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MOOSE HUNTING.
BY HENKY P WELLS,

1Tm=m from pictorial repmgn"lm.iun.

from Maine is the backbone,
1y to that

re-
ol lpeclmenl sbounding i our mu-
ro familiar with

thick horizontal neck, rende;
proportioned by its heavy coating of hair,
the long wattle which hangs like an old-
{ashioned purso from underneaths the -
glos jaw, the shovellike antlers,

mako the mooso porhaps the most il o

vored of four-footed beasts.  There

view it with the eye of the el

an article not technical in its character
would be merely a work of supereroga-

tion.

While its best friends can but admit
and, doploro the utler abienco of grace
in its form and motion, they
in aud laim for i the buul.y of willty

legree so pre-eminent as to sink all
defects into cumpnr-hvn insignificance.
Sometimes attaining a height of nearly
seven feet at the fore-shoulder, and a
weight of fourteen hundred pounds, no
one can find fault with the quantity of
food it may supply, while an attempt to
compare the quality of this with that of
any other four-fooed ereature, excopt to
the disparagement of the latter, will but
clicit  smile of mingled pity and con-
tempt from those whose good fortune it
has been to encounter and overcoms it in
it nativo wilds,

11, the: w it with the hunter's
aye, it lnu-l. m; be forgotten that ﬁluugh
all simals whororar found,

s samped upor s upwla
57 the hand of Nature, they
some individuality of character, as well as
adaptability to the surroundings in which
they may be placed. Whenever, there-
fore, the habits or pursuit of any animal
aro under discusion, it would seem wise
to restrict it to sor
for though the m.m dor

very'hen alike, still the details

tharofors, slsol the wilderness of
g

i
Nn only. du- the quantity and qu-hly

of the food it affords endear the

%o the hunter, but that ungainly ond §

stuffed full of os prodigious
o ST ol ke B e

of an ocean steamer, to catch the lvthn

breath of the fickle wind, and to appro

hend and determ

est sound which may be borne upon it.

Though its eyesight is by no means of

the keencst, its preposterous nose is acute

comparison o detect the least
taint in the air, and to gwe warning that
it would
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ed, the animal steals away, even over the
most encu round, with  stillness
Titl short of miraculous. Nt tho rusle
a branch or the eracking of the small-
ut twig attends its departure. Were it
not that the departing track betrays the
teuth, it might well be thought it had van-
ished into thin air, and that the hunter
had mlly purlllu] a fiction of his own
imaginat
But i thesenso of smell gives warning,
pnrl.mullrly if the taint is that of man,
‘procaution is thrown o the winde,
Thome long, ungainly legs are then in-
stantly galvanized into an awkward
shambling trot, and crashing through the
forest with a noise like a railroad train
off the track, the startled animal fairly
devours space with the speed of its flight.
And the exhausted hunter who has fol-
lowed the track hour after hour, perhaps
even day after day, with every senso on
the alert, shrinking from 10 parional ef
rt or discomfort that every poullbln pee-
ekl .y be taken, izes at once
the signs that proclaim defeat to e
eye; and in such terms as he deoms
appropriate to the occasion bewails that
when hope had almost become fruition
he stopped on that fatal twig, or allowed
the stock of his rifle to rasp against that
bush; or anathematizes the fickle
which eddied a o inopportune s moment,
and in a direction so fatal to his hoj
n still hunting, of the nature of which
the foregoing will give soms intimation,

We.
which the boundary

game
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before it suspects his presence. The re- ers are numerous. Other openings in the

ion under consideration consiss of ane endless forest are, however,
forast-covered mountains, inter-  rare, and when they ocour, usually take

||)ermd with valleys, also heavily timber- the form of alder swa

4 whidh ‘ocudus the drainage of fhe lation 1 sven deaser aud soncesiment

country to the ocean. The annual rain- more perfect than in_the forest itself.

fall is great, and so ponds, Inkes, and riv- Therefore, until the November storms
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havo tripped all deciduous trses of thair
leaves and cushioned the ground with
progress of the hunter through

lnoW. the pr
@ woods s necessarily 5o slow and noisy,
and the range of his vision is so limi

it this form of hunting affords little o
1o hope of success.
Presuming the reader to be one by
hom, except when undr (o pressursof
absolute necessity,  cow moose or her
“alves would be wnmaleslod, 1o v tura
our aitechion ta the balleibe oaly I
gitimate object of the hunter's ambition.
The velvet is rubbed from its horns, and
they are hard and well polished, by the
1st of September; and since at no scason
is it in such perfect physical condition,
let us then begin our hunt.
Unnnmchve as is the personal appear-
of & bull mooss, his morsl natire
i0d dinposltion ars reputable.
Soltary and alane, with ke big ears 90

like the lplnnnkcr of a racing cutter, and

his by de-

latter, every resource of
voted. He is the embodim
and undiluted selfishness.

