A FIGHT TO THE DEATH BETWEEN
MAN AND MOOSE

By CHARLES JACOBUS

T WAS in the forests of Lower Canada,

a day of fascinating sport with the
salmofontinalis, ot spotted brook trout,
with our tent duly pitched under the

o, yet e
bold md;pld Madewasks, that the story
was

Dr, Stephen, Griggs, of Brooklyn, and
syt wies aking ' tacos . oa. these
waters from their source in Ild ke to
their entrance into the St. at Ed-
munduton, At the northeastérn, corner of
the Suk of .Mlmt and Peter Theriot, of
. He was searely
cut oF ki “eera? & powecfl young. man
phvﬁnally and skilled in woodcraft, which
feomed ey i s o i
fom. ppig g the s
sofion o the Tobie; the Grees, ihe
Rekigouche, s atr i snd
game, large ar
e was. r!l\un one m his cus-
fomay i o e o v
miles or more, sometimes,
and are |e| for mink, or fox, or other
Crature, socondiog Pl
He canied 1

s circuitous route, and the
load of skins on his back attested not only
his skill, but to the further fact that his
physical it day had been drawn
Spon ey then ureal Wialking: rapidly
over a lirtle rise of ground, he ...d:fmny
me upon an immense bull moose, lying
down in the forest. The range was very
short, and his gun, of course, more
tive o that account, o thar the dischasge
brought the moose, stunned and wounded,
to the ground, the heavy buckshot rattling
againthis antle Pete’s joy knew n
when this unexpected forest in-
Mabitnct, for-which 201 igp-Kd ‘Laoe ek

seemed likely to be an additional
1 the spally of the day. Tneantly demes
ing his hunting knife, he sprang forward,
unfortunately leaving his gun behind, to
cut the animals thoar, zfm which the
would run frecly, and the meat be
m e el g
¢ would return. Approach-
quickly, but with grear precaution,
khe keen edge had no sooner started on
artery-opening work, when presto!
Like 2 dah of cold wte the prick of the

ny revived the moose,
e yerk«r Emk his head, and in a mo-

backward, ang
eer ths besught by this Galue atrodue:
tion, face to_face. Snort No. 2 followed
as @ blast evidently betokening war, and
without waiting for Pete to get ready for
defpse, the moose i bis anger, doubtlss
aded by pan, rshed to he spot vhere
e ukde 1, e quickly thas ever be-
fore, 5:med 2 perpendicular gosicion
you ever sce a full-grown bull
mocest The bulls of Bashan the wer
horses of the Orient, the excited Amazor
of bl cannor surpase his resly tereble
look. But et Him be b infurated is brsly

mamm above,
eyehalls of most spitcful fury, and

making mighty lunges seraight for gou
B e T
French say?

Pete Bimsel had news taken moose
this way before. A few hunters have, but
oy ot Js ot
Pubawt - What is that compared to
S4ght; st 4 e 0 clows that sha s5ctet;
o, panting breath from his furnsce-lungs
caa ba Bif on st T i
Pete fele as he leaped one side,
a0d ket the pluage of th o e i
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bis mighty avirdupoishad given immense
ety i  vas
most narfow escape, G St

et aglity sad shougth-on Do part
could have averted disaster_and_death.
In a twinkling, the straps holding his
poils were cut by his hunting

knife, as he started to the nearest tree,
luckly of medium soe, with the mooe
loge behind his, s be had gacheced o
Sif for tho back ruh fike & S, Hap-
pily for Pete, the falling bundie of skins,
umbling down behind him and somewtal
obstructing the vision of led
him o think if 8 moose cver hough, that
of his enemy’s person,

e

-nd rhm
needed. junge of the moose’s ant-
lers scattered the skins, and showed

th b e v 3 i
not ide was )7, A nth
was madder for bl PR resbad,
without studying_the polimn iy
e ebind Wi, wilh bning b

i, Dt sl ey e e
wlting the Rachol e
the pousion The Loed delive 15 fom
such and sis

the moose came, sku

o e S Tl
Sinkla" with* it Sacssting’ Booh But e
moose had to take the one side or the
othee, as the tree, fortunatly o oue
brol lown,

any advantage. OF course, the side that
the moose took would be minus Peter, and
as the moose could not ﬁgh it backward, bu
had 1o tum around each time to renew the
fry, it gave Pete  breah and 2 lf for
halfdozen terrific
o A Part of the maaose, leving
hair from his scraped side on the back of
he had

