A CHAMOIS HUNT IN THE ALPS OF THE CANTON DE VAUD.
BY SCOTT A, SMITH

HERE were thrce of us, futher, son and the
swrier, 1t was near the end of June. We
from

alo ‘morning
thl lk Flémﬂ: b lhn route which |ndl
up by the e ot it sad mcunod e
dlrectly o the northwester idge of the Giand
Muvenn. ‘This position gave us views bot
' the northern and the western dides of the
Tountain.

Tt was our intention to go up to a passage
ot vive, which 1akos a secpantins, Courss upon
the, mountain side and trawrete it 4 loog dir-
tance one thousand feet below the summnitt oF
it 2 height of nine thousand feet. These vires
e il "y, "W foo of walls or

e layer o rod
n areving a the Bkt of the pesturee the
sun announced Vague glimmers; soon
£ was disine scd cley, than e walke) yith
g prvdence, ooking with cae n il dve-
ons. "Our atwention was rvdnuhhd vhenwe
came to a nun in the path, or on mount .Flw
i ol ol g i S e
e, wBuld et o4 ol of view and only
n he had assured himself that there was no glmf in
Weki b e e e S D e,
ind which was the commencement of the vire. Hert the view was vei
jpon. the western side of the ridge were wall which
descend by Fomndnhle e s o the o None. e g

pushing a stone it could
A, f«' Lylnfie pasture fands "

'n»er:wasaponblh'y ¢ the chamo
rha« funvw| cut into the sides of the

Tiked by
o mp, upon the highest rested a glcier overlooked by an amphitheate ot
wall o lowest step eceived all of the debie which fill from
the ya L) surrounding heights. Neare s without
terriges, while farther down were spot of gras and Pl
e first cxamination gave result; then the father with his glass

wmber, gorges

gaeched all the rocks and prches e of grass for an hour, with 0o berer succes,
We young hunters were beginning o be impatint, when self
to be silent. Six_hundred feet
out upon one of the snow
rge part by snow avalanches from the cliffs a e picke
alment to the Barduess of ic. Soon appeared thce, e oo o il e
ac

v an instant carcfully exas
selves in securiy, they commened thix moming's sport,
e The 8 e B ‘h:;r;‘omtnn in the lves of < s .ﬁerdmemm‘ breskfated
ins, which consists, in part, of simj isplays of power an

gy BaL. sty o e bl o (g a0 U el el

over the snow, the rocks and

retuming to the neve was apparently their favorite arcna.

There was one, always the same, which from time to time stopped for 3 moment,

the surroundings; then, believing them-
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and with his nose to
inspected the surroundings.
sen chamoia at play but o Mm
with so indon, ¥

The day was pﬂf«l, w dlar sk, pure ex-
hilarating ture was in ur o
joy.and o doubt they fel it influence.
A times, sarting together fiom the
ttom of névé,
digious speed, in .hon
their front legs bent like

ik R s
then in-

the wind curefully No doub thee came great en-

often joyment when ‘undmg like statues on

the veye of u preciples they writh ex-
tended necks cu

at a right angle to
z)lckl.)d‘awav. all of

SEPTEMBER.
them

v examined its pro-
Ofien in mounting or descending one of
e impulse would murn
their course and boun
the others instantly

llowed. 1f first felt himself pressed
efforts,

by the punuers he increased his

eap oF ruLs-cnown cnamon (sase)

stantly turning they dashed down the
Hope, meing updy whers,the ol

was not too On the steepest
places they would, slide with stffined
and the whole weight of their

the hind feet, cutting
decp furrows in the impacted snow,
and bring themselves to a halt on the
verge of & fisure or at the cdge of the

all of the néve. Appearing o have 3
just measure

of evident
ooyl g iy

while aking dmw. B2 distance
A, as though the
Lol ey g:ven. !hev ruened and
rushed at one of their number; he,
although taken unawares, never scemed
to be without i e His
o himself
and his punutn by Boande of despes
ate quickness; aftcrward he would lead
the whole frdop until desire for another
change scized them.
At these times if cither of them failed
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o act bis part with sbuclte promptncs
v was

iy T e O . may

have met the disapprobation of the others,

for he took himsclf away with a sudden

erhaps

E’

he lefe_that_rurbulent group to rest the
remainder of the day.