if not embodying it in words, still with
the fixed intention of carrying out in
practice the precepts of that immoral

" “We won't go home till morning.”
Ho profers to adhere to one locality, un-
for bis own per-

these, either where the long grass grow-
ing from tho bottom of the stream waves
with the current, or where the yellow wa-
terlily dots the surface of some forest
pond, he is bound. The bunter is also
well informed as o the local topography ;
and judging about where moose would
most likely to spend the day, and know-
ing wat ing stream or pond is
st accessible from that direction, he
There sccks hia gazat
Should the moon be ator near the full,
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e cruises the stream in his canoe, moving
noiselessly in the shadow of the over-
hanging bushes, and stopping frequently
to listen; for from the sense of hearing
alone does he expect the first intiation

and a small one, ho mng. his ca-
some part of the wh
the wind will o avorable und whm con-
cealment is possible, and there
after o, 'h\lggmg 'the delnaire phan
the perfect silence un-
broken, excopt by the b beating of his own
heart when Lo hears, or fancies he hears,
the tread of some heavy animal. Amid
the thousand imaginary noises which
hin ears so long, was that
of some branch or twig t
Yoo, ot thare Gomaes the sound s, this
time clear, sharp, and unmistakal De-
liberataly, wih frsquent pautes of reatar
or less duration, some animal is approach-
ing with Tong low sirides,  Will ho take

5

of which the moonlight penetrates not
. Nearerand mokrSe it
of silen

bable,
ihia:forsy foo of the ambosh,
leaf Tringing the wood shines like silver
in the moonlight but beyond all it Egyp-

tian darkness. In vain does the hunter,
with rifle on the full cock, strain every
sense o localize the animal. The tension
of his nerves is far tto determine
within twenty feet where the sound really
v

n
Tl i, ha llows the
game to depart as it came, unmoles!

uch is the result of this form of hunt-
ag. a4 Jonst, mina, oes, oub GF e and
as it grows toward dawn the hunter re-
turns to camp, tired and disgusted clear
throug]

Whethor this or indeed any other

mothed of moose hunling is contem:
wado far from (he hunt-

hen no fire is built after noon, nor is
a blow struck with the axe.
approached at a right angle, and far
from where the game is likely to appear;
fora fence forty feet high would not more
surely bar the way of & moose than the
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footsteps of & man tracking the margin of
the hunting ground.
It hn mdy been mummd n..z the.
scek his food w o yel-
Tow water iy is found. et
e, he loaves nor tho blossoms which are
sought, but the roots. These extend in o
Torfoctnotwork through themud in which
shey grow, attaining  thicknoss excool-
ingg & man’s arm, and an indefinite length.
Tn color they are  palo greenish or yel-
Jowish white, smooth on the exterior, ex-
cept for a number of eyes like those on a
pineapple, somewhat elastic to the touch,
and plthy within. Thers s no disputing

ut asies, nd consoquently wo will not
anucwn the

oose for being 50
Bul to the human pllnm

ing wronchod  chunl of greatr of les
length from its bed, he withdraws his
hoad, and dripping water from each of
tho numerous angles which charaoterizo
his ugly phyllognomy. e stands the
Tajoyment, chewing

oot wile the
athoraticks ot of bis mouth 3

ek i in the middle of this per-

formance is ths constant burden. o the
hunter's pray

‘Should the might promise to bo stil,
rarm,and dork,the hunter scours tho ro-
flector of his jack hines like
e beathas o i wineu i glams
lons until it is speckless. The lamp with-

faintest glimmer can escapo until its aid
is required, and a hinged cover, which
caps the glass, is dropped.

For though a deer will almost always
tempt fate by standing stock-still, gaping
at a light like a backwoodsman in a city.

o moose is o wuch fool, 11 e ns uny
curiosity, he recognizes the great general
principle that there ummc (m- all things,
and that the time to unus
phenomenon comes outy ot 1 i b
taken himself to cover.

In this, s in most other forms of moose
Tunting, two form the company—one to

o the work, while the other takes in the
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Atartho jace has been it some twenty
nutes, so that the maximum of light
pomible without amoke s assured, the pair
betake themselves to the canoe. Blank-
¢la aro sproad an the bottom of the boat
n any motion of the feet.
who is to shoot seats himself in the bow,

g

directly n tho contre of illumination.

nd Thus both sights of the rile aro perfectly

stle and tho diflelty it no longer to
accuracy, but only to obtain
a umc-uuuy distinet view of the object

o thi i complets, tho othe takes
his place in u.-  slarn, fods his ket
over his lap, and graap ing his paddle,
pushes o bank. | Tho juck is ther
closed, - complete darkness and silence
ollow.

