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i pont i e magpilicioe vy
of that country. Being a keen lover of
Nture, ‘and something of a maruralist
and sportsman, my work, while
quently perilous andtoilsome, was con-
genial, and 1 took advantage of cvery
opportunity to study the natives, es-
pecially the nacive hunters, and the
ountless strange beasts and 'birds that
came under observ: .mun
The Indin st 5 el pocle
weapon,
g S m’*;u fhi
< lithe,
e gt ey m,m..
chich js simply an enlarged *purty-
blower,” as used by our ho
srently as inoffcnsive, Bat, though
Scemingly so harmiess, the blow-gun is
2 termible_affair in the hands of a skillul
ndian; for, unlike the innocent putty
ar’ with Young America, it car-
fies a tiny dare tipped with one of the
deadliest of known poisons. When 1 first
saw the blow-guns and their litde arrows
it was difficult o realize
pons. could il even smallbirds, 1
ing of such dangerous gan
as the natives term the |(r 3
roved the
art from it
o mat-

“lion,
m subsequent experience
e weap
Boid, T beteve

inches in diameer, is
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ter how large, if the poison once entered
the circulation.
The blow-gun is made as follows: A
straight palm, about one and one-half
cut into a nine-foot
iece, then carcilly splic in half. This
is done with a ..mS.m and stone
mmer, and m done slowly and
carcfully to gcr oot cut, so that
the two picces may be put fogether
exactly.
The pith, which is a litdle less than a
quarter of gn inch in diameter, is then
mes the really diffi-

remov
cult part of enfarging and smoothing the
Bore! Tt would if: diffile with good

tools; but is known
Tools possssied by the Indians for the
work are iron knives whic make
Temsclves, gees’ teeth aad clows and

fih bones, it becomes much more
Most of the work is done with
L el thoas, wich e

d onone side, and with the claws.
“The groove is sluwl
is_ threc-cighths of an
Finaly, the two halves are fitied to-
sether and wound round and round vith

strips of a smooth birch-like bark,

ik, or, rather, wasp's wax, being ueed
to cement it on. This bark is cut ribbon-
shape, being about half an inch wide,
tound so that the edge over-

ght. The blow-gua, wheo completed,
s from seven and 3 half to nine fect
alf in diame-
joce and three quar-
tep at the smll end,

The also made of palm
wood, but of o dificrent Kind and oF &
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harder wood. They are eight inches

xng. gnd an cighth of an inch thick in
c

iddle, and they taper to a point at
cither end. In order that they may
closely fit the bore, they are wound at
one end with a very fine, silky vegetable
wool which on frees_something

like the button-ball tree. The other we fou

end is dipped in poison obtained from
& ed toul These tos und
in two on very high mountains,
and the Indians make annual trips to
these mountains to procure the toad.

To get the poison the toad is spitted on
an arrow, ickled with another on
the ‘belly. In a few minutes a red:

yellow liquid exudes from the toa

in, thrown out in all probability in
rage at its tormentors, and the points
of the arrows, after being notched so
as to break casily, are dipped in this
secretion.

During the winter of 1889, while
camping on the Condoto River in South
América, examining some gold mincs,
my men, from time to time, spoke of

finding the tracks of a large lion; but women,

provisions being difficult to_get, 25 w
were miles from any inhabited place
known to us, it was not considered wi
to waste time hunting li
One day my men reported that a

* had pas wn' the tiver, and
that in all probability there was an
n “tumbo,” or house, farther up the
siver. This "balsa” s the pith of a
palm called “barrigona,” and is use
fhe Indians for shooking rapids. They
insert in it a strong upright handie, then
straddling the “balsa,” ‘and holding on to
the upright, they shoot rapids through

i at or canoe could pas

Upon inquiry among the men, one
recoflected lavmg heard that a_family
of San Juan Indians had a “coli
e the”head

said
Indi

of the Condoto. Now,
ino” means a plantain plantation,
very short of
of diet, 1 de-
try to find the Indians. Starting with
ille and shorgun, we kept a8 near the
edge of the river as possible with the
View of finding some evidence of &
path, Our progeses was dow, & b
Becemary 1o cut the way through dense
Underbpush and keep an €3¢ on the
watch for snakes at the same time.