half hour of this unique man-:
contest b the moose apparently as
to reason as to

ady done a good
day's work with )m traps, and was nor,
Eheciom, ghydealy finh e the ot
ected fuuy Ty Pellg e
[0 o Gk 1ad o roammar Thi ooe
seemed to realize that he was making no
headvay, and would stand for some tie,
sppasvally studying the si ‘
weld stant, wgai but the, Habed 6l for
impossible choice of an-

action, and

A Fight to the Death Between Man and Moose

other, afforded him no chance for the de-

velopment of any particular plans. Up to
his e, Pet bad had o, chance to Jook
around. His cyes had t ns rve,
and his alert muscles had 1o llow

rh: directions that the brain ﬂka'rhcd ©

Ha bogun sow t0study e siroadon aid

orous shoots of wrist size appeared. A
thought struck him—a_tactful

at once z,‘ to put it into execution,
oy g
T 0. Harknom. that would k. him
to escape. He abo well knew the bulldog
tenacity of a moose, for oncs
been treed, and kept up i

a d-yl sojourn in that peculiar bivousc,
his companions had secured his release.
He banked not at all, therefore, on any
withdrawal of the mooscs attention, and
s0, watching his chance when the moose
in’one of his dashes il by im
in the opposite dircction, instead of s
pin K.’Z‘I the e e, e speined

Bl e thec the moose

o Sahe o any change would be for
the berter, or, because he was temporarily
outwitted, it cannot be said; but he rushed
forward with an increase in his speed,
which for a short time hnd not been so
o came up and the same
old objecton o a iee fight, ie: an ml:r«
vening tree. Pete, to remove every
Sble Semmeot of danges, holding, b Tnt-
ing knife in his tecth, now took off his
looeiting but vam huncing ke, and
it one side. He was having excrcise
enough to keep warm, but he took it off for
fear that one of the prongs of his cnemy’s
antlers might catch in i, and %0 be 1
means of giving the moose the victory, and
he had once fairly trembled as these
rongs came i close prosiminy 1o bia
Sutat garment. The'monee « dsih
for the garment, but, like lhe hundk of
skins, it afforded him no satisfaction.
With his hunting knife, which was stout
and e double'edged, Pete pro-
ded w0 tim off he mpuﬂnoun

wifle
mtn«d ru cut it off at r!w b-u All nt
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this work had to be done when he was on
thn jide of the tree, and as the moose
im moving most of the time, it was
il i S it
ocous s with hia seuch and. rasty
blade, he succeeded in wrenching clear and
fiee from it parent stock that steong,
eye gleamed wi
B8 o e R e
s capabilities. After such further trim-
ming o smooth its surface as his continy
forest dance would allow—for the moose
got madder yer, apparently, when even a
short respite came—he cut a few small
creases like the thread of a screw around
the smaller end, and shaved one side of it
flat for nearly six inches. He laid the
of his hunting knife upon this flat-
r:nzd suice, and looked creully for any
ere 4 litle rem would
e A e posibie;and
then, after a little more paring, under c
cumatances that nararslly sould take
picces of fingers with it, a bigger hope
{hone in bis . Neither b nor the moose
had yet uttered a sou
N ok £ i brecches pock
the always-carried_buckskin strin e
laing the handle of hi it o e cad

of hi wirh m
St g !nr the projecting

nced catflly and

spear blade, he_comm
strongly o tie r}mng into the nordm
previoudy made fx & . He

Took up il Joose o R e
huni

axe, and after moistenis
he plied it in ."'ﬁv:ly
arently as much non-
+ does a razor to_ his
times he had been
s position, but his

favorite hone. Man
obliged to change
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time met

the fight

il ,uu comcosaced: bt 1t wie b

turn now, and before the moose could take

he lest precaution, o elize the changed
state of affairs, he thrus

i o

he’ thrust the spear hea
mundv.haml.'nkznﬂhh.m the keen
bl :r the. mufhuyn:

gut of sght, inflcing  amaring wou
He

great care Jest some
pmn! i o i sy shot
owen bim. . As. the macse cume up
.g..m ¢ th re, Pet pu n i bst vk,
Heching for the vitl dhroat arery, whost
D
What a fool ¢ i
ness took away his judgment. 1f hr had
i sod e L.-de" i the i
be ol b e ur o sy

and yer kept his enemy penned;
P sood in the way of
his own safety. thrusts

ete skilful
waes begianing v tel, 1 the great
sy of ke o Ak i o
, and a tide of blood, to which
the rest had been as drope, now deluged
‘moose seemed to realize

l'hn is time had come.  He stood with all
fours well out from his body, and let the
life blood flow, as he must. Tt was

specdicst, yet
el g

shadines of parurl darkne- wd phvucal
death were settling down

nrle-r dissolution of gﬁ:‘r

up s hunting cou and st
camp,laving i st conquelr
o ip on