As noiseless as the shadow of a cloud,
the canoo steals along, and hour after
hour .n‘mupmm relying solely on the

q

sense of rain every nerve to de-
tect an_indication of the near neighbor-
Foor ot e lhey sock.

1t s ot s0 hard on the paddlor,
the exercise keeps his blood in circul
and bis nerves in some sort of cm.amou.
But the man
oot and paine deciaro thomeelves in ¥
sorts of places, together with the most in-
sano desire to cough, or snecze, or blow
i mose, o do something else equally n-
opportune,  El atrains his ears ll they
almost crack; he thinks he hears all kinds
his confidence in his abil-
s real from tho fna-
ginar, eatroyed.
but m luﬂeru in ulonee, e Patiant

Should a sound be heard near, but not
on or in the stream, the canoe pauses,
and minuto drags after minute; perhaps
even an hour is without sound or

‘motion, until is cortain that it was a
falso alarm, or that tho animal Tus bo-
taken itself elses

'A% 1aat, whon endaraos sesms no long-
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& ponitl, thiough thie midiight air
—slosh,

The

hmo the size of a lemon, and flies into
roat, where it keeps up such a

thlmpmx ‘that n seams impossible the

noise should escape the quick car of the

game, With the ulmoﬁt caution the rifle
& brought to the full cock, and the loft
hand freed, ready to open the jack at the
preconcorted sigual, ‘which it i the duty
of the pnddl-r 1o git

Eve o and pain s at on
ten in the .u absorbing quutmn. Wil ho
remain in Ihe water, or take o the bank,
s s the o, amps
For he  beyond the range of tho
Jack, and not Gl it will surely show him
up must it be opened. 1f the motion of
the canoe was slow before, it seems doubly
50 now, and minute after minute, cach ap-
parently an hour, drags on, and stil the
noise, rej 3 murvnln, seems no

‘Are his suspics , an

e rotreating ! Thie and & thousan
other thoughts alternately chill the hunt-
er's heart with fear or fire it with hoj

‘At length, after a seemingly endless do-
lay, comes the sigual to open the juck,

Ad
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inspiration. " It is well, The shot was &
little too far back, but it was pretty well
aced, all the same. Now withdraw with
the tiliness of dsath iself, and ot ua
at least half & mile intervenes whisper o
your mion, * Well, I guess that's
Jur moat; what do you think "
or if from any act of yours he discov-
ors what has hurt him, particularly if you
attempt to Jand, he will cither attack at
once, in which case you will be in desper-
ate peril, or he will travel till he drops,
rhaps miles and miles away, and the
foxes und other marauders of the forest
alone will proft by biadah,  Whereu
if you leave him to attribute his distress
fo'a atroko of hghunn[ or a fit of indi-
gestion, or to uso other than the
agency of man, you o wil find him in the
morning, if not Iying dead whero you last
heard him, at -II events so enfeebled that
you may sl bk him wih theourainty

E‘.

That the hero of the dime novl,wh
bullet never deviates from i
by the thousandth part S baieebreadin,
always aims e fore-shoulder, is
ok Tongotion, - SHl, notwithstaading the
pain inseparable from a difference with
an _authority so far superior to any the
wwriter has ever met, ho cannot help think-

ing this a mistaken practice on the part

sl , and monstron his eyes glaring of that hero. It is no better than a lung
green in the light, with the shot, seldom i
B temon, T will stay but for  tec.

ond, and only o deckle which way lo ro
Raise the rifle slowly, but lose no
time. Draw s carelul a bead as though
ouing ot twornch bl veye an
itto ¥ hrough—not behind—the
iSdharof e forealiouler.  For 4 sec-
ond the smoke obscures the result. 1 ho
down or upt In either case, dose him
again if you can; but if you canuot, close
the jack at once. Now is no time o ask
your compan you think I hit him
1t you were silent before, be doubly so
nov, and listen
tear through the woods as though he had
gone nto m. kindling-wood business and
a winter's stock, and do
raahing .na smashing un-
the distant

neighboring woods? There ho is! You
can hear him breathe, and wheeze at every

Does he burst into and  in

ultimalely atal. o esch tho heart e
ball must be driven through the centro of
the foresbouldor, and somewhors about
ten mh. alove tho bottom line of tha
i actory result, a
whd bl lmpellad bl plnnly of powder is
have known & moose to bo
hllod iTled with a 83 alibre bullet as well as &
38, both from rim-fire cartridges, and a 44
bullet from a Ballard carbine, driven by
only twenty-cight graius of powder,
clean through the animal, cutting ¢
. But, notwithstand-

my convicti
it should shoot, only at the short
distances customary in night hunting, T
should use & ten-gauge cylinder-bos

shot-gun, and a hardened round ball bo-

ions, and wi

fore six drams of the best pos

" head shiot & always & poor shok, for
the brain lioe far bagk. - 1¢ ho animal ia
facing the hunter, the nose is so
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forward as almost to
"Then whero the neck joinsthe body is he
suret place, o Tl into th neck doing

sk tbesdiits ok ight in the

o death, but it is a
where the light is uncer
and not to be recommended. Through
about five or six inches below
upper edge and a little back of the
Thead, will drop a moose as though-he was

over the vital point.