To me it scemed that from all this dis-
slertness 1nd endumnce

ever-threatening
 idea of doing the least harm to

destroyer, the hunter.
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{hee intresting animale should have

cen we
cembled with impatience i
thas secing them, in nowing that our
fles

fitcle earer we needed to be to. have

in a sure dnun:e of our aim.

od so grear,
4 oo, 10 thet 1 seldoea o it goard &

not an indifferent affair, and one pursues
wuch an e ardenly as
B e e e g
‘mean an amateur—could capture a chamois

e would do so, but it cannor
aken, sonlc%u:nlly he

e
We discussed in low tones our furure
coune. There was 20 poutsilly of ap-

roaching them upon but we
Bad' " Boice Between three. methods of

W e Known, o hustes that there
two_places where the wall
Tarser bafoee mbntioned could be

and in cach case the ascent was very

OUTING FOR SEPTEMBER.

steep. If the father and 1 hastened to
occupy those avenues of escape, then the
son had only o descend rgward the
trop to foce the 10 our fire,
but is three hours were

and e that i the s might

o the Nlnvenm or ¢l .. The secs d

b g S e o o
‘we were while the other went to their rear,
thus forcing & ight in our direction; but
this_ attempt would of
ties, as they might pass the i
our reach, or an( rm

tain couloir, or

to a vire her u) lht mountain. To
revent this latter possibility another
unter was need:d itllV, we l‘nllld
wait untl they ref

it would be posible 1o folluvl and find
them, for as a rule chamois then remain
quict

The last proposal was the wiscst, and
the father insisted on its adoption. As
a truc hunter he had letl liking for that
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method of chase which posted hunters 80
368 it e Who Took The par of dog
To shoot at the game in ks swift cou
of fighe, the chances were that sithough
the " bells my gy il o o vial Spo
yet the snimale might be. wounded, and
A wounded chamals s in nearly evey in-
stance a chamois

‘After waiting an A G
came o cemton in thei pl :tgm

young. hunters, in our impiticnce,
S N i e e
i e

ne-ﬂu

us.
When arters of an hour had
paued we hear

the report o bis sile
newpositions;
he had mmd ﬁrﬂwr on to block the

essary. | was posted lower down. The
chamois fled in'the worst direction for us,
but the best for them, they mounted to the
highest vire. As soon as this was seen
by the father, he commenced to climb the
rocks with an agility which was truly sur-
prising.  He arri ime to shoot
at the rear one, hook his head as
rhmgh T el b

e next coure was 0 the southern side

o e b the way, and carcully
o make sure

cxami I
B T e
e chamois at their ease in the sha
of a rock near the head of a small glacier.
A sharp nasal whistle informed s that our
resence was known; then there was a
cncral flight, a sauve gui peut. One of
the number, 3 superb_ animal, tall, and
with a haughty way of carrying his head,
withott doubi the siltan of the teoop)
crowed the glcier at  gallop and dis-
sppeared; two thers sprang into couloirs

ich permitted them to pass to the sum-
s, but the it one went tmight a the
Tock o serl the In rone. W& mouced
il oo st rapdity, hoping
that Tn what wis seem:

thighs of stoel he gined s resing place
ity ol o Mg o

ma of Being in perton
security, without rhoug}\l of flight.

alked eeurd . and made long lule @
ok i our s
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in a most provoking manner; it was, no
douby,the wry chamois we had so confi-
ntly expected to capture.

Fm us there remained only to sub-
t our discomfirure and as 4
thing to measure the cxact stren
chamois. We went up to examine the

found a_ nearly_perpendi

ten to twel in

5 t een
rojection. nearly vrnltl] lu
ren .ﬁ'.’;ma i

BRighE GF Ak Tk i talie ot Shie
that point could be scen some slight

depretsions and namow ledges, but all of
Wik ware . spars, 1t v

o e i

i

or climber could scale that wall without a
Bdder.

The chamois continued to watch us.
The father :xi:uﬂa no thought 0f
attempting an) ither with them.
He agnr‘ % 'U ine the decliviti
F el ol o
T e e umﬂ' o s g
hmd abandoned his seraglio to.

in asfety, Nothing was sese. Ye

0 a lite carth or gravel there we found
his footprints.
Aniving s the top s rsloed st e

inner man nceded replenishing. 1t was

late in the day, and except 8 snall ploce

ocla i on sl g e

the far-away remembrance -

fist beoween midnight and 1 oclock.

