HUNTING THE GRIZZLY BEAR.
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HUNTING THE GRIZZLY BEAR.

THE GRIZILY AND 1S PREY.

The grizly is said to bury carcasses of
Targe animals for futuro use as food, but
this doubt. He hibernates during win-
tor, but does not take to his long sleep un-
til 'the winter has thoroughly set in and
the snow s quite deep. He may frequent-

be tracked and found in snow a foot
deep, where he is roaming in search of
food. He becomes very m hclom going
into winter quarters, an vast aceu-
mulation of oil furcibes nutrimect and
heat suflicient to sustain life during his
long confinement.

The newspapers often kill grizzlies
weighing 1500, 1800, or even 2000 pounds,
and in any party of frontiersmen * talk-
ing grizzly” you will find plenty of men
who can give day,
he killed or helped to kill at least 1800
pounds of Bru

“Did you

“No, we didat wcxgh im; but every

time, and place where

man as seed 'im said ho would weigh that,
and they wu.ll Iges too."”

And this i the way mostof the loris
of big hear, big elk, big doc, ., b

nd end,. Bears axe ustally, though sob
alvays, Yilled st considersble disanoe
m’towns, or even ranches, whero it is

ok easy 10 find a pai of scale.

The largest T have ever scen would not
weigh more than 700 or 800 pounds, and
1 do not believe one has ever lived that
would weigh 1000 pounds. The flesh of
the adult grizaly is tough, stringy, and de-
cidedly unpalatable, but that of & young
fat one is tender and juicy, and is always
a welcome dish on the hunter's table.

e fomalo usually gives birth to two

Yoo produced In the Zoologioal Gardens
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t Gincinnati. The female is unusually
vicious while her young, and the
‘hunter must bo dou doubly cautious about at-
at that ti

time, and it is only
native hunters are together that they will
attempt to kill one. They value the claws
very highly, however, and take great
pride in wearing strings of them around
their necks.
o Tho grily usually trsquonts tho tin-
v bras s of moun-

thesestreams, and even travels many miles
from one stream to another, or from one
rango of mountains to another, across
. I once found one on a
broad open platesu in the Big Horu
M t half a mile from the
as turn-

ount
nearest cover of any kind.  Ho w
ing over rocks in search of worms,

o report of my rifle he started for the
nearest caflon, but never reached it. An
explosive bullet through his lungs ren-

red him unequal to the journey.

Few persons believe that a grizzly will
attack a man before he is himself attack-

L Towss ons of thess doubing Thom-
ases until two years ago, when I was thor-
oughly convinced by ocular demonstra-
tion that some grizelies, at least, will at-

tempt to make a meal off a man even
though he may not have harmed them
previously. We were hunting in_the
Shoshone Mountains

T had

Without
the least apprehiension of his return, we
leaned our rifles against a tree about fifty
feet away, and commenced work, There
were three of us, but only l.wo nnu, Mr.
Huffin, left
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when we first saw them, rang
to our horses, which were pmkeud afew

yards below, supposing, of course, that
hen the bears reached the elk cas
Lh would pmeoed to eat it,and pay no

(urllm- attention to us. Strange to say,
it was the carcass to which they pl"l no
atention. They sl came atter ur; we
had no time for flight, and could n
even release lnd ‘mount our Inrmr-llrmk-
only chance was to fight
for our lives, .,.a with ano sccord we all
v hunting -knives and
Gaaban st s W tat snthon nd
yelled like Comanches, and the savage
Lrutes seaing themaeives thus boldly cone
fronted by equal numbers, stopped, raised
on their haunches, growled, snapped their
jaws for a few moments, and then walked
sullenly back up tho bill o tho brush.
This gave us an opportunity to get hold
o e ifles, and then it was our turn to
‘o make a long story short, we
b e i cub; the
other escaped into the jungle bofore wo
could get a shot at him. Tho resolute
front we put on alone saved our lives.
The grizzly is partially nocturnal in
habits, and apparently divides his labor
of btaining food ad bistravelling about
ually day and night, It is
Tt defniiely known to what age he lives
in his wild state, but he is supposed to at-
tain to twenty-five or thirty years.
Notwithstanding the great courage and
ferocity of this formidable beast, he will
utter the most pitiable groans and howls

iched for
siriollytrathtal. Two brothers wereproe
pecting in a ‘mountains near the
head waters of the Stinking Water river.
The younger of the two, though an able-
iod man, and capable of doing a good
day's work with u pick or shovel, was
i nd th

affman, the aving
bis i camp. o had s taking

ears,an od femala and two cube sbout

s grown, charging upon us with
i the uvug'e fury of a pack of starving
wolves upon a sheepfold.