struck by lightni
give a singlo kic
like a wet rag. 1t is more instantancous
1 through tho middls of the
if the hunter is sure he
can do i, is the best o all s But the
TeRieiaris to e shooting are not
conducive to accurato marksmanship, so
perhaps tho centre of the fore shoulder, or
the root of the neck, according to the po-
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sition of the animal, is the surest shot, all
things considered.

Eight or tan inclios back of the fore
shoulder mach shot, and but little
further I»ek Sl will pansiras the bow.
ost always and the
ariably a mortal wound. But
meither will stop the safmal o knock him
off his o mimal so wounded
should never be disturbed unless in an
open country and in broad daylight. He
will then go but a short distance before
o lis down, never to ise gain. Butif
once started, he will either attack or tray-
el till overiaken by the very pangs of
death itself.

Noris his attack to be despised. Though
he may not look it, he is really as quick
a cat, It must indeed be a cool hand
which, dosite the rapdity of bs move:
me the brevity of the interval
ithin which this is pactiable, can drop
hi is 0o late. The hunter
ousk ciooss sk oios whether e wil ey
on the rifle or on his logs: no middle
course will serve. If on the latter, he
must, stick to the friendly protection of
the treo trunks. Then he will find that
the animal, at this season of the year, will
display o st disgusting portinacity, nd
cad him a dance that will tax every
Also

umlo 1o its utmost. it is either

the moosetouches i bt one, his time
"The 15th of Septembor is past, and.the
harvest-moon shines like polished silver
in the ovening sky.
ho would wait upon the uncertain
volition of the game, when an invitation
can be issued that will charm him to
throw every other plan to the winds, and
hasten to his fate ?
Those who have studied moose talk, at

times almost believe it to be a mgulnr bi

Imlgul‘(u. replete with moods, tenses,
cams, b partiolarly with o
il ‘mysterious yel omnipotent
grammatical power, which shake up and
just all the component parts of a
sentence with the efficiency of a lottery
Wheel.

As yet no. Ollendort! of this form of
speech has arisen.  Hopeless as seems the
task, yet an effort will be made to give
what m.gm at least mvn for a preface to
a treatiso on this dialec
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The first requisite is some means to
modify the lmmln voico to the correct

timbre, as the os call it
this purpose a hnrn of

form of a speaking o1
moutlpiece, i usually empluyed. Un-
Jess in an emergency, the best procedure

is to fashion a cone of wood about twen-
ty-two inches long, and four and a half
inches in diameter at the base. The apex
is then cut off where the cone is about
one inch, through. _Around thix form
Sound white birch bark, Arataoa

fect flexibility in warm water, i uwnpped

sets. It is then removed, an
1y fastened by sewing with a brad-awl and
tvine, the ends squared o, und set wsido

until perfectly dry. Not every specimen
of bireh bark will give the proper ¥
and artists in moose calling are as parti
ular in respect to their instrument as &
violinist is as to his.

Moose lan; compound of sighs,
grunts, groans, howls, and roars, running
from one into the other, and so varying in
order that, like the gender in Germln. it

es generalization, and can
acquired by pure effort of mumory 7 1o
grunt when you ought to howl, or to dis-
place the natural order and permit the
recede tho groan when it should
have followed, is fatal.

To call & moose up to within thirty or
forty yards, if he can approach so near
under cover, is not difficult, and many
solecisms of grammar may bo committed
without affecting that result. But he an-
swers the call with his ungainly
full of suspicion, and then o coax him

th
Reh-bark hora against the neighboring
branches like & bull moose polishing his
antlers, oven giving the bully challengs
1 these and many other
demonsizations, sach 1a i1 proper order,
and with the proper tinge of pathos (an

ing, howling, rouring, raspin

essential quality of some of groan),

not 0o loud, yet still loud enough, and

notwo of the same loudness—an

out the slightest accent w!

tray tat tho sound was forign (o the lipe
utter it—all these to be alternated

the proper intervals of silence, make
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this an art not to be fully mastered with-
out time, patient study, and considerable
‘natural aptitude.

To describe any sound so as to convey
a clear idea of its nature to one who has
mover hear the liko is almost impostble
‘We will, however, endeavor to
the eall, which may be coulldared lla
primer part of moose talk, omitting the
rest as altogether hopeless.