The son had to eloa b.d his rifle,
-

Seuting ourives aaae 4 snal st
which flswed From the ghtio, we opasd
rovisons. "
ung hunters ate with great appe-
tits, bur the father was uncasdy sested
and'did not cease to_ hurry us. Our re-
ast was near itsend when he red;
re fully

there sounded_the

i the dinner

throws iz~

upon th e g ’i ier and

saw_comi amoin, 3
mother a8 her lirte oo, 1 £l B

T mother tened, To tabe aim Sad

i of an instant. 1 had a

no longer in

view, having passed the ridge. A rock

ham e
ing my rifle 1 spr
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separated us. 1 ran there. The chamois
was about

jected over_the steep incline gave
under my fect. fallng, DA hump
ing, 1 h...aea upon a lowu levl, hen
upon anot re-
chver my bilance. In f.u...g " y vifle
struck the rocks and exploded. The un-
balanced rock went bounding down, <ar-
e with 1 . wealenchs of etoums:
young chamois, from the re
the noisc of the looscned stones, w
seized wih such frght hat he tumed,
u

the glacier, then rest
“tant, uncertuin, lost and paralyzed; fic
nallyrus irections, his move-
ments ended by his secking refuge among

some rocks in the prolongation of the

. mothr, mising hi procnce nd
eaptings of matcmal
g Sl o et

than to

Taie i it in the charge. Fo

all this fortune in ﬁvor of the mother

g e g o
around, 1 be s

chat her young was not lying dead upon

v, she turned and fled precipitaely

to the lower glacier, there halted and

lin have sachangw
signal, for with a tra u.hnﬁ air the
mother tock » cousie o aae of the peaks,

in the direction of Canton Valais, wmch

chogtaodipl vl
m. was our sultan. Un-
scened s, for shey
n toward a

ing a litrle nearer to its entrance than they,
hastened there to turn them in our dircc-
son, but oy suceeded with,the mother.

however, passed down in a way ID
avoid him; then he discharged his 1
put_us on the alert

lon search was
made for the lmle « nmol the rocks

no trace aiding

e In thia the futher, with his glae, kept
the mother in si lm ate her exact re-
treat, in view of our movements on the
morrow. We left rhnv labor to him, and

SEPTEMBER.

while seated upon the rocks thought of
Tost only, and 'of enjoying the lset o
ments of the day.
sbove was clear. Far i the
south lht Pennine ¢l played itself
slong the borian, with i e pesks
athered asound Moot Ross aad bis grand
lomes. Farther to the west was ﬁlnnr
" She secmmed
bl'xl.h'lnl than usual, as her base
ost in blue vapors then mounting fom the
Ko, 1.. the Dear foregrousd was s
ot Savaee pesk, naked -ndr
biiodings b the o apering line o
rocks fming the, Haut de Cry
el
e coownd fha ‘st with
tower like e
Muveran, its ridges fietce and rude, ifs
e with protound deprs, and rocks
Tocks sebmingly ready o overthrow.
her summits \;‘l:]{thsm around, LX!
sslog, it 1 > displaying ¢
iy OF theie sides. ¥
Suddenly there came 3 glow which
enveloped the whole surroundings. It
movated to the mott slevated polats;
each one of those austere manﬂ, each
iou took for an. metant i
oloring from the Serting ‘un. A5 the
fight B smne sub-
Ll m'ndm knen, hee
were yet the Pennine
Aips which refued th give v uy th e..-
they Stood i the fuﬁ ks, J;of theiv
ke, The

<

mered; the Grand Combin appeared
crowned with a halo of glory, and Mont
Blanc was all covered with a mantle, pur-

ple and flaming; placed nearest to. the
etting sun o ok adieus rered upon
her Jin the others had paled and dark-

The, day was at an ends it was necess

place

to find a restin until morming.
were soon  insi

mor-

t
b pasures, but
we
nﬁn.u\demlnngnkﬂamzdm(bemvd»
die of the roor

‘With our Frugel provisions and the
gourd in circulation, all were soon in a
content . Conversation languish-
ing, cach sought his rude bed—simply 3
plank, nothing
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1 cannor say that such nights ae vol-

upe

mag ‘Pleasure that

W illow, althoug]

at the dime oot cornfortable, Yo becomss

in the dutant we ail “picturcsque.
s rest in one's memor

othens are o et ¥

in repose,
ian, trans mxgﬁ;nm

up very The

i
early; there ful]owtd no dellv from a
o
nopencs of sa. pcsount 8 setde. 1t wat
sbout 330 anddupbresk came on our
3 point

the Ahﬂmoll as Iht (lmt down for a
gy
picd, mfupun e whels

mountin side wis o g thing:
sun rose and still nothing appeared;
g0 hour pasid and ‘v norhing came.
Teaving bur place of concealment we