They were between us and our rifles

Moveabimts any distance away from
camp or their work alone, He n wevcr,
sent him one evening to th
Tols off, to being & keletal of watsr,
. & dp v, o By
trail o it wound through some fissures in
the rock. As the young man passed un-
Iy  n Imness old fo
male rimly, hat had taken up temporary
quarte ied out and ltm k &
Jowertal iy head, but fortunate-




HUNTING THE GRIZZLY BEAR.

VIGOROUSLY BELABORING THX NEAR OVER THE NEAD WITH THE CAMP KEFTLE”

Iy could not reach far enough to do him
sy serious harm. The blow knocked
hat off, and her claws caught his scal
pen clear scrom the op of his
igly gashes. The force
s spinning around,

hastily catching up his rifle, found his
brother vigorously belaboring the bear
over the head with the camp knulu. and
the bear striking at him savago b
any ono of which, it she could have
him, would have torn his head
from his shoulders,  Thros ballals from
the rifle, fired in rapid succession, loosen-
ed her hold upon the rocks, and she tum.
bled lifelessly into the trail. The
idiotic boy could not even then realize
the danger through which he had
and could only appease his anger by con-
tinuing to maul the bear over the head

with nm camp Kettle for several minutes

sl grizly is one of the
most valuable trophies a xpcmm can
obtain on any field, and its and
e, danger and excilement attending the
taking of it, the courage it bespeaks, ren-
der it @ prize of which the winner may
gl foo proud for

o best localities in which to hunt the
gnnly bear—that is, those most accessible
and in which he is the most numerous—
aro the B hoshono, Wind River,

ime.

Northern Pacific road.

The best time of year to huat for m..
s el a9 all the other
game i s
Bontia ot Sqnm. . Ostabee, and N
vember, though in the latter month the
sportsmanshould not venture high up
into the mountains where heavy snow-




)

falls occur. There is a great deal of this
class of hunting done in tho summer
‘months, but it is contrary to the laws uf
nature, and should not be indulged in by

any trussportinan,  The, skins are neac.
Jy woethlom then, while in the satzmn
they are the heat is pesiive
Snd the Hies And mosuitows ‘re great

for this class of
calibre,

lar

powdee and & sold bullst, The
chester Express, §§, with its new soli
ball, is perhaps the best in the market,
all things considered. There are several
methods of hunting him, the most com-

mon bei ill an elk, and then wateh
the ca Shots may frequently be ob-

tained in this way early in the morning
or late in the evening, and on bright

moonlight nights it in ot to swatoh all
r the immenso size of the grizzly
iy it casy target at short rango
even by moonlight. Another method is
to still-hunt him, the same as is done with
door. Thisis prlape the most sportaman-
Tike of all, and if a coulee or creek bott
be selootod where there aro plenty of ber
ries, or an open, hilly, rocky ‘country
where the bears are in the habit of hunting
for worms, or any good feeding ground
where bear signs are plentiful, and due
cars und eastion bo sxercised, thers s ax
d o chianco of suceess as by any other
method. Many hunters set guns with a
cord running from the trigger to a bait of

g
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fresh meat, and the muzzle of the gun
pointing at the meat; others set large
stecl-traps or dead-falls. = But such con-
trivances are never used by true sports-

Game of any kind should always be
pursued in a fair, manly manner, and
ivon duo chianeo fo presrve it Ifo it it
is siilful enough to do so. - If captared,
1t 1t bo by th superior skil, sgacity, oF
enduranos of the sportman, “not by traps
1 close on it as it innocently and un-
Suspectingly soo

Grizaly bear hunting is unquestionably
the grandest sport that. our continent can
sffond, The griny isthecoly rally dan-
gerous game wo have, and the decided]
Basardous charastar of the sport is what
gives it its greatest zost, and renders it
the most fascinating of pursuits. Many
sporiemen proolaim ihe superiorty of
their favorite pastime over all other kinds,
be it quail, j;rmm‘ or duck shooting, for

talking, or what not; and
arm, more o less intense,

ccording Lo its nature; but no man ever
£81 hia héart awell with pride, his nerves
tingle with animation, his wholo system

Sy oh the bagging of suy bicd or snall
animal, as does the man who stands over
1

the prostrate form of a monster grizaly
that he has slain. Let the devotee of theso
other classes of sport b hunting,
and when he hus bagged his first grizaly,
then let him talk!