The sound is made m the hunter's
throat, and when it is begun, and when
its character is not modified by the horn,
it sounds as though a forsignor wero
g out the It requi
Tungs,for the call s long drawn.

ually into a rour and a

ingle short, sharp

und, not unlike a dog’s bark, but singu-
larly feeble for so large an animal; or he
may say nothing. In any event, he will
com traight as the crow flies, to the
spot from whence the call issued. ~ How-
ever dark the woods, he never seoms to
lose his reckoning. 1f his practised ear
detect nothing amiss in the call, ho will
probably come crashing through the woods
without thought of concealment. But if
‘his suspicions are aroused, no sound will
indicate his approach until he is within
a fow feet of the hunter. If he has the
folly and ardor of youth, and the call has
been all xight, e will boune right out of
the open without a mo-
if experienced, he

» hesitatos to leave cover, crui
up and down-within the edge of he for:

the call came, stamping and pawing up
the earih, a1 swinging his hage heat
from side to side, while he snuffs the air
in the futile endeavor o ascertain what
has become of the siren whose honeyed
voice so recently called him to her side.
borne in mi

of the woods the keenest eyo unnnl so0
him, nor the mort e ear Joate him

sufficient accuracy to uwh' a shot,
70 matlar how mush noiso ho may mak
He must be in come. o\n ml.o the
open, or the result wil be abort

o whamos
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s useless to continue this de-
mnplmn nm\m Every approach has
something peculiar to itself. It is the of-
fice of m- artist who bears the homn o
judge of the humor of the animal from
his conduet, and to decide whether a sigh,
runt, a groan, a howl, a roar, or any
mixture of these sounds, or any other
domonstration, or absolute silence, will
t serve to seduce him from the shelter
of the forest where h
open ground where he is 1
the issue decided at once, while it may
bo protracted, the animal advaucing, hes-
itating, and retreating but to advance
aguin, perhupsfor an hour or more, hope
and fear alternating in the e
the hunter's min and un-
geasingly a3 the cuellations ofthe ‘pendu-
lum of a e
Binos o first gray of the morning we
ked our heavy packs through the
tracklom foresa of Canada, until in the
twilight we approach one of the compar-
ativaly fow spots n that wildernom it
bie for moose calling. A timber-covered
B adheis S e o 5 g, e
with moss, open except for a few islands
of stunted spruce and tamarack trees.

®
=

The forest forms one and a pond of some
size the other margin of this bog.
All day we have examined tho sky at

it. A cold and hasty suppe:

and taling our biankets, fhe | i mn.l

the rifle, we .

portaad Saft or tn sy oibec way pomible

to avoid tracking its margin), to a clump

of trees on the bog near the water, in the

immedinto viinity of which thers is no

other th special care w

o 1t that sur m.l % toe pland counot bs
proached at suy point, by anyiling,

pmng it to view.
mgm has fallen, though the full-moon
lights up every objeet in the open so that
it seems almost as bright as day. The
caller takes his horn, and applying it to
his lips, silently breathes through it a few
times to dampen its interior, on the same

urs wa-
to facilitate the pro-
Ho then inflates his

the horn to his lips, its mouth pointing
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directly to the ground. A weird, unearth-

Iy sound rises on the still mghl air,

not loud at first, but gradually gaining
aradely eunl

and rising in pitch, it at lst
sway in o sirain so wild, so plain.

ive, it would alme ‘move of
slone. During m".n which may have
thirty scoonds, the

1 protract
mouth of fhe hom has geadually
soribed a igurs wm:nung like the num-
o air, the highest_elevation
mmmdmg with the middla o the oree
and vement is comple
it oo ot of me horn again potnt-
ing nearly at the ground.
Thofollowing Ssteation will perhape
give ea of this thi
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first offort in this respect, as it should in
loudness.
Another_pause, bricfer than before,
and again it breaks the oppressive still:
e of the night. It starts with every
accent of impatience, and us loud as is
th an increase of force at
The intensity of the tone is
varied, as is the motion of the horn, un-
i, with ts mouth pointed diretly af the
e call ends in a wild roar de-
hvend wn.h AL the power of the caller's
lungs, terminating in silence as abruptly
s possiblo when at tho very loudest.
jety, impatience, and_terror strug-
gln lon.hnmuurym this call. Then,for
thrsoquartar of an bour by 4
nth ,udx«i

clearer i an any mere
o s clln; sad b tho mouth of the horn
pointing to the ground; the arrows show
Te direstion of the motion.

X MOYEMENT OF TIE HORX IX THE MOOSE CALL.

