SHOOTING WITH THE KING
AT SANDRINGHAM

By A ONE-TIME GUEST
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for it is in the shoorng seson dhat Sand-
ringham is most largel by its owners,

Asriving at Wolferton, where guests for
Sandringham alght, carting
wagons are found M
7 sl yom are diven rpidy up 0 the
gates of the Kings private estate.
by footmen, outer “r.lp« Sl v i
removed, and you are ushered into a spacious
hall, or saloon, where you are received with
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all in one extensive panorama, with an unin-
termupted outlook over the North Sea
Norfolk has always been noted for its
e preseves, and the King has done
foich Fox the promation of sport in the
county. His Majesty is the keenest of
sportsmen; his preserves are his great hobby,
and ong the finest and best stocked
in the kingdom. Facts and figures prove
this; for the ten years ending in 1888, the
bag ran from 6,831 head to 8,640 per an-
num, and since 1888 the bags have run from

The King's Gunroom st Singharn.

the distinguished grace and courtesy for
which the royal host and hostess are so
justly celebrated. The drive from Wolfer-
ton has been an inspiring one. Rabbits, in
hundreds, are popping hither and thither;
pheasants are flying over your head; squir-
rels are scampering up and down the trees,
and there are sounds of many feathery

sters in the branches. You catch the distant
murmur of the sea, and you seem to get the
beauty of the Htgl\l\mh the g of
the sea, and the very pi ish scenery,

10,000 during that year to 20,000, of which
not less than two-thirds are pheasants. The
King never allows more than ten people to
shoot at one time at Sandringham, and the
game book, an accurate record of all that
is done, shows some remarkable bags. On
the coming of age of the late Duke of Clar-
ence the bag for three days was within 150
head of 6,000, The party consisted of His
Majesty, then Prince of Wales, the late
Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Christian, the
Duke of Cambridge, the late Duke of Clar-
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ence, the Duke of York, the late Prince Ed-

d of Saxe-Weimar, the late Prince of
Leiningen,th o Count Glechen,and the
Marquis of Lome, now the Duke of Argyll,
and it 2 singulr fct tha of the pary
of te its_members, four of them
younges than His Majesty, have died.

ing is an carly riscr, and usually

has a half day's work done before his guests
are served with their first cup of tea. The
regular_breakfast hour at Sandringham is
9:30, The meal is served on round tables,
set for parties of six or seven. Neither the
King nor any of the royal family take break-
fast downstairs, but are served in their own
woms.

“The Kig Usnaly Wl From Covr to Coves,

Shooting at Sandringham usually com-
mences at ten in the morming and ends at
four o'dack, sad the King, sithough he
possesses a shooting pony, rarcly uses him,

and almost invariably walks with his guests
for the greater part of the day, though this
scason, because of his recent lllneu erhaps,
he has ridden more than usual. The as-
salog boue 1wl he gt bafos,
the party s at the spot, ready and awaiting
the ‘Kinge el 3¢ the appoated as
There is no formality in reaching the rendez-
vous; some walk, others ride in jaunting
cars or country carts.  The King is a genial
host among his sporting guests, and occa-
sionally relieves the tedium of  long “wait”
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in the covers by some good-natured jokes.
Seated on his ihmung-nne{ sehich is fived

ers, Iooking picturesque i their blue blouses
and low felt hats trimmed with royal scarkt,
nd armed with fomidable Tooking quarter-
staff.In Wolferton woods, about two miles
froem Bancringhae Hoce, the e shoot-
ing i done, and the King s pever bappie
chan when he bas donned his rweeds, an

ch ifl in hand, is managing the shnonng

o Sometoe e i Shocing oy

affairs, For, being a keen sportsman, he
takes the shooting management mainly
his own hands, and it would be
find a better day’s sport than is amanged
for upon the Sandringham pheasant estate,
where partridge, woodcock, snipe, and sea”
fowl abound. Though the King shoots regu-
by ot otcon, B hcntiog ey im
quite important af only
4 fow, ducing the semon, There s, guc
exally, big shoots on the King's and Queen's
birthdays, both of which are at the height
of the shooting scason, and during the
Christmas holidays, when the pary ahvays
includes four or five expert shots.  The day
before a big shoot, notice is sent over the
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estate, and all work is stopped. On the morn-
ing of the day itsclf
at a standstill

farm machinery is
s the King will ot alow he
y cept-

e e e
them in toward the guns. Soon after day-
light, farmhands with blue and red flags,
wearing smocks and red bands round their
hats, are taken to their places by the keep-
ers, 'and the head gamekeeper rides over
the ground to sce that they are properly
posted. Game carts are sent to the places
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ers’ luncheon tent with their presence
Luncheon, which is always hor, and always
of plin and,simple di

184 Yodahire pnddmL o boled bec
batter pudding, the Queen and the other
ladies generally walk the remaining hours
of dalight with the guns.