¢ same
solitude.  Finally the father, by his good
judgment and gymnastic abiley, suc-

ed in reaching the sl -1«9...; place of

l)g chamois, b

B i e T vy unly

satisfactory tion was this, that in

cr love Tor her ywung. this meher had
n of departure which

leave no trace. The father ©
“Thers is 4 charm oves the i
animal; let us go hence.”

There came to me 3 great seqse of
seliel when out backs were tumed

and 1 doubt ot that my cae

Ea..m..- “felc the same, The danger we

ad threatened to that poor mother
caused me muc

rand Muvera, the chamgia have
uded retreats a
iy have not reukgn the route whence
they st came, but more sue that heie
coume has been by e
South,from the Mas
stopping short of the Dent de
the two places mention
ol peaks, and we had fime cnough to
visit at least the first of them, the litte
Muyeran ™
The word was given: En route and
march quickly.
"The lrle Maveran was  sort of bi
horn, pointed and twisted, which, el

less high than the surrounding ks,
ried an 4 of defiance to the ay

were
often there in great numbers. The father
assured me that he had counted more
t mvlime‘ bur

Wearied with s0 much unsuccessful
searching, tired with so much ascending
and descending, some of which was very
trying in its nature, we gathered our pro-
sisons for a final incal, and while ot

acusecd 8 way, for retuaing home. It
byrhev:.lkyofN iant, then we_should
pass some grase slopes 1o which the

chamois descer
ds ' the Janeons of the houe v
hose for our course a very direct path,
Sihough the mont difcule 1 wae o way
of steps by which we more
than twelve hundred feet. There was no
danger, as the steps were solid, bur we
must dare to look far out into space as we
d at a very sharp angle down-

Descending thus in sl file the ol
of stones was heard u direction
of s neighboring rdge. All looksd for
A wh:.l wnlvaur success; finally the father
counted seventeen chamois
e i o
way to reach that place was well
known to him, and he decided on an

atempe © approach them
Giving 0 0

oe.
e all of his

i ar 1o the
‘worked his way 1o another thel-

varying movements, here
rogresed toward the
forws

whole_three-quarters of an_hour not
l nmnt rolled from under him; no noise

minf“n)

did his

so0n at a point indicated o us a_place
sufficiently close to the chamois, but they

bad been gradualy withdrawiog s were
several hundred m there. He con-
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umued t move farther on. We watched

R gress with an An:nnnn mmnndy
hzg tening in int tical mo-
meat.airiveds ons chamols galaed ‘the

dark moun-

tains luml lhe vl?Fy Km jected thei
Base of ouns
o navesetcaf e contisabionr doam

mima wich o g, ok semingly
possible bounds, and had a movement
at an_acrobat in mid lll. The
hﬂ. with nimble feet, kept close in his
trackS.  Asthe poant of thei ping in-
10 e, milighe the von- it “Phice
ur mlrzn"
marvlous sight—the fight of
those !lzlln it the
of the prec

SEPTEMBER.

We ached ther 2 they
lite ahove the line of th .'.?.‘.f;m. nd
their forms, i s o

inged
e of the

Their
3 mmww -helf -umrd like
a suddenl vision.

stood clnrlygnur from andthen
with the
ments on o

’he.‘i

the mm-fnl hunter could feel that he

exercise of
h.;). i chalets of the herds-
T s e

resched; there upon,the grass we a
refreshing glass of milk, and without
more delay took the route’ down the val-
ley by the side of the torrent.

Here and m_disapy

under rich foliage, or rushed downward
between enormous rocks covered, with

;. then it amid ver-
dure odorant. with
dhis ally Tecaled many pleas-
o 2 power to dsipate
all depressing Sy e o etpeee
gessful hunters, f-ﬁl nf ln!n }murhiul
opes, were soon in th

trusting that In the near e
come opportunite in which (0 show our
some vocation in life.