The head of the caller conforms to
the movement by bending the neck, and
the result is a peculiar quavering inflec-
tion, difficult to obtain otherwise, and
essential to 3

A pause of two or threo seconds, and
again the cry rings i

ing, and dying away again as befo

Tnto this call all the pathos and longing
wown of which the c-ller is

master—at all events it must ex

‘without that useful mom(or, o  sound
must be made.
o muhr misiako i poml than to
too frequently. Few, if any, ca
oitatost throughout with absolute fault
lessness; and if so protracted an effort
submitted 1o the more than acute criti-
cism of a moose at close quarters, he may
regard it as a warning to bo gone rath-
er than an invitation o come. There-
fore full three-quarters of an hour is usu-
ally allowed as sufficient to enable any

strictly to their cars and nothing clso.
No smoking, no conversation, no moving
about—nothing but listening with the ut-
moat nensity. night, and
& good horn and man w se it, the
call may bo distinguished by the quu:k
car of a moose at a_distance of perha)
two miles ormore. His reply, if he m.n
any, is far t00 feeble to be heard or
Quater of that distance.  That the caller
Nould T the spprosdh of the agtmal
5 thesarliot momant,that be may judge
of the temper he s in,
of coaxing he will be most .mun.mu ot
the tmont importazs
ften—yes, generally—even when the
night is suitable, nothing will be heard.

The call is then repeated a second time,
followsd by a soond walk,_ 1¢ thle faile, &
third trial m made, but it is advisa-

ble, if there is ...y other suitable place
‘within reach, to change the locality. If
none such is known, and the third call is
fruitless, the hunhr may concludo that
eithier 1o bu

staase, or f thore Ja, that o already
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and consequently
sl of the charmee, ohiarm
wisely.”

mn(-; us assume a case of better for-

Tow cold it is growing.

self into every crevice in his clothes
of the existence of
od beft Tt seoms to ¢

s bones. Ho has
7 ot ard b Kind of hins

Ho looks at his watch,
sure that the appointed time ally
clapsed, and n.“u that s hands ndiate
only What was that?

unt and

um its exac

followed by the breaking of twigs. At

a7

sound
the
of the
. perhaps
thirty ards v
ant, m.d a dead
PP il
animal moves, pavaiog ot
1

the

last
ase

gra i
the odgo of the fc
d

working ar
dFyessey

and nearer to the ambush,
xeitement is now at foves
it e the mext wep, i bri
0 the moonlight, he turns on his
fracks snd retraoee his path, halling at
als as before, and stamping

hing his antlers about among
the bushes, Ho is now further off than
when he first cam be he is
ving altogete

yhe

in; it ma

for the caller to show
ure now, for a mis-
o0se idiom,

take in oither

pronunciation will be fatal,

10 the hunter to remain as

Gl o jn ready to shoot, nd. not o fro
1

hin lips, o gives the bull'
oreal answers th call; and

iallenge. A
o1l prodeccs
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routed by jealousy, the moose rushes for
his supposed rival. The caller has taken
his new station so_that a straight line
fromthero o whoro ho supposes the moose
yill un over the open

hbeshiplioadti e Lo ittt
poses, without o thoupht other than to
routand di tluppmdmt der,
the sil fe dischargod, an dstaggoring for-
ward, he falls, shot through the hea

By the end of Novembarthe bis for-
sako the cows, and move for high land.
As the snows of winter deepen, their w
derings become more and more restricted,
and they locate on the north or north:

west faces of the highest mountains the

country affords, This s yarding.”

A moose yard is not, as is generally
supposed, a place where the snow is
den down as lovel and hard as 8 throeh-
ing-floor imply numbers of tracks
whndeciag hthor et thithen ot whote

ut a single animal has
yard apart from the cows, sometimes
alone, but usually in company. Hore
Lhuy xhibit some little sociability,
ing and lying down within heuul( dis-
tance of one another, and moving about
just as the same. numbu of persons would
be likely to do when gathering berrics.
When one locality is fod out, they grad-
ually wander off to fresh ground.

rust hunting s basod on fhis charac-

trod-

teristic.

Wero the selfishnoss of man influenced
a little more by regard for the future
rather than for the immediate prosent, this
form of hunting might have something
to commend it. The cows and young
yard by themselves, and their inferior

hown,the number killed dopending sol-
Iy on the ability of the hunter, unin-
flusnced by hia neccssitios or any ofher
considaration axoopt the fow dolars be
may be able to got for hide, Therefore
this form of huntin ally and prop-

iy probibited by Sawn sod to 1k ate. soun

than to any other ono cause, is duo the
sappoarance of thia animalfrom locali
{ics Whero it 0200 aboun

e bulls moose
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The hunter has located the yard for o
month or more; and when in Marh &
cold clear night promises n ho
Tollowing day, (6 time for et Lunling.

as come.