Without other adventures than the
killing of & snake and encountering &
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couple of monkeys, late in the afiernoon
we saw smoke from the top of a hill, and

ame sure of not having to spend the
night in the woods, Just as night
settling down we reached the

der
although they were crowded we were

ade welcome, and my “peon” arranged
een two convenient
posts. We found the Indians beginning
their harvest festival, as their corn h:g

fermentation commences, when it is

ready for u
"The drinking commenced shorty afice
sundown, and all indulged in it, men,
children, finst one and then
another passing it around. Some was
offered us, and as it is impossible to get
an_service from the Indians after once
refusing their hospirality, 1 drank some.
"The Tndians drink vary oftem, and in
onder to whet their appetite m
time to time, lay a pinch of powdered
wlt and “ai* or red Chili
their tongues. 1
the buming. something ndescribable.
ing the evening 1 mentioned the
men_had scen,
pepsuasion, o arnge
following day.

it took bur little
for_a hunt on the
Shortly after seven we started, there
being seven of us—five Indians ‘armed
with blow-guns, the negro with an im-
“machete,” and myself with a
carbine.
The woods were still quite dark and
wet with the heavy dews.
along silently in single file, keeping al-
ways a watchful eye on the ground that
D01 steps might be sure, aad In order
that no axis jerga or still more deadly
Verugoso should strike us unawares.
Four or five dogs accompanied us. An
English or American hunter would have
viewed them with disdain, for they were
smll, combelooking dogs of o partic-
ular ‘breed. They could neither fight
nor point a_bird, but they would follow
the scent of an agouti, peccary or lion,
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oftentimes swimming ivers to do it, and
hold it at bay when found.

“They ‘would also chase rh: fleet lit-
de paca to the where the
hunlers in their canoce Ly in

triking the foot of 4 very narrow,
high ridge; we commenced o climb; fof
it'is on such high sidges thet the lions
make their home. There was no path,
3 vy o e cut at e Some:
St e vl coma 1 n dlmoet e
L‘:‘ndlf\llu wall, 40 then onhands and

s e would Sl crecp

ort_time angry gr
mmgkd with the baymg of paf
then advanced cr, and we

e b Lot
P'We caught our ot gl 4
when seventy yards ¢
was standin; is
cidge had ::imama oot
ith, and it was ul\‘e clur—‘ igan-
i tre, called “lecherd, s
merly llood e e i

e open space might have been
fon T n

feet now proceeded very
Cautiously that the beast might not sce
w. rhoth T thought there was lirle

the dogs scemed to ab-
sorb all his between

tention. When b
Janls distant e eopped

oyt g
‘The lion was -umdm; in the middle
of the clearing,
et ki ot
the dogy were o the e of the Titde
g baving, ¥t ready o
Pl lion would make 8 move toward
one, e oy Bt
Ihe others would then close on his

¥ raised my rifle 1o shoot, but the
Indian beside me said, in

panish,
rimer tiro_no
means “The
st shot docs

ill fight”

1 had then never shot  lion, and it was
with great o reluctance that 1 withheld;
but then came the decie o e o shot
with a Mow—gun. nd 1 lower car-
bine, but left it cocked, rudy far emer-
gencics.

Wt then proceeded, and within a

nute 1 was amply repaid for not
‘hmnng, for 1 saw how the lion catches
its prey. One of the dogs had ventured
too near; the lion, ever watchful, made
a mighty spring, and when he landed,

51
one paw was on the back of the dog,
and in an instant his
closed on the neck of the
 next moment he raisc
and lashing his til violently, gave vent
o the first roar. It vas frighifl; and
st n we reac edge
oF the clearing. Wo wess. 5ot tore e
twenty feet distant when he first saw us.
An instantancous change came over
him, his tail moved more slowly, and
scemed to be lowering himself for a
spring, while his eyes seemed to be first
one color, then another.
At this moment the Indian beside me
gun. 1 heaud noching,

ight on the tip o
1 Rt
jarding change sl cme over .
ey lost all his erce - loaks
ik e 20d beuabad off the
the broken point sil ;" thea
subbed his nose on the youn»d, then
turncd tail and ran, but’ not before
two more arrows struck him in the
face. The dogs sared in ful e, but

e, Dl
e b
We soon caught sight

he was then walking

3 and we coul

brus
of i =gmiu
rendy in great pain. He stagger
garhu{d hlmklf up and wz.lhd mlhy
AZ'."L’.. e oy ms iy i':
P el more slowly, ‘Then
fe“. And hAs whnle body Mllch:d And
shuddered. He trie but coul
ot then, sbuddered again and sretched
qut and 5o we came up 1o him and
the yet every. muscle
S atud, Havis Uboo) seumiciog By
ose 1"Tound. it very much, owollen, and
of a purplish-red color. The Indians
immediately cut out the place where
the arrows struck him, Meaturing him,
found him to be tlgj\l feet dev:n inches
1 the nose o the tip of
"Afac sbinning hics; the Tndiass o6é
out cein porians 0 et and e then
tumed b At night T tasted the
“san. ca‘hl:, or stew, made from it;
bur the mest was ey ogh and b o
G0k, dlmpriatie ade. Whin
dnuu ook ‘game killed with sonzd ar-
put no salt on it, which they
¥ Aeriig that the WIE Letngs
out the poison. So Tion-hune
with'the Tndians of the San Joan.



