing
upon the side of a mountain near Pike's
Peak one day in April, 1858, when I had
tarted and chut st B Dladketalod dor
1 watched them for several minutes as
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y ran down the mountain at full speed.
hile running they started up three o
e wwapits that ta slong with them for
a short distance, after which the wapiti
passed the black tails and confinued to
Widen the interval unil they were out of
sight. 1 had never before witnessed such
an exhibition of specd. It seemed to be a
perfectly fair and conclusive test of the
Comparati s and bottom of the

species of decr, especially as T had
frightened them all by my shots; they un-
doubedly pu forth their utmost exertions
to_escape from a mutual adversary:

he wapiti, may, however, when in large
herds in the open grounds, be successfully
coursed by sportsmen ave surplus
horseflesh o expend. Under such circum~
stances the wapiti, when closely pursued,
will crowd together with their wide-spread
ing antlers, which obstruct and retard their
movements so much that they become en-
tangled and confused, and are easily over-
taken. Litle Bar assured me that one sea-
son, while he was et a winter’s sup-
ply of meat for his people, he encountered
2 large herd of way i
near the North Platte River.
them with a good horse and continued the
chase until he had killed seventy fat bulls,
sufficient to afford his people subsistence
for the entire winter.

is method cannot be successfully pur-
sued in a densely timbered or mountainous
region, as the following occurrence shows:
T passed the month of April, 1858, in camp
néar the Manitou Springs in Colora
(then called “Soda Spring’), where there
was not a white man living within 150
miles of the place. T was awakened one
morning abour daylight by my orderly
telling me that there was a herd of clk
across the “Fontaine qui boulle,” upon a
bluff only about 200 yards from our camp.
T went out and there saw several hundred
of the magnificent animals standing upon

very verge ice witl
their heads toward us in as accurate a line
as a regiment of cavalry could have formed.

as a grand and gorgeous spectacle and
afforded vast enjoyment. Several soldiers
mounted their horses and pursued them,
killing six before they reached the foor
hills to the south of Pike's Peak. At that
oint the horses were no longer able to
ccp anywhere near them, and we last
saw them scaling with the greatest fac
ity the abrupt mountains far away fo the
west.
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