The snow has then settled by its own
weight until it is about five feet deep and
quite hard. A actual crust is quite un-
Zecomary Indoed,in thes woods it is
of rare gocurrnce, since the snow
great 16 from the direct
Tays o the sun by the density of the ev-

ergreen forest. per-
ficial light snow is also desirable, since it
cushlons the mow-ahoes, end thus favors

anc ince.
Belnra Tarbeak e hunter_clothes

outside. ““Mooso shanks” are m;
pecling the skin from the hind-legs o the
snimal, from sbout s nches above the
gambrel joint to a co below equal
£ tho Tongth of the hunter' oo, ~The
smallr end s then sewn up b0 form he
t0e; and thus & moose ing is
forined, of which the gambrel mn: s tho
Teel. No boots or shoes are worn while
saow-shosing,

At the ﬁnl gray of dawn he binds on
oes and slings his pack, in

his sno
which has bosa placed & feying pam, & tee
pail, a tin cup, knife, fork, and spoon,
His.

ﬁuur, pork tea, salt, and

nor a good-sized single- Hiaded facknite
which is the only hunting knife e ever
caries,

mere encumbrance, and the carrying of
one at any season in these woods, particu-
larly if large, is considored the badge of &
greenhorn.

Reaching the yard, he first circlos it
completely, to find the freshest tracks,
and thus Jocate the animals
as casy as it sounds, since the snow
back into and almost fills the track as
as made, so that thy all, of what-
ever age, look pretty much alike. Here,
in case of doubt, tho touch aids the vision,
the old snow being hard, and the fresh
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soft, the degree of induration indicating
‘when the surface was broken, ly the
time he hu completed the circuit Yo tiae
nlm m mind in what part of the

are, and goes directly for them,
l|.|“ ‘working on the freshest trail.

Tong before he is in sight or hearing
the moose have discovered his presence,
and aro off. The hunter continues on {ill
he finds where tllny have ceased wander-
ing about, and have moved away in a
straight line. At the first alarm each an-
imal looks out for itsown interests, so that,
though all take the samo general direc-
tion, they move in skirmishing order, ad-
I and crossing

10 face rising ground again as long as they
are

pressed.
They movo on a square trob aising
each leg clear of the snow at overy s
those in the rear stepping in the i)
their Jeader, s0 that it looks pretty mucl
the same whether there are half a dozen
animals or but on
The hunter i

after them at his best

vent them from stopping
ceives his first encouragement when he
sees where one or more of them have
snatched a mouthful of snow in their
course, They re beginning (o b heated
and distressed. Next it is voticed that
ho holss mad by the i

moro broken, and it i clear thoy are

lt Lhu mmnt Then h
Teader has slackened his pace, and another
from the rear has crowded by him, thus
showing for the moment two trails inst
of one.  Then tho tapsshorten, the mow
raped at every stride, tho mar)
requen,

is mor
of eating the smow become more
and the track begins to bear some
Hianco o trench. Before,they followed
a straight lino through thick ‘and_thin;
now, they deviate mmud u.e

gromthn, citler hoving to
etier travelling there, or for
mlmﬂmt Next the hunter notices flakes
o froth Ising on the snow, and the tril
k as though made by a

thicker  buck
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plough. AL st pecks of lood sppear
in tho'froh and the hunter knows the
run, and that soon he will
ume 'm' the first time, He come
Before, he has 'ollowcd
the trail; now, he edges off
gt

The game pause for a moment o study
their pursuer, their couts flecked with
foam, and their tongues hanging alm
el o i, s etk
exertion they have made. Then, spurred
T

race

seo his

in sight st It
se besid

est degree, o
with all the vigor that
But tho almost exhausted animale caunol
hold jore than a quarter of a
il ‘e outstd, Soon the hualer
close with them, again edging of o the
right.

wings toward the right, they
adgo off to the lot, always tring o keep
him behind. tehes tho course mado
ith care, and should 1t s0 change as
render it possible that they may gain umr
old trail, he drops behind and ra
onthe ofher ide, and tus drives thom i
the opposite direction. For the pursuer
is now almost as tired as the pursued, and
should the later once enter the beaten
track, encoura comparatively
mly analhm{ Ihoy w:ll find, they wilt
in_fresh vigor ﬂlll he can-
not hﬂld tlmm in sight for an instant.
They will go right back to and
throngh the yard, and off to & now local-
ity,and the lmnler may as well givo it up
lnr a hownmr is not likely
occur, unless \ e l reckoning of
l)le dlmllon ‘which the chm has taken.
h stage the effort of the hunter is
t a broadside shot, and after some
trials ho succeeds in reaching the desired

ust not Ippmldl 100 near—
r thirty yards.

of one of the animals begin to e
and curl 1ﬂrwlrd its ears to lie Itmghc
green and glassy.

its hind-legs like a pivot,

Woe betide the hunter if he trusts to
speed to escape. Even in that heavy snow
the moose, now goaded o absolute mad-
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2ews it forthe tng more than his ma
Nothing s o bo approl from his
e, bl fonfons ot
h tho quisknens of a prise ight:
ith the force of a slodge-ha
mer. Should he once strike th hunter
down, or should the latter trip and fall,
his friends, when they find him, will have

er and
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judy mu\Llu Lumugthlw not a second too
so0on, not. a adth too late—or he
will never hum ‘moose more.