The spor for lunche ccordin
to the arrangements m\J( Breu ;l\.,m...,,
If the rabbit warrens are gone over it is
served in the rooms which the King added

NI
“The Prince of Wles Ready for the Bk,

where the firing is likely to be the hottest,
and, when all is ready, the vehicles canying
the King and his guests arrive. e
in the party works with two loaders and
fiom two to four guns. The sight, when
the birds rise just
markable one, and c
that are as carcfully preserved as is that of
1t Kiage Oitls bl dimoting ey,
November and December, the men. the
Princess of Wales, the Princesses, and

other lady visitor invariably grace the shoot-

to, Wolfron station when e ws Prince
Oceasionally the King and his

pary Jseh o cne of the farshonsss oa the
g previously been sent of

oming; but the favorite mid-day halt-
The Folly, a quaint little
small plantation over-
When the weather is
fine, and no building is within casy reach, a
tent is erected, and the lunch sent from the
“house” is Imd on_the improvised tables.
The *big at Sandringham, especially
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when they are for the anteminment of
yalty, are pictures Here and
. through, e w3 g foliage,

are 4 hundred beaters, quainty_costu

in blue blouses with white lace fronts, an

sof fee o cncinled by red or blue bands

cach one showing his number on his chest;

behind the g\uu oo sy villagen, keen

way. There, la
e Kaiser, austere and autocratic, yet jolly
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‘The King objects strenuously to having
it said that he delights in the number of
bisds be shoon. In fct, he taes but &

rtin the big shoots at Sandring-
o el of Wales, as keen

2 sporiman as his Biter, abeas ks the
o plces i the shooting line, and i£a
oest emarks upon the fact the
generally, that P snor o guting oo
o, b the King e oty il

Majesty is very strict about the wounded
birds being immediately put out of their

as a lad out of school, in plain Norfolk
dress himself, but followed by two loaders
and a beater in_gold-laced i

—as he s one of the surest
There also, a few days later, came the King
of Portugal, abways smoking pipe o cigar,
with gun in cither hand, o both, for he s
mbidesterous markoman who ncver
misses. ce of Wales shoots su-
K:rbly, aad s ‘ceuiited with Wlling alne

race of fore luncheon, as rare
as it must be a rapid performance.

misery by the keepers, and never likes to
sce one of his cherished breed of golden
heasants among the killed. For the King
self, a stroll through the coverts, at-
tended by his loader and his old and tisted
Kecper, wit his oot et a i ek,
ys a greater pleasure than the big"

gt oy ecardnd s the Secdinghers gam

"The King's passion for sport dates from
his childhood, when he accompanicd his
father, the Prince Consort, decr-stalking.
Among his other expeditions have been the
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shooting of crocodiles on the Nile and tigers
in India. He has pursued the wild boar
with the Emperor of Germany and the late
Duke of Coburg in the immense forests of
Central Europe, and deer, chamois, and
game of all kinds on Baron Hirsch's enor-
mous estates in Hungary. He has had his
share of exciting adventures, too. He was
once completely knocked over by a stag—

he and his horse—while attending a deer

hunt as the guest of the late Em,m-or Louis

Napoleon. He was in repeated jeopardy
India. There

while on his memorable tour in

yal party
aton clephants, v i
of the “man-caters” faling to the rifle

ing deer with his i S thes,
at the age of fifteen, he was accounted the
best shot n b fam two roms
at Sandring] h all the King's guests
bbbt ol particular
delight in showing to his sporting friends.

. save that of the.
, and there
the result of the day's shooting is always lid
out for inspection beforc it is consigned to
the game ider

reseats a wonderful sight at
the cnd of a thooting pary, whea t s well
filled with pl

tthed to charitable institutions, to_em-
ployees on the royal estate, to the different
uscholds, to the rich, and o the poor,
aeighborsofth King. No'one s fororcn,
b o gl head i sold.
ng's g\mmnmualuge, bnghr. airy
stmcat, iinocomd, s cootlsing 8 v
e of e with gl doors, ranged along
the walls, in which are guns forming one of
the finst private colletions in the workd
same larder

gunroom,
and here the weapons, brought in s rhz
day's shooting, are cleancd and polish

The gunroom tsclf s reached by a flight o
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stairs, and here the King keeps his shooting
treasures. Afier constant use during a sea-
son's shooting he sends them back to his gun-
maker for a thorough examination and over-
hauling. OF course, the case is rare where
any one invited *to' shoot" at Sandringham

with him, but in

in the in-cases some-
thing wil bo found to vuit e most -
ous. The cases contain all the best known
makes of shotguns, and there is alo 4
specimen of the American repeating shot-
gun, which, howeres, b docs not se muc
as practise is needed to handlc it to advan-
tage, and his keepers are always behind him
il the resdy-loaded second guos. This
Vo i of s v pistols is 2 marvel-
ously complete one, comprising American
and various makes of English express rifles,
mostly of 500 and 450 calibers. One of the
most vlued pieces i 2’ double|
hammer rifle, a gi ictoria,
bearing the date Decermber 24, 1867. Close
to it is what will one day become an histori-
sion, a 24-bore muzzle-

rmitted to shoor g
Leopold of Belgium is a double-barrel,
smooth-bore shotgun made at Ghent, which
is 2 marvel of fancy carving and metal
work. The comb of the s rock s 42 cgl’s
head, and on the face n! the stock are several

characteristic sporting in bas-relief.
“The siveckmith hes e th wigger-guard

und coursing with its
long, lean body extended, the lock-plates arc
constructed to look like silver geese; the

most use are those that a

we the least orna-
shorguns g0 i st of thes

nted. The shot
iy Saadbemad Buie
evidently specially made. for ng. Kiog
Edward usually nelzdx,lﬁ)‘: bis cwn e, 2
n with an exceedi

Hehe crgger, T o of the i pistol
stock, and the left barrel s choked raher
more than s usual.