The assault having failed, it is not re-
sumed, but this animal continues to re-
it in tho dircton o s beadod,wilh
joining the others. But e is now
bt i, Gt et the Doy

trouble 1o tell which was formerly the
head and which the heels of the mangled
mass that will remain.

1 ho has foolishly provoked the attack,
he stands his ground, facing the animal,
till ho is almost on him, and then spr
10 one side, and runs at his best pace
right angle to the direction of tho onset.
And it well behooves him to use good

lot, it is well to let him go, and make
after the others, which have kept right o
remaining, however, at a respectful d
tance hercafter.

But let us assume the hunter has had
his shot, and downed his animal. 1f he
s not a butcher he is satisfied, and allows
the rest to go without further molesta-
tion.




NARKA.

Without a moment's pause, the pers
ration dripping from overy pore, ot cith-
the Inllﬂr cold, he hastens back

nd axe, ll)r a fire is now a
ma rnlmml olhlu and death. Raturn:
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and packed, the fire has melted a hole
clear to the ground. The day is now
nearly gone, and lio is far from home, e
handly knows where, He must camp on
the spot, and be quick about it too, lest

ma
ing, e builds
118 priorand eute s largs quaniity of wool
that it may be maintained while he is
sidnning ik This secomplahed, e cuta
tree, the butt two or three inches
in dimetor, aud the prongs about. fou

and trims the butt

enaiia, T o Minds n Surd youkg
in the middle with a thong of the ani-
mal's hide, thus forming a three-tined
forle with deflecting prongs. 1o now
packs the snow hard, spreads the moose-
upon it, lays the fork on tho bide,
the butt toward the neck, folds the hide
ovor i, places his meat on it, flattening

s/

fore lis
complete. S0 he picks a lot of evergreen
boughs for his bed, cuts his night's fire-
wood in sticks about six feot long, so
he can have a long thin fire, digs with
Lis snow-shoes another hole beside that
melted through the snow, moves his
fire over on to the

and spreads.
ground, cats orgetting
liberal portion of mooso tenderloin, and

v down lenglhwise of the firo in the
bottom of Jig well,us it wors,slope the
sleop of exhaustion, except when the

cold admonishos hir that freahs ful i ro.

th botlom portelly amoath nd allows qu

the whole to freez hus he has m:

slod on which todraw hia meat homa s

sloping butt of th fork forming (ho'for-
ward end. By the 2ol s rasde

In the morning he breakfasts, puzzles
out where e is, and starts for home, tow-
fug the hard-carncd reward of Lis'skill
and toil bebind him.

NARKA.
A STORY OF RUSSIAN LIFE.
DY KATHLEEN OMEARA.

CHAPTER 1V.
PJEEY vore now asscbled i tho drav-
ing room, Sibyl busy at her tapestry,
Narkasi with her long white lmmh m
her lap, w......g o pous aut o sy
eay

guerito turning Tho leaves of & book
57 old engravinge with sa i

intaret, . do Boeillon d.-.p 0 liis
newspapers,and Basil m e long.

n
longth of the room, slow iy} up and

i Bl pochots asd & sig-
s mouth, his handsome face
¥ W most
‘sodnes sa Lis thoughis wers far away
from thecompany groaped round fhe
Tamp.  Presently, passing near the table,
he looked up, and his eyes rested on
cousin. It was a picture on which any
man's ayes must bave rested complaconi-
Iy. ‘s face had littlo claim to
admiration_beside Sibyl’s blond loveli-
ness and Narka's vich beauty of Jine and
coloring, and yet there was a charm about
its irrogular features that made it no con-
temptible rival to cither. It was the very

Vot LXXIV.~No, 41.-33

s tentive,

personification of youthful brightness and
health; the small spiri i
piquant than if it had bee
the wholo face sparkled wi
This ovening allhor
tiness and brightness wero further o
Unnced by au irrositbl ltls demi-oflt
sgauzy material, rose-colore
- bowe ust loupy sevclvg Satul e

and curiosit,

ored flower sprouted out of the curls and
coils of her glossy brown bair. Margue-
rite was intent on the engravings. Sud-
denly, with an_exclamation of dismay,
“8ibyl," she eried, T have mhde a dread-
ful mistake?”

They all looked up, interested and at
Basil stopped in Lis walk to
hea

“That
sent to Paris for

e dress that 1 sketched and
will be ou
o t of
Velasquez that I saw it; so fancy Imw it
will e]ull with that FI lommmo llllrf.e«ntll~
century costumo!  What a
““What were we all Llunlnng lboul ”




